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Gtoſs Miſrepreſentation and infinite Scandal 
thrown upon it by the general AposTasy 
of its own CLERGY and MINISTERS, as 
ſuch, from the Rules of their Firſt Inſti» 
Aton 


Wherein it is s evidently. proved, 


Far Becpzst isles, by Means of fuch Aposrasy, 
both have been, and ſtill continue t& be, the 
moſt fatal Enemies, which CarrtaniTy ever 
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| 505 Prophet ood Priefs are drafaxc, yea, in my Houſe hou 
found their Wickedneſs, ſaith» the Lox p. — They 
ftrengthen the Hands of Evil-doers, that none dah. return 

arm his Wickedneſs. Jer. xxiii. 11, 14. 

There ſhall be falſe Teachers. among you, who gv hall 
bring in damnable Herefies, even denying the Lord that 
bought them, and bring upon themſelves ſwift Dn | 
And many ſhall- follow their pernicious Ways, by reafon. of 
whom, the W ay Y Truth ſhall be evil ey 7 et. 
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VINDICATION 


CHRISTIANITY. 


OME may perhaps be liable to ſuſpect 
A this heavy Charge againſt the Chriſtian 
Clergy in general, to be rather the Effect 
of an Hatred of their Office, than out of any 
good Deſign for the Service of Chriſtianity, 
But I well hope, that no honeſt and unpreju- 
diced Chriſtian, who gives himſelf the Trouble 
of reading the following Sheets, will find the 
leaſt Ground for ſuch Suſpicion; when he 
comes to ſee, that the whole Blame here attri- 
buted to the Clergy, is for taking ſuch Courſes 
as neceſſarily tend to bring the utmoſt Diſho- 
nour upon their own Order; and conſequent- 
ly can bring no great Credit to Chriſtianity it- 
ſelf. And when we ſee our holy Religion, by 
ſuch wicked Means, made the Mock and De- 
riſion of Infidels and Atheiſts, it is ſurely the 
Duty of every Chriſtian, to do what in him 
lies to reſcue his Religion from ſo horrid an 
Abuſe, and repreſent her to the Eyes of Men 
in her native Luſtre; free from the many 
Spots and Defilements with which ſhe has been 
ſo miſerably diſguiſed by After-ages. 1 
2 A 2 | The 
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The Clergy, no doubt, were originally an 
Order of Men delegated by Chriſt himſelf in 
Quality of Ambaſſadors ; whoſe Office was, to 
beſeech the reſt of Mankind, in his Stead, to be 
reconciled to God. And it was expected that 
their Followers ſhould eſteem them very high- 
ly in Love for their Works Sake, and ſo ac- 
count of them, as of the Miniſters of Chriſt, and 
Stewards of the Myſteries off God. But then, 
as Stewards, it was required that they ſhould be 
found faithful. The Character of an Ambaſ- 
ſador or Steward implies, that, as ſuch, he acts 
only in Truſt for another. And this Reſpect 


due to them in that Quality was never urged 


by thoſe firſt Ambaſſadors themſelves, but as 
it was a neceſſary Conſequence of the Sincerity 
of their Followers, and a Proof of the great 
Love and Veneration which they had for him 
whoſe Ambaſſadors they were, It. is in this 


Senſe our Saviour is to be underſtood, when 


he told them, He that heareth you, heareth me; 
and he that deſpiſeth you, deſpifeth me; and be 
that deſpiſethꝭ me, deſþrſeth him that ſent me. And 
in this Senſe it was that they themſelves thus 
admoniſhed their Hearers, Obey them that have 
the Rule over you, and ſubmit yourſelves : for 
they watch for your Souls, as they that muſt give 
Account : that they may do it with Foy, and not 
with Grief; for that is unprofitable for you. 
Honour from Men was not what they had the 
tcaſt Ambition for, upon their own Account. 
On the contrary, they readily acknowledged, 
that at what time ſoever they ſhould betray 
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their Truſt, they were of all Men living the moſt 


contemptible, the moſt inexcuſable. 

If then it plainly appears, that the Clergy, as 
ſuch, have actually thus betrayed their Truſt, 
to the Diſhonour of their Religion; it is not all 
the Quibbles they can raiſe from the abovemen- 
tioned Places of Scripture, nor from their own 
pretended Authority to vary the Diſcipline of the 
Church as Occaſion requires, which ought to 
ſkreen them from the Blame they juſtly deſerve. 
And that this plainly does appear, we need but 
have Recourſe to the Holy Scriptures ; where 
the fulleſt Evidence ſtands againſt them, if Men 
may be allowed to give Credit to their own 

The Church of Rome lays it down as a Max- 


im, that whatever can be reduced to a Matter of 


Diſcipline, it is in her Power to alter or retain at 
Pleaſure ; under which Pretence we are not ig- 
norant what Freedom ſhe has taken with pure 
Articles of Faith themſelves ; even to ſuch a De- 
gree as quite to change the Face of Chriſtianity 
from what it was. But whatever that, or any 
other Sect of Chriſtians, may advance upon this 
head, it is certain, that Chriſt left not his Church 
at her firſt Eſtabliſhment upon Earth without 
ſufficient Inſtructions concerning her Govern- 
ment and Diſcipline, as well as Faith. And 
whenever it can be proved that Matters of Faith 
and Diſcipline are both thus equally divine in their 
Original. they muſt both of Neceſſity be equally 
immutable by Man, without a new Revelation. 
It is acknowledged, that the very ſubſtituting of 
Governors in the Church implies ſeveral Things 
Fo 2 tO 
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to be left in the Power of thoſe Governors to- 


order as they ſhould ſee fit; ſince otherwiſe 
there could have been no Occaſion at all for ſuch. 
But yet it muſt be equally acknowledged, that 
there were ſeveral Inſtructions to this Purpoſe of 


univerſal Import; ſuch as no Time nor Occa- 
ſion could alter, but were of equal Neceſſity at 


all Times, and in all Places. And to have omit- 
ted thoſe, at the firſt Appointment of theſe Go- 
vernors, would have argued a Deficiency in him 


by whom they were appointed. Of this Kind 
were the three following Inſtructions. (1.) That 


the eccleſiaſtical and ſecular Authority, as ſuch, 
tho” equally divine in their Origin, yet from their 


quite different Views upon Earth, were always 


to be kept abſolutely ſeparate from, and inde- 
pendent upon each other. As a neceſſary Con- 
tequence of which, it was commanded by the 
Holy Ghoſt, (2.) That no eccleſiaſtical Perſon 


ſhould, at any time, have the leaſt to do with 


the ſecular Authority ; : Nor even with ſecular 
Things, any further than is needful to ſupply the 


| Wants of human Nature, in a Manner becom- 


ing Perſons whoſe Aims are not in this World. 
And, (3.) That no Part of the Revenues of the 


Arch was to be the private Property of any 


Man, but the loweſt Eccleſiaſtic was to have an 


equal Right to a Maintenance out of theſe with 
the higheſt. 


It is to the Breach of theſe, and ſuch like ſa- 
cred Injunctions, that all thoſe Perſecutions and 


Murders among Chriſtians have been owing, 


which ever happened upon the Account of Reli- 


gion. Hence the Government of the Church fell 
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in time into the hands of the worſt of Men; and 
all that Tyranny, Oppreſſion, Injuſtice and Irre- 
ligion, found Place among the Clergy, which 
could be heard of among the worſt Societies of 
Men upon Earth. And when Things are brought 

to this Extremity, muſt our common Chriſtiani- 
ty ſuffer out of a Concern for ſuch Men? Should 
We fit ſtill and be ſilent in ſuch a Caſe, the very 

Stone fhall cry out of the Wall, and the Beam out 
of the Timber ſhall anſwer it. 

The great End of Chriſtianity was to inſtru 
Mankind to act moſt agreeably to their Duty to 
God, themſelves, and one another. And becauſe 
this, beyond every other Kind of Inſtruction, is 
more effectually delivered by Example than Pre- 
cept ; therefore its bleſſed Author took all neceſ- 
ſary Care, that ſuch living Examples ſhould not 
be wanting in his Church. The firſt and moſt 
illuſtrious Example of this Kind, he gave in his 
own ſingle Perſon ; which, with reſpect to both 
his Divine and Human Nature, extended to eve- 
ry Degree of Men in the utmoſt Perfection. For 
if we conſider the miſerable Life, which this 
Divine Perſon voluntarily ſubmitted to upon 
Earth, for the Sake of Mankind : then, as he 
was God, the loweſt Condeſcenſion of Goodneſs 
in the higheſt Mortal that ever lived, muſt fall 
infinitely ſhort of his; and, as he was Man, his 
bitter Sufferings can never have a Parallel, 

But becauſe ſuch living Example could only be 
confined to one Age,and to one Place; he therefore 
choſe a diſtinct Society of Men out of the reſt cf 
the World to ſucceed him in this. Office, at all 
Times, and in all Places, whereſoever his Name 


ſhould 
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ſhould be known. And to qualify them for this 
great Purpoſe, he bequeathed to them conjunct- 
ly the Legacy of his unerring Spirit, and the Pro- 
tection of his Divinity, zo the End of the World. 
Theſe, as a Society, were to be a ſtanding Pat- 
tern in every good Work, not only for particular 
Perſons, but for every other Society to copy af- 
ter. They were to be as the Leaven of the whole 
Chriſtian Church at large; the Salt of the Earth; 
and the Light of the World, which was ſo to 
ſhine before Men, that they might ſee their good 
Works, and glorify their Father, which is in Hea- 
ven. This Society therefore, as ſuch, was re- 
quired by our Saviour to have its fole Dependence 
upon him and his Promiſes; and to have no fur-- 
ther to do with worldly Things, than what was 
barely neceſſary to ſupply the Wants of Nature, 
in a Manner becoming ſuch as profeſſed them- 
ſelves to be Strangers and Pilgrims upon Earth. 
If ye abide in me, ſays he, and my Words abide in 
you, ye ſhall aſs what you will, and it ſhall be done 
unto you. Therefore take no Thought, ſaying, 
What ſhall we eat? or what ſhall we drink, or 
wherewithal ſhall we be clothed ? For after all theſe 
Things do the Gentiles fas : for your heavenly Fa- 
ther knoweth, that ye have Need of all theſe Things. 
But ſeek ye firſt the Kingdom of God and bis Righ- 
reouſneſs, and all theſe Things ſhall he added unto 
ou, | 

And with Regard to their Behaviour to one 
another, he commanded that all Pride, Inſo- 
lence, and Lording it over one another, ſhould 
be at the utmoſt Diſtance from them; in the 
Room whereof they were expected to ſhew 
nothing 


Tm 
nothing but the meekeſt Condeſcenſion to one 
another in the meaneſt Offices, and the higheſt 
Inſtances of Kindneſs and brotherly Love. I 
know, ſays our Lord, that the Princes of the 
_ Gentiles exerciſe Dominion over them, and they 
that are Great exerciſe Authority upon them. But 
it ſhall not be ſo among you : but whoſoever will 
be great among you, let bim be your Miniſter. 
And whoſoever will be chief among you, let him 
be your Servant, I have given yd an Example, 
that ye ſhould do, as I have done to you. A new 
Commandment I give unto you, That ye love one 
another: As I have loved you, that ye alſo love 
one another. By this ſhall all Men know that ye 
are my Diſciples, if ye have Love one to another. 
In ſhort, we find few Precepts delivered by 
our Saviour, which were not immediately di- 
reed to the Members of this Society, as the 
Perſons appointed to be the Miniſters and Teach- 
ers of his Goſpel ; and conſequently who were 
expected in a more eminent Degree to be Exam- 
ples of all they taught to the reſt of Mankind: 
leſt that ſhould be objected againſt them which 
St. Paul objected againſt the immoral Jew, To 
that teacheſt another, teacheſt thou not thyſelf? For 
which Reaſon the ſame Apoſtle thought himſelt 
obliged to the ſevereſt Duties of Mortification 
and Self-denial, Left, as himſelf ſays, by any 
Means, when I have preached to others, I myſelf 
ſbould be a Caſi-away. And he lays it down as 
a Rule for every one who was called to this Call- 
ing, Not at all to entangle himſelf with the Af 
fairs of this Life; which could only ſerve to 
biaſs him from his Duty, and draw his Mind 
. from 


( 10 ) 
from the Study of heavenly Things. 

It was by a ſtrict Conformity to theſe Rules 
of their firſt Inſtitution, that St. Paul, in the Be- 
half of himſelf and his Fellow-labourers in the 

| Goſpel, could fo boldly appeal to the Conſciences 
of their reſpective Flocks, to evidence for them, 
That they had given no Offence i in any Thing, that 
the Miniftry ſhould be blamed. In all Things, ſays 
he, approving, (or as it is in the Original -uu- 
Ss £xuTE&s) CONSTITUTING, ORDERING, or 
DISPOSIND ourſefves TOGETHER, as the Mini 
fters of God: as Perſons to whom God had 
committed the Care and Government of his 
þ Church, and as ſuch were obliged in all their Be- 
Ks haviour to ſhew the brighteſt Examples of that 
| Love and Forbearance, that Meekneſs and Hu- 
mility, that Sincerity and Contempt of worldly 
Things, that Temperance and Sobriety, which 
ought to be the diſtinguiſhing Character of e- 
very Chriſtian ; but eſpecially of their high Pro- 
feſſion, whoſe bad Example could not but re- 
Acct the greateſt Scandal upon their holy Religion. 
It is not to be ſuppoſed, but unworthy Perſons | 
might ſometimes inſinuate themſelves into the 
Mini” iry. We have an Inſtance of this under 
the Eye of our Saviour himſelf, in the Perſon of 
Judas Iſcariot. But then this could not juſtly 
be charged upon the Miniſtry itſelf, as long as 
they were diligently ſought after, and zealouſly 
excluded as ſoon as detected. The Faults of no 37 
particular Member of any Society can otherwiſe | 
be juſtly charged upon the Office of that Society, 
than as it is eicher unequal to produce the good 


Ends for which it is pi W deſigned; or 
elſe 
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elſe is abuſed or perverted to contrary purpoſes. : 
The former of which muſt follow from a De- 
fault in the Inſtitutor; the latter from the Per- 
fidy, or at leaſt the Incapacity, of the Perſons 
entruſted with the Exerciſe of it, as ſuch. But 
the ſacred Office we are now treating of can be 
ſuppoſed hable to no Kind of Blame in the for- 
mer of theſe Reſpects; ſince the bleſſed Inſti- 


tutor of it was no leſs than the eternal Son of 


God himſelf, the Perfection of all Wiſdom and 
Goodnels ; who doubtleſs omitted nothing on his 
Part, which might be neceſſary 70 preſent unto 
himſelf 4 glorious Church, not having Spot or 
Wrinkle or any ſuch Thing ; but that it ſhould be 
Holy, and witbout Blemiſh, It follows then, that 
if the Chriſtian Miniſtry or Prizſthood be at any 
Time faulty, the Blame muſt neceſſarily fall up- 
on the Miniſters themſelves by forſaking the 
Rules of their firſt Inſtitution, and ſetting up 


their own Inventions. 


Now to ſhew when, and how far, the Paſtors 
of the Church may be blame-worthy in this Re- 


ſpect, it will be requiſite to give a fuller Deſcrip- 
tion of the Nature and Detign of their Office, 
and the Relation they ſtand in to their Head, 


which is Chriſt. 
This ſelect Society has been ſhewn to conſiſt 
of ſuch Perſons only, as were authorized to be 


the viſible Miniſters of the Kingdom which 


Chriſt came to eſtabliſh upon Earth; which, 


like all other well regulated Societies, was made 
up in itſelf of different Orders and Degrees of 


Men; ſome being appointed to govern, and 
others to obey, agrecable to what St. Paul ſays, 


B 2 1 Cor. 
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1 Cor. xii. 28. And that this Government, ii 


the ſame City at leaſt, was always lodged in the 
Hands of one particular Perſon, is plain from 
the Inſtances of St. James over the Church at 
FJeruſalem, Timothy at Epheſus, Titus in Crete, 


and the ſeven Angels over the ſeven Churches in 


Aſia; all of whom had their ſubordinate Clergy 


for the per fecting of the Saints, for the Work of 


the Miniſtry, for the edifying of the Body of Chriſt. 
Theſe ſpiritual Governors were in After- times di- 
ſtinguiſhed by the Name of Biſhops; who as 
they were defigned, over their reſpective Colleges 
of Preſbyters and Deacons, to be Patterns of the 
moſt perfect Sincerity, Meekneſs, Diſintereſted- 


neſs, and Impartiality, for every Governor to 


copy after; ſo were they abſolutely prohibited 
from having the leaſt to do with worldly Ho- 
nours and Emoluments, thoſe uſual Temptations 
which make Governors forget their Duty. The 
only worldly Advantage, if it might be called 
ſuch, which they received from their Superiority, 
was a greater Load of Care, and a more eminent 
Expoſure to Dangers and Sufferings. 

The ſole Authority, which theſe Governors 
could claim to themſelves, was the Liberty, (a) 
Of performing the external Worſhip and Service 


of God, according to his own Appointment : (b) 


Of proclaiming the Laws and Inſtructions 'of 
their great Maiter to Mankind : (c) Of inviting 
and admitting Men into, and rejecting or exclud- 


(a) As i. 2, 14. As ii. 42. Ads xi. 26. Ads. xx. 7. 

(5) Matth. xxviii. 18, 20. Mark xvi. 15. Luke ix. 2. and x. 3. 

(e) Marth. xxviii. 19. As ii. 38, 41. 2 Cor. ii. 6, 8. Matth. 
xvi. 19. Match. xviii. 18. John xx. 23. 1 Cor. v. 4, 7. 1 Cor. 


ing 


xvi. 22. Tit. iii. 10. 


T1 

ing them from a Fellowſhip with themſelves in 
that Worſhip : (4) Of making neceſſary Laws 
and Provifion for all the foregoing Purpoſes. And 
in all theſe Actions they were not to build their 
Support upon any earthly Power whatever ; but 
were to be wholly dependent upon God alone, 
from whom they immediately received their 
Authority. As no Perſon was to be enticed into 
the Communion of the Church out of the leaſt 
Hope of a temporal Reward, no more was an 
to be retained within the ſame out of the leaſt 
Dread of any Puniſhment in the Power of Man 
to inflict ; leſt it ſhould appear to be a Work of 
Man and not of God. Every Kingdom in this 
World muſt have Recourſe to worldly Rewards 
or Puniſhments to oblige Men to their Duty; 
7. e. to ſuch Rewards or Puniſhments as can af- 
fect them in this Life. But in the Kingdom or 
Church of Chriſt all ſuch were excluded in any 
Shape whatever, The Obedience which he re- 
quired was to be free as the Will itſelf, or other- 
wiſe it was nothing worth. He would own no 
Man as his Subject, who was ſuch upon any 
other Motive than that of his own Conſcience, 
and the Senſe of what muſt become of him 
hereafter. Again, it is lawful for an earthly 
King to defend himſelf and his Subjects by Arms 
and Force. - But ſo contrary was this to the In- 
tent of the Kingdom of Chriſt, that he would 
not permit his Servants to fight; tho' it was for 
the ſaving of his own Life, when it was unjuſtly 
attempted, And this he offers as an Argument 


(4) Matth. xviii. 17. Ads vi. 2, 3. Ads xv. 6, 31. 1 Cor. 
xi. 14. 1 Cor, 14 33 40. Gal. vi. 16. 1 Tim, k 3- Tit. L 5 
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to convince Pilate that his Kingdom was wot "| 


this World. The Kingdom he came to eſtabliſh 
was of a Nature fo different from all earthly 


Kingdoms, that it was to be enlarged by Suf- 
ferings and Non-refiftance, No Weapon was to 
be uſed, but Prayers and Intreaties ; no Intereſt 
aimed at, but the univerſal Good of Mankind, 
No Conqueſt was here to be attempted, but the 
Conqueſt of Sin; no Submiſſion required, but 


ſuch as was voluntary, and tne Reſult of Mens 


own free Choice, by which they obliged them- 
ſelves to act fo as beſt became their rational Cha- 
racter. For tho, ſays St. Paul, wwe walk in the 
Fleſh, yet we . war not after the Fleſh, If there- 
fore the Geyernors of the Church might have 


had the civil Power, as ſuch, to aſſiſt them to 


carry on their Work, it was abſolutely unlawful 
for them to accept it. Such Helps might indeed 
have very much enlarged the Number of the 


outward Profeſſors of Chriſtianity : but then all 


thoſe Profeſſors, who were made ſuch upon 
no other Grounds, had better have continued at 
their own Option. He, who is a Chriſtian upon 
no other Motive than by being bribed to it, or 
out of a Fear of being expoſed to ſuffer from 
Men either in his Body or Goods, is not ſuch a 
Diſciple as Chriſt feeks. He wants no ſuch Con- 
verts, how formidable ſoever his Church may 
thereby appear for Multitudes in the Eyes of the 
World, For wherever ſuch Means are uſed, 


for the Sake of making Proſelytes to Chriſtianity, 


they only ſerve to render Men Hypacrites in their 
Religion, and are directly contrary to that Obedi- 


ence of Faith, which Chriſtianity requires. 
LON = 1 And 
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And this doubtleſs was one great Reaſon why 
our Saviour fo ſtrictly prohibited the Miniſters of 
his Church from ever aſſuming to themſelves the 
leaſt Authority, which was purely temporal; as 
a Thing quite contrary to the Deſign of their Mi- 
niſtry. For which he gave them his own Exam- 

le, when he would not be ſeen to intermeddle 
in the ſmalleſt Matter, which was left to an 
earthly Tribunal to decide; tho' himſelf was the 
abſolute Lord of both Heaven and Earth. For 
when one did but ſay unto him, Maſter, ſpeak 
unto my Brother that he divide the Inheritance with 
me : his Anſwer was, Man, who made me a Fudge 
or a Divider over you? Nay, he meekly gave 
himſelf up to be unjuſtly ſentenced to Death by 
the fame Authority, without offering the leaſt 

Reſiſtance; when it was in his Power to have 
deſtroyed all the Powers upon Earth with the 
Breath of his Mouth. Nor would he admit of 
any ſuch Defence to preſerve the Purity of his 
Doctrine againſt the Attempts of Hereticks and 
Seducers. He had committed the Keys of his 
Church to the Apoſtles and their Succeſſors, o- 
bliging them to exclude all ſuch: And beyond 
this they were not permitted to go, that no Fleſb 
ſhould glory in his Preſence. 

The Society then of the Chriſtian Prieſt hood 
was, as ſuch, to have its intire Dependance upon, 
and be accountable to Chriſt alone ; that it 
might be always a ſtanding viſible Monument to 
the World of God Almighty's eſpecial Care and 
Protection over ſuch as faithfully rely upon him 

in Obedience to his Will, It was from Chriſt 

_ himſelf that the Governors of this Society deriv- 
| ed 
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ed their Authority, who declared he would al- 


ways be with them. And he, who knew all 


Things, knew what Difficulties and Dangers they 
ſhould have to encounter, both from without, 
and from among themſelves. But yet he would 
allow them no other. Weapon to defend them- 
ſelves withal, but their Innocence and Integrity. 
Abide in me, fays he, and I in you. As the Branch 
cannot bear Fruit in itſelf, except it abide in the 
Vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. This 
was to be the Rock, upon <which he determined to 
build his Church, and he promiſed that the Gates 
of Hell ſhould not prevail againſt it. But if at 
any Time they ſhould betray up, or miſapply 
the Authority he gave them upon ſecular Views, 
or attempt to divide their Love between him and 
the Things of this World ; he declared he would 
admit of no Rival in their Affections, but at the 
ſame Time would aſſuredly draw his Love from 
them, and leave them to eat of the Fruit of their 
own Way. A remarkable Inſtance of which we 
have in the Detection of the Church in 4/a ; 
where our Lord thus threatens that Branch of it 
planted at Epheſus : Thou haſt forſaken thy firſt 
Love. Remember therefore from whence thou art 
fallen, and repent and do thy firſt Works ; or elſe 
I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy 
Candleſtick out of its Place, except thou repent. 
Hence we may obſerve, what little Reaſon the 
Church militant had at any Time to preſume up- 
on her own Infallibility, upon Account of an 
abſolute Promiſe She had received from Chriſt, 
The Church univerſal, like every individual Mem- 
ber of her, was always to be in a dependant State; 
and 


(17) 
and could preſume no otherwiſe to hope for the 
more extraordinary Protection and Afliſtance of 
God, than as ſhe kept up to his Conditions. But 
if ſhe had received any ſuch abſolute Promiſe, 
| ſhe would have had it fo far in her own Power 
to depend upon herſelf, and be ſelf-ſufficient. A 
State which Man through his natural Pride has 
ever been prone to aſpire after. This was the 
Cauſe of our firſt Parents unhappy Fall; and 
wherever it is pretended to by any Church, there 
cannot be a ſurer Sign given of its deep Degene- 
racy. For a Witneſs of which, at this Day, we 
need only turn our Eyes upon that abhorred 
Spectacle, which Chriſtianity makes, as dreſſed 
up by the Sons of Rome. A Spectacle which no 
pious Chriſtian can look upon without breaking 
forth into the Lamentation of the Prophet : How 
7s the faithful City become an harlot ! it was full 
of Judgment, Righteouſneſs lodged in it, but now 
Murderers. 

To paſs by the many other monſtrous Abuſes, 
which have crept into that Church ; Who could 
imagine that Men would ever attempt to recon- 
cile the Love, Forbearance, Gentleneſs and Hu- 
mility of Chriſtianity, with a bloody Inquiſi- 
tion? and in the Room of the beautiful Spouſe 
of Chriſt ſet up a frightful Medu/a, whoſe very 
Aſpe& is enough to terrify and amaze the Be- 
holders into Stones. We are not ignorant that 
theſe Perſons do uſually produce the Inſtances of 
St. Peter's Sentence upon Ananias and Sapphira, 
and St. Paul's upon Elymas the Sorcerer, to ju- 
ſtify their barbarous Cruelty upon all whom they 
are pleaſed to condemn as Hereticks: As if this 
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were a ſufficient Warrant for them to call in-the 
ſecular Power to punith ſuch as have never com- 
mitted the leaſt apparent Offence againſt it. 
Whereas all that thoſe Apoſtles in the ſaid In- 
ſtances can be ſuppoſed to do, was from the im- 
mediate Hand of God, And if theſe Perſecu- 
tors would never preſume to inflict ſuch Puniſh- 
ments, but by ſuch Means; we might fafely 


rely upon it, that the Effect of their Power would 


then be as harmleſs as it is now terrible. For 
they, who have thus renounced their Depen- 
dence upon God, have the leaſt Reaſon of any 


Perſons in the World to expect that he ſhould 


vindicate their Authority in fo extraordinary a 


Manner. This is not only a flat Contradiction 
to the Spirit and Deſign of Chriſtianity, but one 
of the groſſeſt Inſtances of the wretched Fallibi- 
lity of that Church, which yet is ſo blind as to 
boaſt herſelf to be the only infallible Church up- 
on Earth. It appears from the whole Tenor of 
the Goſpel that God is no leſs jealous of admit- 
ting a Rival to ſhare with him in the Support of 
his Church, than he was of admitting other Gods 
with him under the Law. The whole Doctrine of 
our holy Religion conſiſts in teaching us to walk 
according to our Dependence upon God; and in 
a Chriſtian Senſe every Removal of our Depen- 
dence from thence upon created Beings is a Spe- 
cies of Jablatry. For the Church herſelf there- 
fore to have Recourſe to human Force or Art 
for compelling or retaining Men within her Bo- 
ſom, is an Idolatry of the blackeſt Kind. It is 
a downright Apoita by from her Dependence up- 
on Chriſt, and reflects the utmoſt Diſhonour up- 


ON 


(19) 
on the Religion he came into the World to eſta- 
bliſh, by making as if that could not be kept up 
in the World, but by ſuch vile Helps. So that 
through this Means the Church of Rome gives a- 
nother Inſtance of her Jdelatry, beſides that of 
worſhipping Saints and Images. 

Hence again we may obſerve, what little Right 
the Biſhop of Rome has to the Exerciſe of his 
two pretended Swords; or even any Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Perſon to concern himſelf with the Civil Au- 
thority, upon any Account whatever. The Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Sword, as it is called, reaches no far- 
ther than to what barely pertains to the Condi- 
tions of retaining Men within, or excluding them 
out of the Pale of the Church ; the reſt {as has 
been ſhewn) being left intirely to God. Nor is 
it juſt that any Delinquent in this Reſpect ſhould 
be expoſed to Puniſhment from Men, either in 
his Body or Goods ; unleſs his Offence be alſo 
of ſuch a Nature as would fall under the Cog- 
niſance of the civil Legiſlature, whether there 
were a Chriſtian Church or not. When the Re- 
ligion of a Nation is prefumptuouſly blaſphemed 
or affronted, and when Mens temporal Rights 
and Properties are invaded, or the worldly Wel- 
fare of human Society any Way diſturbed ; here 
it belongs to the civil Magiſtrate to fee Things 
rectified, who is the proper Miniſter of God in 
theſe Reſpedts, and ought not to bear the Sword 
in vain. But if he refuſe to do his Duty, the 
Church has no Authority to compel him by hu- 
man Force; but, when all other lawful Means 
are ineffectual, the Matter mult be referred to 
God, who, if Juftice be not done in this World, 
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will not fail to do it himſelf in the next. Our 
Lord defigned his Church, as ſuch, to have its 
Dependence abſolutely upon himſelf alone ; but 
every viſible Member of the Church being alſo a 
Member of ſome civil Society, he left it in that 
Reſpect to depend as abſolutely upon the civil 
Power. He inveſted his Apoſtles and their Suc- 
ceſſors with all that ſpiritual Authority which 
was neceſſary for the Government of his Church, 
appointing them, and them alone, as his viſible 
Repreſentatives upon Earth in that Reſpect ; but 
in every other Reſpect, which related to the tem- 
poral Government of the World, they were to 


continue as dependent upon, and have as little 


to do with the civil Authority, as the meaneſt 
Subject. And the Reaſon of the Thing requires 
that it ſhould be ſo. The Eccleſiaſtical and civil 
Authority were of fo different a Nature, that 
they could not be lodged in the ſame Hands with- 
out corrupting one another ; therefore under the 
Chriſtian Diſpenſation they were always to be 
kept ſeparate, For the civil Magiſtrate is obliged 
by his Office to entangle himfelf in worldly A 
fairs tor the Advantage of Men in this Life ; 
but on the quite contrary every Ecclefiaſtical Per- 
fon is obliged not to entangle himſelf in the fame, 
that he may be more at Leiſure to prepare them 
for the Life to come. And as no Man ought to 
put aſunder what God hath joined together, no 
more ought any to jo: together what God and 


the Nature of the Thing have thus ſeparated. 


No Servant, ſays our Saviour, can ſerve two Ma- 
ſters, for either be will hate the one, and love the 
4 other, 


T0] 
tiber, or elſe be will hold to the one, and deſpiſe the 
other. Ye cannot ſerve God and Mammon. 

Here could then be no Room for Suſpicion 
that the firſt Teachers of the Goſpel, in any 
Country, had a Deſign to uſurp the Authority 
of the ſecular Magiſtrate: And as to any Tie 
which they themſelves might lie under, as na- 
tural Subjects of the fame, the expreſs Com- 
mand-of God was enough to ſupercede that. And 
the unqueſtionable Miracles they were impowered 
to perform, was a flagrant Proof of their divine 
Commiſſion, and left their Oppoſers without the 
leaſt Shadow of Excuſe. Accordingly we find 
they went on in the Diſcharge of their Duty, 
without aſking Licence for it from any civil Ma- 
giſtrate whatever. And when they were ſtrictly 
prohibited by the ſame Authority, their only 
Anſwer was in this juſt Expoſtulation, Jhether 
it be right in the Sight of God, to hearken unto 
| you more than unto God, judge ye. If they could 
not have given theſe miraculous Proofs, it had, 
no Doubt, been the Duty of the civil Magiſtrate 
to have zealouſly endeavoured the Suppreſſion of 
ſuch Pretenders. But when on the contrary it 
ſo manifeſtly appeared that the Finger of God 
was in all they did; as Gamaliel rightly argued, 
It was their Duty to ſubmit, 4% haply they fhould 
be found even to fight againſt God, But all ſuch 
Oppoſition made by the civil Magiſtrate againſt 
| thoſe firſt Teachers of the Goſpel was not only 
a preſumptuous Fighting againſt God, but a ſtu- 
pid Fighting againſt themſelves. For the Au- 
thority which was exerciſed by theſe innocent 
Perſons, was ſo far from interfering with the civil 

| Authority, 
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Authority, that it was a ſtronger Tie to keep 
Men in Subjection to their temporal Governors, 
than any which this World could afford. They 
taught their Hearers to be ſubject not only for 
Wrath, but alſo Conſcience Sale; not only out of 
a Fear of Puniſhment in this World, but in the 


next. And upon every Occaſion they exhorted 
them to render to all their Dues ; Tribute to whom 


Tribute is due, Cuſtom to whom Cuſtom, Fear to 


whom Fear, Honour to whom Honour: To de- 
fraud no Man ; To be kindly affettioned one to an- 


other with brotherly Love, 4 Honour preferring 
one another: And to lead a quiet and peaceable 

Life in all Godlineſs and Honeſty ; each Man ſtu- 
dying to do bis own Buſineſs, and to work with his 
own Hands. Nor in all this could they ſtir up 
any Perſon's Jealouſy, as if they had the leaſt 
Aim after temporal Advantage. They endea- 
voured to make all Men Diſciples to their Reli- 
gion ; but they did it in ſuch a Manner as made 
it apparent to the World, that they ſought not 
theirs but them. They coveted no Man's Silver 
or Gold, or Apparel, but laboured Night and Day 
with their own Hands ; that inſtead of becoming 
chargeable to any one, they might miniſter to the 
Neceſſities of others. Nay, whenever they were 
called to it, they meekly gave themſelves up to 
the cruelleſt Deaths in Teſtimony of the Truth 
and Importance of what they taught. 

So great was the Zeal of the firſt Converts to 
Chriſtianity, that the Laity as well as Clergy kept 
in continual Society 7ogetber, and had all Things 
common, and fold 1 Poſſe 72 ons and Goods, and 
parted the em lo all Men, as every Man had Need. 

Now 
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Now the' this was not to be a ſtanding Rule to 
the Laity, as ſeveral of our late Anabaptiſts are 
reported to have taught ; yet that it was always 
to hold with the Clergy is plain from their con- 
ſtant Practice afterwards, as long as Chriftianity 
continued in its Purity. When Biſhops were ap- 
pointed to certain Diſtricts, it is known that each 
of theſe with his ſubordinate Preſbyters and Dea- 
cons lived all together in the ſame College or Fa- 
mily, By which Means they were kept conti- 
nually under the Eye of their Governor, and 
could have the Advantage of one anothers mu- 
tual Helps and Inſtructions 0 provoke one another 
unto Love, and to all good Works, And the Main- 
tenance of theſe religious Bodies was fo ordered 
that no Man could have the leaſt Temptation to 
thruſt himſelf into their Office, for the Sake of 
gratifying his Indolence, Covetouſneſs, Ambition, 
or any other wicked Inclination. To ſupply the 
mere Wants and Neceſſities of Nature, and to 
have their Children brought up in the Nurture 
and Admonition of the Lord, was the utmoſt 
worldly Riches and Honour, which they were 
ever permitted to aim after. And he, who was 
known to have any other ſecular Views in enter- 
ing himſelf into the Miniſtry, was for that ver 
Reaſon judged highly unworthy of it, and re- 
jected with the ſame Indignation and Abhor- 
_ rence, with which St. Peter rejected Simon Ma- 
gus ; eſteeming ſuch a one to be in the very Gall 
of Bitterneſs, and in the Bond of Iniquity. 

One indiſpenſible Office of every Clergyman, 
as has been ſaid, was to be a living Inſtance of 
that Self-denial and Renunciation of the World, 


which 
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which was required from all Chriſtians in what= 
ever ſhould ſtand in Oppoſition to their Duty. 
Tt was therefore neceſſary that the Clergy, as 
ſuch, ſhould be tied up by Laws made peculiarly 
for that Purpoſe. And the Apoſtles with their 
firſt Succeſſors were endowed with a ſufficient 
Portion of the Holy Spirit to be in ſuch Caſe 
their Director: By whom, among other Things, 
it was inſtituted, That the Dj Ainction of Superior 
and Inferior in the Miniſtry ſhould not have the 
leaſt Dependence upon ſecular Advantages: But 
that every Biſhop and his Clergy ſhould have their 
Maintenance in common, ſhared indiſcriminately, 
as every Man had Need. No Diſtinction was al- 
lowed to be made in allotting any one Man, 
to his own private Ule, a oreater Portion of this 
common Property than another; by Way of 
Pre-eminence above his Fellows. The loweſt 
had an equal Right with the higheſt to what was 
needful for the Wants of Nature; and if the 
higheſt ſought for more, it could only ſerve to 
over how ill he deſerved the Pre-eminence he 
had acquired. 

(a) And even after the Empire was become - 
Chriſtian, when the State had provided for the 
Maintenance of the Clergy, yet among many 
other Canons of Councils for their Regulation, 
it was in ſome Places (5) ordained that Minifters 
Mould be obliged to earn their Living by ſome 
honeſt Trade; at the fame Time not omitting 
the Duties of their proper Function: that the 
Church might be better able to ſupply out of the 


(a) Soxomeni Hiſt, Eccleſ. Lib. 5. c. 5. (2) Concil. Car- 
thag. Canon 51, 52, 53. Anno Dom, 398, 


I common 
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common Stock to the Neceſſities of the Poor and 
Diſtreſſed. (a) And that Churchman was eſteem- 
ed guilty of the blackeſt Sacrilege, who ſhould 
purchaſe an Eſtate out of the Revenues of the 


Church to his own private Uſe, or for the en- 


riching of his Family. It was always a Maxim 
with them, that The Revenue of the Church was 
the Patrimony of the Poor. Rather therefore than 
the Poor ſhould want, the Clergy were obliged 
to work for their Bread ; being at the ſame Time 
reſtrained (5) from all 7 rafhck, Lending Money 
upon Intereſt, and every diſboneſt Calling. And 
every ſuch Perſon as entered into the Miniſtry 
with a competent Eſtate of his own, was either 
obliged to quit that Eſtate, or totally reſign his 
own Right to any Part of the Church's Reve- 
nue ; the holding of which, in ſuch Caſes, be- 
ing ever looked upon as a ſacrilegious Robbery of 
the Poor. That this was the Diſcipline of the 
Primitive Church we have the Teſtimony of an 


African Father (c) even as late as the latter End 


of the fifth Century; who, when he comes to 
remind Eccleſtaſtics of their Duty, informs them, 
That they who enter into the Number of the 
Clergy ought to renounce their Eſtate,, fell all and 
give to the Poor; contenting themſelves with the 
Revenues of the Church, which they ought not to 
poſſeſs as their own, being only properly the Ma- 
nagers of them : J. 2 they ought to think the Re- 
venues of the Church to be the Vows of the Faith= 


(a) Concil. Carthag. Canon 32, 33. Anno 418, 419. 
% Concil. Arelat. Canon 14. Anno 442. Concil Aureli Canon 
27. Anno 538. (c Julianus Pomerius Maurus, See Dufin's 
| Hiſtory of Eccleſiaſtical Writers, Vol. 4. Page 185. 
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ful, the Atonement for Sins, and the Patrimony 
of the Poor : So that they ought not to appropriate 


them to themſelves, as properly belonging to them, 

but to diſtribute them to the Poor, as a Truſt : That 
the Miniſters of the Church have no Right to them, 
but under the Title of Poverty; and if they are 
rich otherwiſe, and yet live of the Revenues of the 
Church, they rob the Poor : That they, who ſup- 
poſe theſe Revenues of the Church to be a Reward 
for their Service, deceive themſekves by expecting 
temporal Rewards for that which deſerves eternal : 

That they Tho have an Eſtale ought to be jo far 


from living at the Charge of the Church, that they 


ought to impart their Incomes to the Church, With- 
out being in the leaſt proud of it. 

How can we then forbear admiring that ar- 
dent Zeal for the Glory of God, that tender 
Love of Souls, that generous Contempt of earth- 
ly Things, and that abſolute Dependence upon 
God, which was ſhewn by theſe firſt Ambaſſa- 
dors of Chriſt ? O glorious State of the Church 
of Chrift, while adorned with fuch ſhining 
Lights! 0 happy People, who were under the 
Conduct of ſuch Guides to lead them into the 
Paths of Salvation! And, O much more happy 
Guides, Who by thus fighting the good Fight of 
Faith had each g Crown of Righteouſneſs prepared 
for him, at the Day of his Diſſolution ! So far was 
the Miniſtry from all Fear of ſuffering Diſcredit 
in ſuch Hands, that by their worthy Exercife of 
it, the whole Church at large appeared like a de- 
lighiful Garden in the midſt of a Wilderneſs, 
whoſe ſweet T ragrancy diffuled itſelf to the Ends 
of the Earth. Then had the Lord Pleaſure in 

I | the 


=> ( | 27 ) . 

the Beauty of his Spouſe ; the Gentiles ſaw her 
Righteouſneſs, and all Kings ber Glory, And all 
this theſe primitive Shepherds of the Flock of 
Chriſt performed by a ſteady Adherence in their 
Office to the Rules and Precepts, which their 
great Maſter had left them ; who has command- 
ed his Bleſſing always to attend upon his own 
Inſtitutions. 

Now when the Clergy became too corrupt to 
be guided by theſe Rules; as is uſual in ſuch 
Caſes, what they bad no Mind to perform, they 
endeavoured to repreſent as altogether impracti- 
cable. And the moſt ſpecious Argument they 
produce for that Purpoſe, at preſent, is by urg- 
ing, That if ſuch a Levelling of the Revenues 
of the Church were made in our Days, it would 
be the ready Way to deter all Men of Merit 
from ever entering among the Clergy. For what 
Reward, ſay they, would this be for all the Ex- 
pences of their Education? And what Encou- 
ragement ſhould we have for any Perſon to en- 
deavour to excel others in Learning; when he 
knew that as to any temporal Advantage, this 
could raiſe him no higher than the molt literate | 
of his Brethren ? But theſe Arguers, how learn- 
ed ſoever they may be in ſome Reſpects, it is 
evident, do by ſuch Arguments betray the moſt 
' wretched Ignorance in the Nature and Spirit of 
Chriſtianity ; and conſequently are far from being 
qualified themſelves for that Pre-eminence, which 
they ſo ambitioully ſeek after. For we have ſeen 
that all ſuch Views ought to be the fartheſt re- 
moved from a Clergyman of any Perſon what- 
ever, And there is not a ſurer Sign by which a 
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Man may be known, in that Reſpect, to have no 
Deſerts, than his aiming to be thus prefer'd 
above his Brethren, as the due Reward of his 
Deſerts. This Regulation therefore can only be 
ſuppoſed to be a Baniſhment of ſuch encourage- 
ments to Learning, as are altogether unworthy of 
a Clergyman to ſtand in need of. It is indeed a 
ſetting all Eccleſiaſtics upon the ſame Level in a 
temporal Reſpect; but this is no more than what 
the Nature of their Office requires, among whom 
all Diſtinction of Order is purely ſpiritual. 

But I affirm that the ancient Apoſtolical 
Scheme for a Community of Maintenance a- 
mong the Clergy is a much more rational Way 
for promoting Learning among them, than the 
preſent. ' For (not to inſiſt upon the Advan- 
tages of Learning this wou'd give them from 
their continual Society with one another) who, 
that has the leaſt Spark of Chriſtianity, can for- 
bear owning, that if the Clergy were thus 
{trictly kept up to the primitive Pattern and Diſ- 
cipline, their unblameable Lives and unwearied 
Zeal in the Service of God would have a vaſtly 
greater Influence over their People, than what 
they have at yreſent? The Conſequence of which 


muſt be, to render their ſacred Office lovely and 
amiable in the Sight of all Men. And if theſe 


were Motives ſufficient to raiſe ſo many learned 


Men, as Juſtin Martyr, Ireneus, Clemens of Alex- 


andria, Tertullian, Origin, Cyprian, and innu- 


merable others, to eſpouſe the Cauſe of Chriſt, 
at a Time when for a Man to profeſs himſelf a 
Chriſtian was to expoſe not only his Eſtate but 
his Life to the Mercy of every Informer ; then 

how 


( 29 ) 
how much ſtronger muſt the ſame Motives be 
to continue a learned Clergy in our Age ; when 
they are ſo far from being ſubjected to the like 
Calamities, that the Civil Power has provided 
them with a comfortable Maintenance, if it were 


diſtributed in any due Proportion ? And when 


all Men faw ſuch a regular Diſtribution of the 


Revenues of the Church among the. Clergy ; 


what an Encouragement would this be for them 
to give a ſuitable Education to ſuch of their Chil- 
dren, as they found that Way inclined, in Com- 
pariſon to that Injuſtice and Rapine, which has 
ſo far prevailed, as to render that Society a Mock 
and a By-word, which was intended to be a Pat- 
tern for every other Society to copy after ? 

But again, I affirm, that the preſent Regu- 


lation of the Revenues of the Church, as ma- 


naged among us, has a neceſſary Tendency to 
make a corrupt and immoral Clergy; and con- 
ſequently to produce all that Infidelity and Con- 
tempt of Religion, which has ſo great a Share in 
the Wickedneſs of the preſent Age. For when 
the Office of an Eccleſiaſtic is accompanied with 
an Opportunity of worldly Riches, Eaſe and 
Grandeur; this naturally puts ſuch Perſons upon 
ſeeking after it, who make thoſe Things their 
only Aim, and conſequently will omit no Means, 
however baſe and vile, to attain their Ends. 
Hence it muſt in Time come to paſs, that the 
Government of the Church of Chriſt itſelr, ſhall 
be wholly guided by worldly Friendſ{}lip and In- 
tereſt ; and they, who have the ſmalleſt ſhare of 
Chriſtianity themſelves, ſhall be entruſted with 
the principal Management of it, The Senſe of 
the 
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( 30 ) 
the wretched Corruption of human Nature may 
convince us, that without an extraordinary Aſ- 
fiſtance from Heaven nothing can prevent the 
Church under ſuch Circumſtances from fallin 
into this State. But our Saviour has declared, 
that at what Time ſoever the Teachers of the 
Goſpel thould thus apoſtatize from their true De- 

endence, he would at the ſame time withdraw 
that Aſſiſtance from them. And to ſhew that 


he was as good as his Word, he gave a convincing 


Proof, when he actually took away from them 
the Power of working Miracles, as ſoon as ever 
they began thus to join other Gods with him in 
his Service. 3 

Whoever reads the Hiſtory of the Church 
may perceive, that while her Miniſters kept de- 
voutly up to the Plan of Diſcipline, which was 
left them by our Saviour and his Apoſtles, they 
were able to prove the Truth of their holy Re- 
ligion by ſuch ſenſible Works as were above the 
Power of Nature to perform. And we know, 
that no temporal Change, without a new Reve- 
lation, could warrant any Ferſon to make the 
ſmalleſt Alteration in this Plan. But when the 
State began to change its Perſecutions of Chri- 
ſtianity into Favours and Encouragements; then 
the crafty Enemy of Souls perceived he had ano- 
ther Game to play: And a woeful Experience 
ſhewed, that he did more Miſchief to the Church 
of God by the gilded Baits of temporal Honours 


and Emoluments, than ever he was able to et- 


fect by open | Force. He foon with an accurſed 


Pleafure beheld the Miniſters themſelves eagerly 
hunting after, and ſwallowing down, the Poiſon 


he 


tan} 
he had laid for them ; the Conſequence of which 
was, that the Spirit of God proportionably for- 
ſook them: Till at length the whole Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Power (Horreſco referens) fell into the 


Hands of ſuch Perſons as fought it purely ſor the 


Sake of the earthly Advantages attending it. 
And what Wonder was it, when the Adminiſ- 
tration of Eccleſiaſtical Affairs fell into ſuch 
Hands ; if the miſtaken Piety of Princes (in ad- 
mitting ſuch to a Participation with them of their 
Authority) ſhou'd in the End turn to their own 
Hurt, as the Event proved it did? He who 
nouriſhes a Viper in his Boſom will hardly miſs 
being bit by it, Corruptio optimi eſt peſſima; Of all 
Sorts of Corruption, that of the beſt Thing is 
ever found to be the worſt. The more Divine 
and Holy any Perſon has formerly been ; when 
he departs from his Innocence, the nearer he 
approaches to the Nature of a Devil, and con- 
ſequently will be guilty of the blackeſt Crimes. 


And the ſame muſt happen to. Societies, as to 


particular Perſons, At that Time did the Glory 
depart from 1jrael; and the Church of Chriſt was 
reduced to the State of Samſon, who, after he 
had loſt thoſe Locks in which his great Strength was 
placed, became weak like any other Man, Hence- 
forward we heard no more of the Supernatural 
Effects of that Divine Power, which attended the 
Profeſſion of the Name of Chriſt, unleſs it be 
in the ſhameleſs Legends invented by the Papiſts 
to ſupport their pretended Infallibility, and im- 
poſe upon the credulous Multitude. Chriſtianity 
was become too corrupt tor God Almighty to 
manifeſt his Regard for it 1 ſo glorious a Teſti- 
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ſented as no Loſs, but quite agreeable to the End : 
= of the Chriſtian Diſpenſation. But the beſt Ar- 
= guments offered for this Purpoſe are fo trifling 
and impertinent, not to ſay worſe, that they 
only ſerve to diſcover the wretched Poverty of the 
Plea. And when we behold how greedy, not- 
withſtanding all Seats of Chriſtians are to lay 
hold of every Shadow of Miracle to countenance 
their own Opinions; who can forbear ſuſpecting, 
that all ſuch Endeavours to cry down the Neceſ- 
ſity of Miracles in the preſent Age, is only like 
the Fox's reviling the Grapes in the Fable, when 
he found he could not come at them ? | 
But rejecting all ſuch miſerable Subterfuges to 
conceal the Shame of our Chriſtianity, it were 
much better that the Governors of the Church, to 
whoſe Province it belongs, would zealouſly en- 
deavour aiter a thorough Reformation of the 
Chriſtian Miniſtry to its primitive Standard. Then 
might we hope that God would once more lit up 
the Light of his Countenance upon us, and viſit the 
Vineyard which his own right Hand hath planted 
with his former loving Kindneſs, It muſt beacknow- 
ledged, that a Reformation has been made in theſe 
Kingdoms of ſeveral groſs Abuſes received from 
Rome. But yet in Point of Diſcipline this is done 
ſo imper fectly, or rather in ſome Caſes for the 
worſe, that we have given the Papiſts ſufficient 
Reaſon 


1 of thee, O Iſrael : thou canſt not ſtand.before thine 
[: Enemies, until ye take away the accurſed T, * 
1 rom among you. 

| We know that this Loſs of the Power of Mi- 
„ racles to the Church is endeavoured to be repre- 
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ons. 


Reaſon for reproaching us with the Nick-name 
of the Pretendedly Reformed. And the Church 
of England herſelf makes a tacit Acknowledgment 
of as much in her Preface to the Office of Com- 
mination. We are there informed of the god!y 
Diſcipline of Penance, which was uſed in the pri- 
miti ve Church in the Beginning of Lent ; the Re- 
ſtoration of which 1s faid to be a Thing much to 
be wiſhed. Now if the Reſtoration of the Di- 
ſcipline was fo deſirable to our firſt Reformers ; 
pray, what was the Reaſon that they could not 
bring this about as well as other "Things ? The 
Anſwer I gueſs will be, that The State of the 
Church at that Time could not bear it. No more 
it is to be feared, will this Topic bear further 
Examination by any one, without his being 
thought ſomewhat too inquiſitive. Hem, Manus 
abſtine ; quicquid hgrum attigeris, Ulcus oft. How- 
ever, I think one ought, to be ſatisfied in the 
Cafe. What Obſtacle then was it, which laid in 
the Way of thoſe Reformers, to hinder them 
from fo good a Work? Why, when we have 
traced this a little, we ſhall find the Blame thrown 
upon the Conſtitution, or Union (as it is termed) 
of the Church with the State; which by the Way 
is no great Complement to ſuch Union. But as 
ſoon as we come to enquire into the Nature of this 
Union, it will appear that by the Church is here 
only meant that temporal Authority, which ſhe 
had uſurped in her Corruption; and thoſe rich 
Lands and Livings, which ſhe had received from 
the Bounty of the State. The former of which 
has been ſhewn by no Means to belong to her; 
and for the latter, ſhe was always intended to be 
wholly dependent upon the State. But theſe 
E Morſels, 
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Morſels, it ſeems, were too ſweet for the Clergy 
to loſe at the Expence of a thorough Reformation. 
Therefore rather than render back to Cz/ar the 
Things that are Cæſar's, the Difference muſt be 
compounded; and if a Convenience can't agree 
with Chriſtianity, Chriſtianity muſt be made to 
agree with a Convenience. We have ſeen that 
the Eccleſiaſtical and Civil Authority are ſo dif- 
ferent in Nature, that they can never be united 
together without Hurt to both. One great Ex- 
pedient therefore to bring about a Reformation 
was, for the Clergy to have reſigned all that civil 
Authority into the Hands of its proper Owner, 

which their Popiſh Predeceſſors had uſurped to 
give Sanction to their ſpiritual Cenſures, and have 
{tripped themſelves as bare of it, as they were 
left by our Saviour and his Apoſtles. In Con- 
{equence of which we ſhould have ſeen a happy 
Extirpation of all thoſe iniquitous Courts and In- 
quiſitions, that have turned the Diſcipline of 


the Church into the Deſtruction of Chriſtianity ; 


and can hardly otherwiſe merit their aſſumed Title 
of Spiritual, than as they are ſubſervient to the 


Deſigns of the Seit, Darkneſs. 


The next neceflary Step to a thorough Refor- 
mation was, to regulate according to the primitive 
Model, the Revenues which the State had allot- 
ted for the Maintenance of the Clergy. This 


would have left a I for every one; and 
at the ſame Time have effectually removed all 


Temptations for ſuch Perſons to thruſt themſelves 
into the Miniſtry, as have no other End but to 
ſatisfy their Idlenels, Luxury, Covetouſneſs, Am- 
bition and Pride. Vices, which are become ſo 
predominant among the Chriſtian Clergy, as to 
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give ſufficient Occaſion for the Scoff of Infidels 
and Atheiſts; that Prieſts of all Religions are the 
fame. It is indeed melancholic to reflect what in- 
finite Scandal is brought upon the only true Re- 
ligion upon Earth, by having the Stewardſhip of 
ber Myſteries committed to the Truſt of ſuch un- 
worthy Perſons : And ſuch it will for the moſt 
Part be impoſſible to keep it from, while the Re- 
venues of the Church are diſtributed as they are. 
What a Proſpect mult this give of Chriſtianity, to 
ſee the Teachers of it always ſcuffling and con- 
tending together for Dignities and Preferments, 
and behaving no better to one another than the 
wild Beaſts of the Foreſt or Fiſhes of the Sea; 
the Stronger ever devouring the Weaker ; all look- 
ing their can Way, every one for his Gain from his 
Quarter? Is this agreeable yto that Example of 
equal Dealing, which the Society of the Chriſtian 
Clergy was required to ſhew the World ; when 
it is thought fit for one Man to live in the ut- 
moſt Pompand Splendor, and beput intoa Capacity 
of indulging himſelf in all Manner of Eaſe and 
Voluptuouſneſs ; while another, who has an equal 
Right toa Maintenance, ſhall be condemned all his 
Lite-time to ſerve in Qual; ty of Journeyman or 
Under-ſtrapper to do all the Drudgery of the for- 
mer; and that often for ſmaller Wages than the 
| other gives his Footman ? One would imagine it a 
Breach of Chriſtian Charity for one Clergyman not 
to think himſelf well ferved till he enjoy as much 
as would make two of his needy Brethren with 
their Families, eſteem themſelves richly provided 
for, if they had nothing elſe. But what ſhall 
we ſay for the comprehenſive Swallows of thoſe 
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Reverend Gentlemen, who cannot be fatisfied 


r.. 


than what would be ſufficient for ten, fifteen, or 


even twenty ſuch Families; who are by this Means 
reduced to a ſtarving Condition! And yet per- 
haps thoſe very Gentlemen have plentiful Eſtates 
of their own beſides; ſo that if Matters were as 
they ought to be, they are not entitled to one 
Penny of the Churches Patrimony. One would 
expect that theſe Perſons ſhould be contented at 
leaſt to relinquith ſome of their Superfluities to 
ſerve the preſſing Neceſſities of their diſtreſſed 
Brethren : But, alas! if we try them, we 
ſhall find ourſelves much miſtaken. They 
are too tenacious ever to let go what they have 
once got hold of, Nay if any of them do but 
ſee a poor Loaf of Bread falling in the Way of 
a half famiſhed Wretch, if it comes within his 
Reach, it will be a great Piece of Self-denial in 
him to paſs by, without ſnatching it as greedily 
out of the Jaws of the other, as if he was ready 
to periſh with Hunger himſelf. After which it 


will be a ſurprizing Inſtance of Generoſity, if he 


can be prevailed upon to throw the needy Starve- 
ling a few Scraps of the Parings, to comfort him 
under his Diſappointment. 
And yet, which is moſt pleaſant, were it not 
a Matter of ſuch melancholic Confideration, it is 
very common to hear thoſe pampered Sons of 
Ledi making the londeſt Exclamations againſt 
the many ſacrilegious Robberics ſaid to be com- 
mitted by the State upon the Revenues of the 
Church at the Time of the Reformation. This 
they wall often repeat with no ſmall Aggravation, 
and 


( 


and ſeal it with many grave Shrugs and Shak- 


ings of the Head, to ſhew their great Concern, 
compaſſionate Men! for the grievous Hardſhips 
which are by this Means brought upon the in- 
ferior Clergy. But all this While, you will not 
hear a Word of their own much blacker Sacri- 
lege in barbarouſly eating the Meat out of the 
Mouths of thoſe very Perſons, and unmercifully 
riding them to boot, whoſe deplorable Condition 


they would have you believe, they are thus 


| heartily bewailing, No, what they have, they 
will tell you, is ſtill in the Poſſeſſion of the 
Church ; and whatever they expend out of it, or 
lay up for their Children, 1s a real Anſwering of 
the End for which it was deſigned ; nor do they 
find that they have any Thing to ſpare, when 
theſe Purpoſes are ſerved, And thus, good Men! 
they imagine they have ſufficiently ſilenced all 
Objections, which can be made againit them. 
But, by theſe Gentlemen's Leave, I cannot for- 
bear thinking, that the State was not guilty of 
half that Blame at the Reformation, which they 
would invidiouſly throw upon it: And as to the 
Charge of Sacrilege, it has no Share with them 
in that; but they may take it wholly to them- 
ſelves. None ſurely can have a better Title to 
it than they, in Compariſon with whom a 


ſneaking Rogue who ſteals the Communion Plate - 


is but a mere Shadow of a Thief. For his Pil- 
fering can do {mall Hurt to any one, and he ſtands 
the Chance of being hanged for it; but theſe 
Gentlemen ruin whole Families under a Colour 
of Law and Right; and can fit down unconcern- 
edly, when they have done, as if they were per- 
fectly innocent, The 
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The Reformation we know happen'd at a 
Time, when the Clergy had cajolled the Laity 
out of a very great (if not the greateſt) Part of 
the Riches of the Nation: And how well they 
had uſed it I need not go about to ſhew. It is 
plain that this, inſtead of being any Way ſer- 
viceable, had proved the Ruin of many Thou- 
ſands ; and in the Iſſue had ſo impoveriſhed the 
State, that after a prepoſterous Manner the State 
was forced, even for its temporal Support, to de- 


pend upon the Church, inſtead of the Churches 


depending for the ſame upon it, which was always 
intended by Chriſt himſelf. It was high Time 
therefore for the Civil Government to endeavour 
to diſengage itſelf from ſo unnatural a Bondage, 
when it found itſelf thus tied and hamper'd with 
Thongs taken out of its own Skin. And this 
could no ways be brought about, but by reſum- 
ing its own; which yet was done fo, that if the 
Church could be prevailed upon to model herſelf 
according to her original Standard, none of her 
Clergy need want, But when we hear Men of the 
forementioned Stamp, making ſuch hideous Out- 
cries of the Wrongs done to the Church at the 
Reformation, we may take it for granted, that 
all this, is not for the Sake of the poorer Clergy. 
No, it is wholly for the Sake of their own dear 
Selves ; becauſe they know very well, that in the 
Scramble of ſo large a Heap, they would ſtand a 
good Chance of getting more. And their com- 
mon Practice ſhews ſufficiently how much the 
Matter would be mended, might they have 
Things to their Minds. Wherever we ſee a 
poor little Living ſcarce ſufficient to pay. the Jour- 

. ney- 


{ 39 ) 
neyman's Wages, which yet muſt be kept upon 
it ; theſe Gentlemen never trouble their Heads 
about that : Such Vultures will not catch at 
this. But no ſooner ſhall the fame Living be 
augmented ſo as to make it a comfortable Main- 
tenance for a poor Man and his Family, than it 
becomes their proper Game : And it 1s ten to one 
but it will preſently be ſeen in the Hands of ſome 
Preferment-Hunter, who had more than enough 
before, and more than he deſerved by it all. This 
is no more than what many here knows from 
their own Experience: And a hopeful Encou- 
ragement it is for rich Perſons to beſtow their 
Charity in enlarging the Profits of poor Livings, 
or indeed for wiſhing the Church to have any 
more temporal Endowments than what ſhe is al- 
ready poſſeſſed of. For were her Preferments as 
numerous as the Sand upon the Sea-ſhore, they 
would always be found inſufficient to glut ſuch 
inſatiable Appetites. And every friendleſs Wretch, 
and ſuch as could not ſtoop to the vile Practices, 
which theſe Gentlemen make no Bones of, muſt 
always continue in the ſame deſtitute Condition. 
Should any of the Apoſtles or primitive Mar- 
tyrs now riſe from the Dead, what can we ima- 
gine would they ſay of the preſent Eccleſiaſtical 
Oeconomy? How would they bear the Sight, to 
behold the Revennes of the Church, the intend- 
ed Support and Aſylum of the Poor and Diſtreſ- 
ſed, ſo far perverted from their original Deſign, 
as to be made a Bait to turn the Government of 
the Church into the Hands of Men, whoſe ſole 
Aim. thereby is to enrich their Families, or fatis- 
fy. their Luſts and their Vanities? How would 
> they 
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( 40) 
they bluſh to ſee the well meant Charities of fo 
many pious Princes and Men of Rank, now be- 
come a Bone of Contention to put worldly-mind- 
ed Men upon ſeeking to circumvent and under- 
mine one another by all manner of baſe Arts and 
Compliances to attain their wretched Ends ? 
What would a Clement, an Ignatius, or a Poly- 
carp ſay, to fee the Clergy ſo eagerly ſcuffling 
with one another for large Incomes and Prefer- 
ments; and ſo exactly copying after the Scribes 
and Phariſees, in binding heavy Burdens grievous 
zo be borne, and laying them upon the Shoulders of 
their Brethren, while they themſeFves will not 
move them wit one of their Fingers? What Judg- 
ment would thoſe bleſſed Saints make concerning 
fuch of their Succeſſors, who have ſo far forgot 
their Duty, as to take State upon them, and diſ- 
dain 20 ſet their Fellows even with tha Dogs of 


their Flocks; and are fo loſt to all Bowels and 
Senſe of Compaſſion for the Afflictions of others, 


that they can excuſe themſelves from the leaſt 
Obligation of Concern about. them, out of a pre- 
tende Reaſonableneſs, that the atmoſt they can 
obtain is little enough to enable them to live ſui- 
tably to their Quality, and provide for their Fa- 
milies; or to. make a ſufficient Return for the 
Expences of their Education ? What could thoſe 
primitive Paſtors think, when they found the 
principal, if not the only Care, of the Shepherds 
of Souls employed in ſecuring themſelves of the 
Fleeces and Profits of their Flocks? as if that 
were the only Lim neceſſarium of their Duty, 
and St. Paul's Example were now no otherwiſe 


to be imitated than by the Inverſion of it, in 


ſeeking 


( 41 ) 
feeking theirs, but not them. In fine, with what 
a Mixture of Shame and Deteſtation, and Sor- 
row, may we reaſonably ſuppoſe would thoſe ho- 
ly Perſons be filled at all theſe Abominations ? 
when they ſhould hear their Saviour thus be- 
moaning the fallen State of his Church. Mine 
Heritage 1s unto me as a ſpeckled Bird, the Birds 
round about are againſt her. Many Paſtors have 


deſtroyed my Vineyard, they have troden my Portion 


under Foot ; they have made my pleaſant Portion a 
deſolate Wilderneje. They have made it dzſclite, and 
being deſolate it mourneth unto me ; the whole Land 
is made deſolate, becauſe no Man layeth t to Heart. 

And now, with what Face do we think, can 
our preſent boaſted Succeſſors of the Apoſtles 
pretend to ſet thoſe primitive Fathers for their 


Pattern? Nay, how can they mention their ve- 
nerable Names without bluſhing for Shame? Vet 


this upon all Gccaſions they affect to do, and that 
even in Defence of their Irregularities; which 
can be reſolved into nothing but the moſt 
incurable Blindneſs, or harden'd Impudence. 
In a manner the whole Body of our pre- 
lent Clergy, (the richer Part eſpecially) ſeem 
to be quite inſenſible of any Guilt they incur in 
the foregoing Reſpects. At leaſt they will not 
own it, and ſo ſet themſelves at the fartheſt Re- 
move from all Hopes of Amendment. As if they 
were ambitious. to copy after the Phariſees in 
every Reſpect, they are apt to deride all Remon- 
{trances which can be made to them of this 
Kind, and juſtify themſelves before Men. Would 
you attempt to ſhew them what a wrong Thing 
it 1s * a Chriſtian Biſhop 10 prefer one of his 

F Preſbyters 
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4 ( 42 ) 
Preſbyters before another, or do any Thing by Par- 
liality, upon Account of any temporal Obliga- 
tion, which he can lay under; it is odds, but 
you will be ſpurned at for your Inſolence and Im- 
pudence; or if you be vouchſafed an Anſwer, it 
will ſcarce be of more Force than this, which 
yet muſt be looked upon as ſufficient, That in the 
preſent State of the Church Things can be no other- 
20%; and if any Alterations ſhould be attempt- 
ed, it would be in Danger of making the Matter 
much worſe. Would you go about to perſuade a 
rich ſuperannuated Eccleſiaſtic to relinquiſh his 
Living, and make way for thoſe that want it; as 
having an abundant Sufficiency without it. How 
large ſoever that Sufficiency may be, he will ei- 
ther take all your Diſcourſe as only meant by 
way of banter ; or if he perceive you in Earneſt, 
he has got Scripture to ſtop your Mouth; where 
it is ſaid, That , any provide not for his own, + 
and eſpecially for thoſe of his own Houſe, he hath 
denied the Faith, and is worſe than an Infidel. And 
by the Strength of this Quotation he will ſatisfy 
his Conſcience in ſcrewing down ſome poor Cu- 
rate ſo low in his Salary, that if the latter be fo 
unfortunate as to have a Family, he may alſo 
icrew up his Mouth for any great Occaſion he 1 
has for it; unleſs it be to ſpend his Lungs in the 
Service of his bountiful Maſter. Again when 
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bf: we plead, how contrary it is to that Brotherly 
q Love, Contempt of earthly Things, and Rely- 
bh ance upon God (which ought to be the diſtin- 
i guiſhing Character of a Chriſtian Prieſt) that one 


Man ſhould not be content with the Portion of 
two, but be continually graſping afrer more; we 
8 uſually 
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uſually hear no better Defence for the Lawfulneſs 
of it, than an impious referring us to the Prac- 
tice of all Mankind. And they ſeem ta think 
they have given a ſufficient Anſwer, when an 
aſk us in our Turn, What Man daes otherwiſe ? 

A hopeful Anſwer indeed from one who has pre- 
ſumed to take upon him the tremendous Otfice 
of an Ambaſſador for Chriſt, and ſuch as will be 
of equal Force to abſolve him from the moſt fla- 


gitious Crimes, if he have but Multitudes enow 


to keep him in Countenance. It muſt be ac- 
knowledged, if that can give them any Satisfac- 
tion, that (by ſo long a Run of ſuch accurſed 
Examples from thoſe who ought to be the Pat- 
terns of all Good) it is at length come to pals, 

There are few who do otherwiſe ! But, good God! 
is this an Argument ſufficient to acquit Men from 
their Obligations of Charity to one another, and 
make them throw away all Humanity and Com- 
paſſion ? O, Chriſtianity, whither art thou fled ? 
In what Corner of the Earth ſhall we ſeek thee ? 
when the very Heathens ſhew much ſtronger In- 
ſtances of a ſincere Devotion to their falſe Gods, 
than the Teachers of the Goſpel themſelves can 
for the moſt Part be prevailed upon to ſkew to 
the True. What is now become of that ardent 
| Zeal for the Glofy of God and Good of Souls, 

that ſtrict Temperance and Purity of Manners, 

that Holineſs of Converſation, that amiable Meck- 
neſs and Humility, and finally that unwearied 
Diligence in all the Duties of Religion, which 
the primitive Clergy were fo remarkable for? 
Theſe Things were perhaps never more talked of 
than in our own Congregations. But, alas! they 
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( 44 ) 
ſeem now-a-days, as if they were only deſigned 
to be talked of there, without ever being put in 
Practice any where: for, generally ſpeaking, if 
we take the Teacher himſelf out of his Pul- 
pit or reading Deſk, we ſhall find him in his 
whole Behaviour and Converſation to act as if 


they were no longer in his Thoughts. Thus hath 


te God of this Werld blinded the Minds of them 
that ſhould be Guides to others. When Men 
wilfully ſhut their Eyes, and receive not the Truth 
in the Love of it, the next Step is for God to 
take away the very Power of Seeing from them, 
and fend them firons Deluſion, that they ſhould be- 
lieve a Lie: So that in the End they come to 
commit Sin greedily, without Shame or Remorſe, 
and are Proof againſt all the Means which can 
be uſed for their Reformation, Their Conſcience 
zs feared as with a hot Iron; the Word of the Lord 
75 unto them a Reproach, they have no Delight 
in . 

Nor, while Things continue in this Situation, 
are we to expect much more Credit to Chriſti- 
anity from the Examples of thoſe unfortunate 
Clergy-Men, who are thus oppreſſed and tram- 
pled under Foot by their Brethren. We know 
that Poverty and hard Circumſtances have no leſs 
Tendence to abate Mens Virtues, than a State of 
Affluence and Plenty. 


Haud facile emergunt, quorum Virtutibus obſtat 
Res anguſta Domi. Juven. Sat. iii. 


This oftentimes compels a generous Mind to act 
Things beneath himſelf; for which he ought 


rather 


(45) 

rather to be pitied than reproached. The Crying 
Wants of a Family ; the Importunities of Cre- 
ditors; the contemptuous Uſage he daily meets 
with; and above all the bitter Moans and 
Complaints of an inconſolable Wife, which are 
perpetually ſounding in his Ears; theſe certainly 
are no ſmall Trials for a poor Man to ſtrug- 
gle with, and no it is Wonder if they ſometimes 
beat him from his Guard. But if at any Time 
he chance to kick under the Load that oppreſſes 
him, or ſhew the leaſt Reſentment againſt the 
true Cauſe of all his Miſery; this is an unpardon- 
able Crime indeed; and the leaſt Puniſhment it 
is thought worthy of, is the adding more Weight 
to his Burden. Thus after his charitable Bre- 
thren have puſhed the poor Wretch into a Ditch, 
they endeavour to beat out his Brains for having 
Spots upon his Cloaths; and like true Devils taxe 
a Delight, firſt in tempting him to Sin, and then 
in tormenting him for it afterwards. 

I think: nothing to be more evident than this, 
that the Failures of many of the poor Clergy are 
entirely owing to the Circumſtances they are re- 
duced to. The mutual Afiiſtance and Inſtruc- 
tion, which reſulted heretofore from the con- 
ſtant Aſſociation of Eccleſiaſtics together under a 
good Biſhop, is now deſtroyed : And every one 
is left to ſtand upon his own Bottom, againſt all 
Temptations, which may aſſault him. The poor 
Man, by Reaſon of his Dependence upon his 
kind Neighbours for a Livelihood, 1s oftentimes 
drawn to many Compliances, which are not at 
all agreeable with his Character. Sometimes his 
Wants, ſometimes the Obligations he lies under, 

Bo | ſome- 
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ſometimes mere Complaiſance to avoid giving 
Offence, and ſometimes the Violence of his in- 
ward Grief engages him in ſuch Company as 
himſelf perhaps does not very well approve of. 
But in the End, it ſeldom fails to ſuperinduce 
upon him a Habit of Idleneſs, if not of beaſtly 
Drunkenneſs ; juſt according to the Company he 
keeps. And then he is ſure of having his Faults 
made as thread-bare as the Coat upon his Back : 
While his oppulent Brother can every Day be- 
ſtow as much upon his bloated Carcaſe, as would 
maintain a poor Family a whole Week ; and 
perhaps makes a frequent Practice of burying both 
his Senſes, and his Reaſon in Oceans of Liquor, - 
without any one being the wiſer, but his own 
Family or Dependents. But ſuch vicious Habits 
are moſt incident to the poor Man in a State 
of Marriage. He is in all likelihood no, better 
fortified with the Virtue of Continence than his 
Brother, who lives more jollily ; and therefore 
thinks it more prudent to marry than lie under 
the Temptation of doing worſe. But, alas ! for 
the unfortunate Couple, who by this Means be- 
come the Parents of Children, which they can 
no Way provide for, without the charitable Al- 
ſiſtance of others: The miſerable Conſequences 
of which muſt needs be conſpicuous to every 
diſcerning Perſon. And the more the Man is 
addicted to ſtudy, the greater ſtill is his Miſery, 
For this can very ill ſuit with his Circumſtances. - 
In fine, to compleat the Tragedy, the Thoughts 
of his unpitied Condition at length pierce ſo deep, 
as either to crack his Brain, or break his Heart, 
And all this, his charitable Brethren can look 

| upon 


: CT) 
upon without thinking themſelves in the leaſt 
concerned, Here is a poor Widow and a Num- 
ber of helpleſs Children turned into the wide 
World to ſeek their Fortunes; and for the moſt 
Part we may ſooner expect to fetch Honey out 
of a Stone, or pierce an Adamant with a Hair, 
than to ſee one of theſe gorged Eccleſiaſtics re- 
- trench the leaſt needleſs Expence for the Relief 
of a poor Family, thus brought to Ruin by 

their Means. | | 
Many ſuch miſerable Objects among the poor 
Clergy are to be met with in moſt, if not all the 
Counties of this Kingdom. Such is the Conſe- 
quence of enſlaving one Part of the Clergy in 
Quality of Journeymen, to ſerve the Idleneſs, 
Pride and Avarice, of the other. And what Re- 
medy do the Governors of the Church take to 
remove theſe Grievances ? Why generally, every 


new Biſhop brings a new Train of Relations and 


Dependents along with him ; all of whom muſt 
be provided for out of the Spoils of the Church, 
and many of them very largely too; whatever 
becomes of others, or how ill ſoever theſe Fa- 
vourites of Fortune be qualified. So that it is no 
uncommon Thing to ſee a Perſon preferred by a 
Biſhop himſelf to a Prebend's Stall, well littered 
with two or three, or half a dozen, of the fat- 
teſt Livings, who would have done much more 
Service to his Country at the Plow-tail. 

We have no Reaſon therefore to wonder why 
thoſe Pariſhes are not always the beſt ſerved, 
where Livings are in the Gift of Eccleſiaſtics. 
A Lay-Patron, or even the Pariſhioners, might 
they be permitted to chuſe for themſelves, are 


frequently 
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frequently known to have much more Regard 
for the Reputation of the Church, than a Biſhop 
himſelf. But when I mention the Pariſtnoners, 
(who, one would think, might expect ſome Re- 
gard from their Biſhop) yet a poor Curate can 
have no Crime laid to his Charge more certain to 
deprive him of all Hopes of ſucceeding his Ma- 
ſter, than their bare Recommendation of him for 
that Purpoſe, tho” in never ſo hearty a Manner, 
if he have nothing elſe to carry him through : 

And thar for this doughty Reaſon, becauſe if once 
a Dioceſan ſhould thus give way to the Solicita- 
tions of Pariſhioners, he would have no Living 


left to his own Diſpoſal. Nay, fo wretched is 


the Caſe of theſe friendleſs Drudges, that they are 
ſeldom permitted to have the leaſt Security of the 
{mall Pittance they obtain ; but are liable to be 
deprived of their All, upon every Pique or Op- 
portunity of Advantage to their worthleſs Em- 


ployer. And, as if they were a Species of Mor- 
- tals below the leaſt Pity or Regard, it is fome- 


times ſeen, that when a moderate Living falls in 
the Gift of a reverend Father in God, tho' he ſee 
ſo many of theſe piteous Objects on every fide of 
him, whoſe miſerable Condition even pleads in 
their Behalf for God's Sake ; yet he ſooner chu- 
ſes to cram it unaſked down the Throat of ſome 
Eccleſiaſtic, who, if he had not got a Dog's Ap- 
petite, is ſufficiently glutted already! And this 
is looked upon as an Act of ſurprizing Generoſity! 
But if their good Deeds be ſuch, what muſt be 

expected from their ill Deeds ? 
Upon the Whole, Matters are brought to that 
Paſs, that we can ſcarce find a Society of Men 
1 upon 


* 


1 

upon the Face of the Earth, which betrays more 
wretched Partiality and unequal Dealing towards 
one another, or more haughty and diſdainful Be- 
Haviour of Superiors towards Inferiors, than what 
is at preſent viſible among Churchmen. So that 
the Complaint, which God once made againſt the 
"Jewiſh Church, may be too appoſitely now ap- 
=_ to the Chriſtian ; There is Conſptracy of 
er Prophets in the Midſt thereof, like a roaring 
Zion ravening the Prey: they have devoured 
Souls : they have taken the Treaſure and precious 
Things: they have made her many-Widows in the 
Miaſt thereof. Her Priefts have violated my Law, 
and have profaned my holy Things : they have put 
uo Difference between the Holy and Profane, nei- 
ther have they ſhewed Difference between the Un- 
clean and the Clean ; and have hid their Eyes from 
my Sabbaths, and I am profaned among them. Moe 
be to the Shepherds of Iſrael that do feed them- 
 fehves : ſhould not the Shepherds feed the Flock ? ye 
eat the Fat, and ye clath you with the Wooll ; ye 
kill them that are fed: but ye feed not the Flock. 
The Diſeaſed have ye not ſtrengtbened, neither have 
ye healed that which was ſick, neither have ye bound 
up that which was broken, neither have ye brought 
again that which was driven away, neither have ye 
ought that which was loſt: but with Force and 
with Cruelty have ye ruled them. And they were 
ſeattered becauſe there was no Shepherd: and they 
became Meat to all the Beaſts of the Field, when 
they were ſcattered. No Wonder then that a So- 
ciety ſo depraved from their original Inſtitution 
ſhould bring ſuch Contempt upon their ſacred 
Function. This is what they have none to * 
= | or, 
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. (30) 
for, but themſelves. e are departed out of the 


May: ye have cauſed many to tumble at the Law - 


ye have corrupted the Covenant of Levi, ſaith the 
Lord of Hoſts. Therefore have I alſo made you 
contemptible and baſe before all the People, accor ng 
as ye have not kept my Ways, but have been partial 
in the Law. Our Saviour himſelf tells us that 
If the Salt have hoſt his Savour, wherewith ſhall it 


be ſalted? It is thenceforth good for nothing, but 


to be caſt out, and trodden underfoot of Men. But 


tis is not all, for this Contempt cannot reſt u 


on themſelves, but muſt neceſſarily reflect t 
utmoſt Diſhonour upon our holy Religion, and 
give Occaſion to the Enemies of the Lord to blaſ- 
pheme. 
Every one is ready to lay all the Blame of the 
numerous Sects and different Perſuaſions ſo ſcan- 
dalous to Chriſtianity, upon the ill Examples of 


the Clergy. And ſurely this is a very natural In- 


ference. For when Men come to compare the 
glorious Light, which ſhone forth in the Lives of 
the firſt Teachers of the Goſpel, with the corrupt 
Manners and Converſation of the preſent boaſted 
Succeſſors of thoſe Holy Perſons; how can a 


Difference ſo wide and fo viſible but put them to 


a full Stand, and force them, whether they will 
or no, to conclude, that certainly it is impoſſible 


for theſe two Sorts of Perſons to be guided by 


the fame Spirit? And what Wonder is it, if well 
meaning People are thus liable to be often im- 
poſed upon by crafty deſigning Men, under a 
falſe Appearance of great Sanctity of Life, and 
Zeal for the Truth ? This, as Matters are now 
ordered, is ſcarce ayoidable, Nor can our pre- 

tended 


(52) 3 

tended regular Miniſters, with any ſhew of Mo- 
deſty, go about to undeceive ſuch deluded Perſons 
by that infallible Mark, which our Saviour has 
given for diſtinguiſfling falſe Teachers from true. 
How can they, above all Perſons, refer People to 
this Teſt : Ye ſhall know them by tbeir Fruits, 
when their own Fruits are apparently ſo corrupt? 
What is this, but to condemn themſelves, and 
l confirm others more ſtrongly in their Errors? We 
know it is uſually argued that by Fruits, is here 
meant the neceſſary Tendence of their Doctrine; 
and no Church is to be blamed for the Failures 
of particular Perſons, where an Orthodoxy of 
Doctrine is preſerved, a regular Performance of 
the publick Worſhip of God, and a due Admi- 
niſtration of his Word and Sacraments. This I 
own is an Agreement ſufficient to convince any 
Perſon, that he may with Safety continue in the 
Communion of ſuch a Church; ſince the Efficacy 
of none of thoſe Things depends either upon the 
perſonal Holineſs or Wickedneſs of the Miniſter. 
But the Qualification of a true Church in this 
Deſcription is quite incompleat, without adding 
an Orthodoxy of Diſcipline as well as an Ortho- 
dcexy of Doctrine; or elſe including one with- 
| in the other. For I inſiſt upon it, that one is as 
eſſentially the Mark of a true Church as the other, 
And an orthodox Doctrine without an orthodox 
Diſcipline, or an orthodox Diſcipline, without 

an orthodox Doctrine, is juſt as effectual to conſti- 

tute a true Church, as Faith without Works, 
or Works without Faith, to make a true Chriſtian. 
A vain Thing therefore it is for any Chuch to 
boaſt of her orthodox Faith, while ſhe has a he- 
G 2 terodox 
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terodox Diſcipline, ſince if it were poſſible to 


have the Former without the Latter (which by 


the Way I deny) ſhe is yet no better than a dead 
Lump, without Life or Spirit. And nothing 
can be a greater Abſurdity than for the Miniſters 
of ſuch a pretended true Church to endeavour to 
preſerve Waverers within the Boſom of their 


Church, by the above quoted Mark of true or 
or falſe Teachers. For by this Means their own 
Argument is retoried upon them with greater 


Force than ever ; when it fo plainly appears, 
that the Occaſion of ſuch bad Fruit among them- 
ſelves is ſolely owing to the Corruptneſs of the 
Tree on which it grows. So true is that Saying 
of our Lord in this Reſpect, A good Tree cannot 
bring forth evil Fruit : Neither can a corrupt Tree 
bring forth good Fruit. men 1 

It may here be worth the While to obſerve, 
how naturally ſeveral miſtaken Notions concern- 
ing the Government and Diſcipline of the Church 
ſeem to have taken their Riſe from its Departure 
from its original Inſtitution: As one Extreme 
commonly begets another. 

The great Scandal given by Eccleſiaſtics in 
aſpiring to temporal Dignities and Honours, one 
Part unmerciſully devouring and enſlaving the 
other, and the appropriating Pariſhes to Preſby- 
ters as 10 many petty Biſhops, has been the Oc- 


caſion of that Preſbyterian Parity which prevails 
with one Sect of Chriſtians, and Jndependency 


with another; by both which, the Opportunity 
of a good Biſhop's Example to temporal Gover- 
nors is quite taken away, a divine Inſtitution laid 
aſide, and a Door opened for all ſuch Perſons 


to 


LD 
to aſurp the Prieſt's Office without a lawful 
Call. 

Again, while the Revenues of the Church 
were kept in one common Stock, and were no 
otherwiſe diſtributed among Clergymen than as 
their real Wants required ; Men had a daily Ex- 
poſitor before their Eyes, in what Senſe that 
Portion of Scripture, Adds ii. 44, 45. was to be 
underſtood, But after theſe were turned into 
private Properties, in the Nature of temporal 
Eſtates and Poſſeſſions, all the Marks of ſuch a 
Reſemblance of the State of the Bleſſed were 
extinct among Chriſtians ; unleſs you will call 
that ſuch, which is ſtill remaining in the Ro- 
 miſh Monaſteries and Nunneries. And when 
the Scriptures continued to remind People of a 
Practice among the primitive Chriſtians, of which 
the leaſt Footſteps were not remaining, except 
the groſſeſt Abuſe of it; at length ſome Men of 
low and deſperate Fortunes took the Advantage 
of wreſting them to ſuch an Interpretation as 
would favour their own villainous Deſigns of en- 
riching themſelves out of their Neighbour's Pro- 
perties : Which in the End terminated in open 
Rebellion againſt the Civil Magiſtrate, to the de- 
ſtruction of whole Countries, and the Loſs of 
many thouſand of Lives (a). 

Another Occaſion of infinite Miſchief and 
Scandal to Chriſtianity has been the Want of 
rightly diſtinguiſhing the ſecular Authority from 
the ſpiritual ; and not keeping theſe two abſo- 


(a } Witneſs the Diſturbances raiſed b * Anaba tiſts in Ger- 
many, Anno 1525, To which the horrid Rebellion here in Eng- 
land, which was raifed by the Sectaries, had a near Affinity. 
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(0 
lately ſeparate from each other ; which, as has 
been ſhewn, can never be lodged in the ſame 
Hand without Damage to both. For whatever 
Share the Church at any Time got of the ſecular 
Power, to make it her own for ever, ſhe pre- 
tended it became thenceforward Holy, and fo 


' pleaded the fame Right over it with the Autho- 
rity ſhe received from Chriſt himſelf. And by 


this Legerdemain of ſhuffling and confounding 
together, whatever ſhe got into her own Heap, 
ſhe kept encroaching Step by Step upon the ſe- 
cular Authority ; till at length her pretended vi- 
ſible Head, the holy Man at Rome, ſet up for a 
temporal Prince himſelf : Nor would this ſatisfy 
the Ambition of. this humble Servus Servorum, 
without challenging alſo the Empire of the whole 
Earth, by Virtue of his Keys and triple Crown ; 


and attempting to reduce all other Princes in it 
under his Bondage: And I ſuppoſe he will aſſert 
the ſame Prerogative in the Moon too, or any 


other of the Planets, as ſoon as ever his faithful 
Emiſſaries can find out a Way to them. But this 
ſhameful Ambition and Tyranny of the Holy 
Church became too inſupportable to continue al- 
ways. For ſeveral States, after they had been ſuffi- 
ciently galled by it, began to throw off the Yoke ; 
to which Work, in theſe Kingdoms eſpecially, ma- 
ny well meaning Eccleſiaſtics lent their helping 
Hands. But theſe Perſons in general had been ſo 
long naturalized to that monſterous Compoſition 
of the Civil with the Eccleſiaſtical Authority, thus 
artfully blended together by their Predeceſſors; that 
they either could not rightly diſtinguiſh the one 
from the other, or elſe could not think of having 

3 4 
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a thorough Reformation effected at ſo dear a Rate A 


as the Expence of their own Share in it, And 
thus a Miſt was ſtill kept before the Eyes of the 
State, to defraud it of its own proper Right, un- 
der the ſpecious Pretence of acknowledging the 
State for the Head of the Church. By which 
Means the Church was in her Turn as much 
cramped in her Diſcipline, as ſhe before had 
cramped the State in its Adminiſtration ; and in- 
ſtead of enſlaving all under the Supremacy of a 
Pope, her own Government was now forged and 
and hammered into the Model of an Eraſties: 
Still to ſerve equally the Deſigns of worldly mind- 
ed Perſons. Hence we have the ſacred Rite of 
Ordination turned into a mere Farce (a), not to 
ſay worſe, With what Conſcience do we thin 
can moſt of our Candidates anſwer thoſe ſolemn 


and awful Queſtions put to them in that ſacred 


Office; when it is ſo apparent that their principal, 


if not their ſole End of entering themſelves into 


the Miniſtry, is for the Sake of a temporal Main- 
tenance ? For this they are deſtined by their Pa- 
rents to the Miniſtry ; and what Sort of Men ſo- 
ever they turn out, the Conſideration of the Ex- 


pence of their Education, and eſpecially if they 


have a good Living provided, (it is no Matter by 


What Means) theſe are generally Qualifications 


ſufficient. And with what Face can the Interro- 


gator himſelf put theſe Queſtions to ſuch Can- 
didates, when he either actually is, or, if it be 


not his own Fault, may be acquainted with this 
before? Or how can he diſcharge his own Con- 
{cience, while he is ſolemnly adjuring other poor 


(. See the Office for ordaining Deacons and Priefts. 
| Wretches 


(36 ) 
Wrethches to Diligence in Prayers, and in read- 
ing of the Holy Scriptures, and in ſuch Studies as 
help to the Knowledge of the fame, laying afide the 
Study of the World and the Fleſh ; when he at the 
fame Time knows full well that theſe Candidates, 
without begging their Bread, muſt either lay out 
moſt of their Studies afterwards to maintain their 
Families, or elſe they muſt ſtarve ? What is all 
this but a playing with ſacred Things in the moſt 
ſhameful Manner? What leſs can it be judged 
than Blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt, for Perſons 
no better qualified than the generality of our Can- 
didates for Holy Orders are, to give affirmative 
Anſwers to theſe tremendous Queſtions ? ds yor 
truſt that you are inwardly moved by the Holy 
Ghoſt, to take upon you this Office and Miniftration ? 
Do you think in your Heart that ye be truly called, 


according to the Will of our Lord Tefus Chrift? 5 


&c. How ſuch Anſwers can be reconciled with 
the many manifeſt Perjuries ſwallowed down 
and digeſted by our Preferment Hunters (in their 
Diſpenjations for Non-reſidence, Bonds of Reſigna- 
tion, and Simonical Contracts) J cannot ſee. 
However, methinks, it would very well become 
ſuch Perſons not to value themſelves ſo highly 
upon tneir boaſted Apoſtolical Commiſſion, which 
they have obtained by ſuch foul Means, For 
doubtleſs theſe enter not by the Door into Chriſt's 
Sheepfold, but are to be reckoned among thoſe 
who climb up another Way; and are vaſtly more to 
blame than ſuch as ignorantly uſurp the Prieſt's 
Office of their own Heads, without the lawful Call. 
Again, another Occaſion of great Scandal to 
Chriſtianity, which ſtill proceeds from the ſame 
2 EE Source, 


TY 


N is given by that Manner of praying for 
our eccleſiaſtical as well as temporal Governors 
in beſtowing ſuch Epithets upon them, as are 
only proper to God himſelf, or the bolieſt of 
Saints, We are very ſenſible, that it is the in- 
diſpencible Duty of Chriſtians, to pray for Kings, 
and for all that are in Autority. But ſurely this 
ought to be done in a Manner becoming Chriſti- 
ans, and not in ſuch Sort as muſt render their 
Worſhip ridiculous to any wiſe and ſober Hea- 
then. The Language of the preſent Age in Men's 
Addrefſes to their Superiors has been often de- 
ſervedly blamed for its Departure from that Sim- 
plicity, which was uſed in former Ages. But 
however excuſable this may be in Men's Addreſ- 
ſes to one another; yet certainly in Interceſſions 
to the Great and Eternal God for the higheſt and 
beſt Men living, the. Epithets of mot gractous, 
moſt religious, moſt noble, moſt reverend, right re- 
verend, and ſuch like, may very well be ſpared, 
For what better are the beſt and higheſt Mortals 
in reſpect of that infinite Majeſty, than miſerable 
Worms? I ſpeak not this out of any Diſreſpect 
to my Superiors, but for the Sake of removing 
every Thing which may be an Occaſion of Scan- 
dal to Religion. And fare I am, that the more 
religious any Superior is, the more will he diſ- 
claim his own Right to any ſuch Complements ; 
which at the beſt can be reckoned no better than 
wretched Vanity, carrying along with it the 
ſtrongeſt Tang of the moſt abominable Flattery. 
Nor can I apprehend what Warrant Men could 
ever have for ſuch an Abuſe made of the Wor- 
ſhip of God from thoſe innocent W 
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of St. Luke to Theophilus, or St. Paul to the Ro- 


man Governor. 'This Abuſe ſeems to have given 


Occaſion to thoſe People called Qzakers for run- 


ning into the contrary Extreme, and making it 
a Part of Religion, to lay quite aſide all Titles of 
Honour and Reſpect to Superiors, upon any Ac- 
count whatever. | 

I might alſo mention the groſs Abuſes of that 
holy Right of Confirmation, and the pious Cuſ- 
tom of Godfathers and Godmothers, which have 


occaſioned the utter Aboliſhment of both among 
- ſeveral Sects. And the Scandal given by the 


Latter, has beena principal Cauſe of making others 
reject Infant Baptiſm, But I ſhall content my- 
ſelf with only touching upon one Miſchief more 
occaſioned by all theſe Enormities, which by no 
Means is to be omitted; and that is, the entire 
laying aſide of all Religion, What can be ex- 
pected when we have ſcarce the left Shadow left 
of that ardent Devotion, and heavenly Converſa- 
tion, which was ſo peculiar to Chriſtianity ; but 


What is to be found among a few brain- ſick pre- 


tended Enthuſiaſts ? It cannot be denied, but that 


ſeveral of the Clergy of our own Times have b 


their Writings ingeniouſly defended Chriſtianity 
againſt all the wicked Efforts of Infidels. But, 
alas? this of itſelf can be of ſmall Availment a- 
gainſt the ſpreading Congitation of ſo dangerous a 
Malady. A cannot but think that theſe learned 
Oppoſers of Infidelity would do much more Ser- 
vice to Chriſtianity by generouſly relinquiſhing 
the Loads of Church Preferments facrilegiouſly 
heaped upon ſome of them, as a Reward of their 
Merit; which makes it but too apparent that the 
I | Gratification 
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Gratification of their Ambition or Covetouſneſ; 


Was more at Heart in ſuch Performances, than 


any true Regard for the Cauſe of Religion, The 
Generality of Mankind have not ſuch metaphy- 


ſical Heads, as to be able to diſcern the Force of 


the Arguments, which are made Uſe of upon 
ſuch Occafions. And till ſomething elle be done, 

it can hardly be expected, but that Infidelity and 
Irreligion will always gain Ground, As long as 
the holy Scriptures are open to the reading of all 
Men, the manifeſt Contradiction between the 
primitive and the preſent Diſcipline of the Church 
will be a continual Reproach to us. And this, no 
Doubt, was the Reaſon why the more politick, 


but therefore the more wicked Clergy of Rome, 


were ſo induſtrious to conceal thoſe facred Wri- 
tings from their People. 

It is uſually urged by the Clergy themſelves, 
that the general Contradiction between the Lives 
and Profeſſions of private Chriſtians is the 8 
Stumbling Block, which lies in the Way to 
prevent Infidels from embracing Chriſtianity. 
Whence it follows, that the ſame Contradiction 


between the Behaviour and Obligations of the 


Teachers of Chriſtianity, muſt be an equal Cauſe 


_ of driving Chriſtians themſelves into Infidelity. 


The Reaſons are the ſame for continuing in Infi- 
delity in the former Caſe, and for taking Refuge 
in it in the latter. Both are drawn from the ap- 
parent Lie, which their Practices give to their Pro- 
feſſions. From whence Men arc naturally apt to 
conclude, that whatever ſuch Perſons pretend, 
they themſelves believe not a Word of what they 
85 And thus the moſt ſolemn Offices of our 
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Religion are looked upon as no better than mere 
Grimace and Diſguiſe, Only herein lies a Differ- 
ence, that the Clergy by their ill Examples do 
as it were engroſs the whole Guilt to themſelves ; 
for from thence all the Contagion takes it Riſe, 
and there it centers. 

Thus we ſee how evidently the eat Scan- 
dals and Diſorders, which have ever entered the 
Chriſtian Church, do derive their Original from 
the Defection of the Clergy from that Plan, which 
our Saviour and his Apoſtles had chalked out for 
them ; exchanging it for their own Inventions, 
This it is for the Clergy to uſurp the ſecular Au- 
thority, and regulate the Degrees of ſpiritual Su- 
periors and Inferiors, according to great Incomes 
and Preferments : which is juſt the fame, as to re- 
ſign ſo much of the Government of the Church 
into the Hands of the Devil, who will not fail to 


make his Advantage of it. Money and earthly De- 
pendences, when made Uſe of this Way, have al- 


ways a like Tendency to the Miſchief of this ſpi- 
ritual Body, which the rankeſt Poiſon has to che 


Body natural, Yet the Heads of moſt Clergy- 


men have received ſuch an unhappy Turn from 
theſe Things, that they ſeem as if they could not 
ſo much as imagine any ſolid Foundation to fix the 
Welfare and Dignity of the Church upon, with- 
out them. 

Thus in hat Degr ee 3 Men caſt off their 
Dependence upon God, in the ſame Degree they 
are diſabled from putting any true Confidence in 
him. They dare not, they cannot have the Heart 
to do it. It is true, we are required touſe all law- 
ful and honeſt Means in our Power to help our- 
ſelves; 


* 
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ſelves; and to neglect doing ſo, in Expectation 
that God ſhould do every Thing for us by Mi. 


racle, is not a true Truſt and Confidence, but a 
preſumptuous tempting of him. But certainly 
thoſe Means can never be lawful, which God 
has expreſly forbid, Woe are to take Notice 
then, that God has commanded his Miniſters, 


as ſuch, to rely upon no other Support in the 


Diſcharge of their Office, but upon himſelf only; 
and that they ſhould not afford the leaſt Um- 
brage to make it ſeem, as if his Church ſtood 
in Need of human Power or Art to uphold it. 
Hence they were ſtrictly forbid to be anxious 
about what they ſhould eat, or what they ſhould 
drink, or wherewithal they fhould be clothed ; but 
were to employ their principal Care and Stud 

in propagating the Kingdom of God and his Righ- 
teouſneſs, and all thoſe Things ſhould be added unto 
them, And when at any Time they were brought 
before Magiſtrates and Powers, they were not to 
afflict themſelves about what they ſhould anſwer, 


or ohat they ſhould ſay. For it was promiſed 


them that the Holy Ghoſt ſhould teach them in the 
ſame Hour, what they ought to ſay. Therefore 
they were to ſe/tle it in their Hearts, not to. me- 
ditate before, what they ſhould anſwer : for he 
would give them a Mouth and Wi ſdom, which all 
their Adverſaries ſhould not be able to gainſay, nor 


_ reſiſt. Nay they were aſſured that , they had 


Faith as a Grain of Muſtardſeed, they ſhould ſay 
unto this Mountain, Remove hence to yonder Place, 
and it ſhauld remove; and nothing ſhould be im- 
poſſible unto them, They ſhould have Power 70 
tread on Serpents and Scorpions, and over all the 

Power 
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Power of the Enemy; and nothing ſhould by any 
Means hurt them. And were the Church of God 
at this Time actuated by the ſame Faith, and go- 
verned by the ſame Principles ; there is no Doubt 
but ſhe would be enabled to do and ſuffer the 
ſame Things. For he, ho 7s the ſame Yeſterday, 
and to Day, and for ever, has given his Word 
that upon theſe Conditions his Preſence ſhall 
never be wanting to his Miniſters 0 the End of 
World. 

I preſume no more needs to be ſaid to prove 
that the foregoing was the Model, which the 
Holy Ghoſt preſcribed for the Diſcipline of the 
Chriſtian Clergy, as long as there ſhould be a 
Church upon Earth, For it has been ſhewn to 
be founded in the very Nature and End of their 
Inſtitution; and has not the leaſt Dependence 
upon any Change they could poſſibly undergo 
on a temporal Account. From whence it mult 
follow, that no temporal Change could be a ſuf- 
ficient Warrant for introducing any Change in it. 
It was an Attempt to amend the Works of God, 
and was ſure to have the fame Succeſs, which all 
ſuch Attempts muſt neceſſarily have. And ſuch 
Alterations of this Kind, as have been made, are 
much more criminal in many Caſes, than to en- 
tertain wrong Notions in a pure Article of Faith, 
For the latter ſometimes happened out of pure 
Miſtake, and was conſiſtent with an honeſt 
Mind ; but the former can never admit of the 
like Excuſe, At what Time ſoever therefore 
the Succeſſors of the Apoſtles began to looſe the 
Bands of the Goſpel Diſcipline, as too ſtrait for 
their ſecular and corrupt Deſigns, and to whos 

rac 


| 


ſwallowed ber up. And all theſe Evils have come 
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the Rules, which their Predeceſſors had left for 
their Direction, to the Gratification of their Lux- 


ury, Covetouſneſs, Ambition and Pride: At that 
Time they might be truly ſaid to apoſtatize from 
their Chriſtianity, and as really become Hereticks 


to the Faith, as any of thoſe whom they have 


the moſt virulently ſtigmatized with that odious 
Name. It is much to be wiſhed this were ſeri- 
ouſly conſidered by all thoſe fiery hot headed 
Zelots, who are ſo bitter againſt every one that 
differs from them in Opinion ; and this perhaps 
would caution them to caſt the Beams out of their 
own Eyes before they attempt to pull out the Motes 
which they pretended to ſee in the Eyes of their 


Brethren, 


I ſhall add 10 more at this Time, but only 
beg every ſincere Chriſtian to join with me in 
hearty Prayer to God; beſceching that he would 
be graciouſly pleaſed to heal up thoſe grievous 
Wounds which his Church has received from 
her own unnatural Sons, and reſtore her again to 
her ancient Beauty ; that her Lord may once 
more have a Delight in his Spouſe. The Ways 
of Zion do mourn, our Jeruſalem hath grievouſly 


ſinned : therefore ſhe is removed: all that honour- 


ed her, deſpiſe her. Her Friends have dealt trea- 
cherouſfly with her, they are become her Enemies. 
All that paſs by clap their Hands at her; they hiſs 
and wog their Heads at the Daughter of Feruſa- 
lem, ſaying, Is this the City that Men call the 
Perfection of Holineſs, the Joy of the whole Earth ? 
Her Enemies have opened their Mouth againſt ber: 
they hiſs and gnaſb the Teeth : they jay, We have 
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HE Title of this Second Sett of 
Catechiſms and Prayers, declares, 
bat it is taten out of two larger Books 


_ written for the Uſe of Children, wherein 


there are many more Compoſitions to afhiſt 
the Education of the: younger Part of 


Mankind, both for their Inſtruction in 
#be Principles of Religion, in the Knows 


ledge of Scripture, and in addreſſing God 
by Prayer, according to all the. — 
Occaſ ons of Childbood, of which I have 
there given particular Examples. 

I Confeſs I have taken out of the Book: 
* Prayers, for this ſecond. Stageof Child- 
Hood, nothing but one Morning and Evens, 
ing Prayer for the common Days of 1b 
Week: and for the Lord's-Day, together 
with a Grace before and after Meat; 
tho* a great Part of that Book is written 


for Youth about this Ape. 1 wwas ill; 
the pooreſt Families ſhould have ſome Ad- 


vantage by it, who could not furniſh every 
one 7 their Children with the whole Boot, 
<+ which | 
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which indeed would be much more benefi- 
RR Eo 
The Preface to the Firſt Sett of Cate- 
chiſms gives a particular Account of the 
Propofals or Requeſts which ] have 
made to Parents and Teachers, in order 
40 render the Inſtruction of Children iu 


the Things of God more eaſy and Succeſs- 


ful, viz. that while they are learning 
thoſe Catechiſms or Prayers which are 
compoſed for the youngeſt Years of Child- 
hood, they might frequently read over thoſe 
which are prepared for the next following 
Stage of Life: For hereby both the Words 
and Things will become more familiar to 
#hem when they arrive at à proper Age 


for learning them by Heart; I requeſted 


alſo, thai they would take all due Pains 
vo make Children underſtand every Thing 
tat they learn, that they may not trea- 
fare up mere Words as Parrots do, and 


gronounce them without a Meaning. 
F would take Notice here, that tho“ I 


Have ſuited the Firſt Sett of Catechiſms 


and Prayers to the Age of Children from 
three or four Years old to eight, and the Se- 
cond Sett from cight to twelve, yet Pa- 
rents and Teachers muſt uſe their own 
Diſcretion, and raiſe their Children to the 
elder 
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Scripture which is brought to prove it. 


27. TED. 

elder: and more advanced Leſſons of Reli- 
gion ſaoner or later according ts their. Im- 
provement: Thoſe of a forward Genius 
and better Underſtanding, may begin this 
Second Sett of Catechiſms at fx Tears 
old, and others may as uſefully be with-. 
beld from them till they.are nine: For it 
is certainly beſt for the Improvement of 
the Mind net to lay aſide younger Leſſons 
till they are well underſiood and well re- 
membered. EIS» 
Indeed when the Child begins to learn 
the Second Catechiſm be Hould not then. 
entirely lay aſide the firſt, but be kept to 


repeat it once in a Month till he bas learnt 


the Second quite through, and can ſay both 
of them perfetily by heart. | 

Let the Child learn the Second Cate- 
chiſm throughout firſt without the Scrip- 
tures: And by that time be is perfect in 
it, he will perhaps be ten Years old or 
more: Then if ihe Teacher pleaſe, the 
Child may begin to learn theſe Scriptures, 


or ſome of them at leaſt, which are ſet 


down as Proofs under every Anſwer : For 
at this Age he may be capable of ſeeing 
the Conformity or Agreement between the 
Anſwer in his Catechiſm and the Text of 


AY - In 
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In Catecbiſing bim upon the Scriptures, 
lis not ſo proper a Method to bid him 
repeat all the Proofs together under each 
Anſwer : But take the Anfeer into Pieces, 
and enquire of him particularly which is 
the Scripture that proves this Part of the 
Anſwer, and what Scripture proves the 1 
next Part, and ſo onward ; as for Im- | 
ſtance, after the Child has repeated the a 
firſt Queſtion, ſay 2, What Scripture 
proves that you are a Creature of God? 
Anſ. Eſa. xlv. 11, 12. Thus faith the 
Lord J have made the Earth and 
created Man upon it. Q, What Scrip- 
ture proves that God made your Body? 
Anſ. Job x. 11. Thou haſt clothed me 
with Skin and Fleſh, c. Q; And 
how do you prove that God made your 
Soul? Anſ. Zech. xii. 1. The Lord 
who formeth the Spirit of Man within 
him. This will not only give a great Re- 
lief to the Child's Memory, but it will 
much more improve his Reaſon and Un- 
derſtanding in Religion, and it will help 
to confirm and eftabliſh him in that impor- 
tant Truth, that not the Compeſures of 


Men but the Scripture itſelf is the Rule of 
our Religion. HET 
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If it ſhould be complained; that this 
Second Catechiſm 7s too large for Chil- 
aren at ſeven or eight Years old, let it be 
obſerved, that there is a Line drawn all 


| along in the Margin by thoſe Queſtions and 
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Anſwers which may be omitted at firſt, 


i rwithout Injury to the Senſe or Connexion 
of the Parts of the Catechiſm. This will 


reduce it to about fifty Queſtions: and 
when Children arrive at nine or ten Years 


of Age they may learn the Anſwers which 
were before omitted and ſo become Maſters 


of the whole. 
I ſhould here ſpeak a Word or two con- 


cerning The Hiſtorical Catechiſm, which 


is alſo prepared for this ſecond Stage of 
Childhood. From their earlieſt Infancy, 
Children ſhould be trained up in the Know- 
ledge of fome of the greater and more re- 
markable Names and Actions, which are 
recorded in the divine Book of Scripture. 
Our holy Religion and the Goſpel of Chriſt 
depend upon ſome of theſe ancient Fatts in 
the Old Teſtament, as well as the New: 
Nor can the Doctrines and Duties of Chri- 


ftianity be well learned without ſome Knows 


ledge of ſacred Hiſtory; *tis indeed a real 
and ſubſtantial Part of our Religion, and 
the Duty of Faith in Chriſt, which is 

TX one 
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(vii) 
one great and ſpecial. Requirement. of the 
Goſpel, includes a Lana and. Relief 
of ſome of the chief Parts of the Hi ry 
of Chrilt in his Life. and Death. ? 

Beſides, tis 10 be, hoped. that. an early. 
e with theſe Things will not 

only. lead Children io underſtand. many 
Parts. of the Goſpel the better, but it wil 
alſo allure them to read their: Bible; 

for it will give them a'delightful. Taſte of © 
it beforehand, ſo. that this. Sort of Cate- 
chiſm ſeems very neceſſary toward a Chri- 
ſtian Education. 

Now- 10 render this 2 more eaſy 
there are two C atechi/ms of this Kind com- 

poſed. The Firſt is called A Catechiſm 
— Scripture-Names, for it gives only the * 
Name with. ſame ſingle Character or No- 
tion of. the Perſon, and *tis printed in the _ 
Firſt Sett of Catechiſms. The Second 
bath inlarges on Perſons and Things ; *tis 

called The Hiſtorical Catechiſm, and is 
printed here. 

Let it be obſerved, that I have herein 
mentioned the Chapter and Verſe where 
theſe ſcriptural Stories are recorded; and 
when Children have learnt the Names and 
Order of the Books of the Bible, and know 
bow to find any Text in it by the _ 
1 0 


3 4 — 
« iy BD 
"Hg 
2831 
2 
: 
* 
| 
\ 
* 
74 
* 
Aer 
C'S 
+4 KH 
8 * 
1 
[+ 
+. 
++ 
117 
i 
5 


Ro 
= - 
$3 

if 
5 $41 
5 
. 
1 
Vs 


— 9 


* d 1 


8 OE Fae by I 


8 Catec biſin. 


(ix) 


1 of the Chapter and Verſe; they ſhould ve 


employed to ſearch out thoſe Places in the 
Scripture to which the Catechiſm refers : 
And thus they ſhould acquaint themſelves 
more particularly with the Charaﬀer and 


Hiſtory of the Perfons named in the Cate- 


chiſm by reading it in the Bible themſelves. 
T his would be a very delighiful Way of 
leading them to a more complete Acquain- 
tance with the Holy Scriptures, which 
contain in them all neceſſary Truths and 


Duties 10 furniſh them richly for every 


good Word and Work, and which are 
able to make them wile to Salvation. 

| ff Children are ten or twelve Years old, 
or more before any of theſe Catechiſms are 


put into their Hands, I would adviſe 


them to begin with the Firſt Sett of them 2 
And let their Teachers aſt them all the 
Queſtions, and try how far they can give 
tolerable Anſwers to them from their own 
Knowledge without the Book : . If they find 


that the Children know the Subſtance of 


theſe Things already, and can give a pro- 


per Anſwer in their own Words, then 


they may proceed to the Second Sett of 
Catechiſms. But when they cannot give 


an Anſwer, *tis evident that they have 


need to learn the Anſwer out of the firſt 


ward — 3 
Sr 
8 


* 
— — 
* 


1 8 * mes —_— 
$645 © teas art ewe 


r ee 
— . 0 . _ 
— —_—_ SR] e 
ep Tags gets 


. 
” 1 
*. 4 


N y 2 
ol . . 1, ;ĩ x. 8 ” N = 
- 1 4 * fo »7 F "a — * a 
_ Pg 2 * n * — — 
. er 2 anti ory ——— yur ——— 0 q 
7 X P yy en Wm ©. Iv 
by d N * N * * " 
7 $ 
0 Fi - » 9 4 
* 9 


. k 
— r — 2 
A 3 — / Tn ix 
Fern Te 0 _ 1x7} 75 __ — e 1 . x 0 
9 " 4 


34 wt 


22 FM nr * OR. I ET ccc , IP s 75 
4 R * N e S 6 Ee hs © r n 
* \ dab ahh. > » oo , ! u’ W ads 8 . 
9 9 3 * : 
* 54 7 


(*) 


_— ſame Advice- I would'give'to: 
young. Perſons whatſoever, who have: 
e but [mall Advantages for Chriſtian 
nowledge, viz. that they would try how. 


Far they are acquainted with the Princi- 


Ales of Religion, or the Bible by examin- 
ing themſelves according to the Queſtions 
of. any of theſe-Catechiſms, while they hide 
the Anſwer from their Eyes: And then, 


that they would learn the Anſwers which.” 


have written, whereſoever they find 
tbemfelves unable to give a arab An- 
iter of themſelves. 

There remains nothing more at Nen 
but that I ſhould join my Prayers with 


all who are engaged in proper Methods of 


Jnſtruction for themſelves or their Chil- 


dren, , that a. Bleſſi ing om Heaves. 8 
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| Principles of Religion: : 


Or the Catechiſm for Children, 

Which they may begin at (even 
or eight Years old, according to 
their different Capacitics, of 


1. Queſtion. Kor. "Child, EY 


know what you are i '2 | 
| Anſwer. Iama Creature of God, 
for he made me both Body and Soul. 
| Tia. xlv. 11, 12. Thus ſaith the Lordi. [ 
1 made the Earth and created Man upon it. 
Job x. 11. Thou haſt clothed me with Skin and 
Fleſh, and fenced me with Bones and Sinews. 
Tech. xii. 1. The Lord 2 An the 
| * of Man within bim. 

Cr 2. Q. How do you know 20u have 
(| . S? 

fo Remus J find ſomething with- 
Jin me that can think and know, can 


2 wiſh 


2 The Child's Catechiſm. 


wiſh and deſire, can rejoice and be 
| forry, which my Body cannot do. 


Job xxxii. 8. There is a Spirit in Man. 
Job xxxv. 11. Who teacheth us more than the 
Beaſts of the Earth, and maketh as wiſer than 
the Fowls of Heaven. Prov. xxili. 7. 4s be 
thinketh in bis Heart ſo is he. Prov. ii. 10. 
Knowleage is pleaſant to thy Soul. Ifa. xxvi. 8. 
The Defire of our Soul is to thy Name. Pal. 
XXxV. 9. My Soul ſhall be Joyful in the Lord. 
Matth. x xvi. 38. My Soul is exceeding ſorrow- 


Ful. 
3. Q. Wherein doth your Soul differ 
¶ Furtber from your Body? | 


| ſ A. My Body 1s made of Fleſh and 
] Blood and it will die; but my Soul 


is a Spirit and it will live after my 
Body is dead. 


5 8 See Anſw. 1. Luke xxiv. 39. A Spirit 3 


| bath not Fleſh and Blood. Job xxxiv. 14, 15. 
I/ be gather to himſelf his Spirit and his Breath, 
all Fleſh ſball periſb together, and Man fhall 
return again to Duſt. Eecleſ. xii. 7. Ther 


. ſhall the Duft return to the Earth as it was, 
| [5 the Spirit to God that gave it. Matth. x. 


28. Fear not them who can kill the Body, but 
are not able to kill the Soul. 


4. Q. For what Purpoſe did God make 


$0 ſuch a Creature with a Bech and a 


Soul? 
do know tn and fobve- him 


here on Earth, that I may dwell with 
£ bom and be happy hereafter in Heaven. 


What 


Queſtions. 


The Childs Ca arerbiſms | * 


What is written E/a. xliii. 21. may be a - 
plied to all Mankind, (viz.) This Peop 1 Hub I 
Formed for myſelf, they ſhall (or old pero 
farth my Praiſe. Pſal. Ixxiii. 24. Thou Halt 
guide me by thy Counſels, and afterwards receive 
me to Glory. Pal. xvi. 11. in A a gs is ful- 


Heſs 0 0 
— How muſt you learn to Know 
God and ſerve him? 
A. By the Holy Scriptures of the Ola | 
and New 2 which a are the Word 

of God. 


2 Tim. iii. 16. A// Scripture þ is given by the 
Inſpiration of God, and is profitable for Doctrine, 
for Reproof, for Inſtruction in | Righteouſneſs. 
Luke xxvi. 29. They have Moſes and the Prophets; 
let them hear them. 2 Pet. iii. 2. That ye may be 
mindful of the Words which were ſpoken before by 
the holy Prophets, and of the Commanament' of us 
the Apoſtles of the Lord and Saviour. 2 Tim. iii. 15. 
From a Child thou haſ# known the holy Scriptures 
hich are able to make thee wiſe to Salvation. 


6. Q. What do the Scriptures teach Jeu 
of the Knowledge of God ? 
A. The Scriptures teach me what 
God is in Himſelf, and what he is in 


relation to us who are his Creatures. 
See the a under the two, following 


7. Q. Ibo is God conſider'd int  him- 
af „ Or in his own Nature? 

A. God in his own Nature is a Spi 
rit, every where preſent, without Begin- | 
ning and without End, moſt wiſe and 

| ning 


4 The Child's Catechiſm. 


powerful, moſt holy and merciful, moſt 
gaſt and true. 


John iv. 24. God is a Spirit. Jer. xxiii. 24- 
Can any hide himſelf in ſecret Places that I ſhall 
wot ſee bim, ſaith the Lord? Do not I fill Heaven 
and Earth? Pal xc. 2. From everlaſting to ever- 


laſting thou art God. Rom. xvi. 27. To God on!y 


wiſe be Glory. Rev. iv. 8. Lord God dinighty, 


200 tons, and is, and is to come, Ta. vi. 35 Holy, 


holy, holy, is the Lord of Hofs. Exod. xxxiv. 6. 

The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious. 
Deut xxxii. 4. A God of Truth and without Ini- 

guity, juſt and right is be. 


8. . l bat is God in relation to 15 * 


are bis Cr reatares ? 


A. As the Great God i: is our Maker 


ho gave us our Being, ſo he continu- 
ally preſerves us and does us good: He 
is our Lord and Ruler now, and he 
will be our Judge at laſt. 


Pſal. c. 3. Know ye that the Lord he is God, it 
is he who hath made us, and not we ourſelves. 
Pſal. xxxvi. 6. O Lord, thou pre ſerveſi Man and 


Beaſt. Pal. cxix. 68. Tho art good and doef} good. 
Pſal. ciii. 19. The Lord bath prepared his Throne 


in the Heavens, his Kingdom ruleth ov er all. 
Pal. li. 6. God is Fudge himſelf. 


9. Q. And how do the Seri itures reach 
ot to ſerve God? 

A. 1 muſt ſerve God by keeping all 
his Commandments, that 1s, by doing 
every thing that he requires of me, and 


| avoiding every thing that he torbids me. 


Deut. 
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Deut. x. 12, 13. What dub be Lord thy God 
require of thee ? — To keep the Commandments 
of the Lord. Ex. xxiv. 3. All the Woftds tobich 
the Lord bath ſaid will we do. Pal. cxix. 101. 
J have refrained my "= from every Evil 5243. 
"7 I 8 keep thy Ward. 


0. Q. What C ommandments has Goa 


ter to Men ? 


A. He pave the' 'Law of Ten coin 
3 to the eus in the Old Teſ- 
tament, and they are ſummed up in two 


Commandments for us. in the New Tef- 
tament. 


Deut. x. 4. And be wrote on the Tabs Lor 
Stone] the ten Commandments which the Lord 
pale unto you in the Mount. Mat. xxii. 39. On 
theſe two Commandments bang all the Law and 
the Prophets. See Queſt. 21. 


11. Q. Repeat the ten Commandments 


of God in ſhort, whish he gave in the Old 
Teſtament *. What is the firſt Command 


ment? ny 1 r A. Thou 


— 
on * 


It is thought more proper in a Carechiſin 
for Children to give the Ten Commandments 
in ſhort, and not to write them down here in 
full Length, which is not ſo needful for Children, 


and would burthen their Memories. Chrif 


himſelf and St. Paul have done the ſame Thing 
when they rehearſed ſeveral of theſe Commands. 
See Matth. xix. 18. and Rom. xili. 9 vm 
Note, A particular Account of what is requir- 
ed and what is forbidden in thefe Command- 
ments may be ſeen in the Aſſembly's Catechiſm. 


*- 


ment? 


| tery. 


- 
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1 Thou ſhalt have no other Gods 
before. me. 


12. * What i fs the ſecond Command- 


ment * 


. Thon ſhale not make to thy fe1f 
any graven Image, or the . of 


any ching in Heaven or Earth, to bow 
down and worſhip it. 


1 x3, Q. What is the third Command- % 
ment? 


F Thou ſhalt not take the Name of 
the Lord thy God in vain. 


14. Q. #bat wares codes nn 


| ment © 


4. Remember the Sabbath-Day to 
keep it holy. 


45. 2 What is the fifth Command- 


ment? 
A. Honour thy Father and thy Mo- 


ther chat thy Days may be long. 


16. Q. I bat is the ſixth Command- 


ment? 


A. Thou ſhalt do no Murther. 
17. Q. What is the ſeventh Command- 


A. Thou ſhalt not commit Adul- 
18. Q. hat is the cighth Command- 


ment ? . 
A. Thou ſhalt not ſteal. 19. . 
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19. 2 5 What i is the ninth command. 


nent? 


A. Thou, ſhalt not bear falſe Wit- 
nels againſt thy Neighbour.  - 

20. Q. What i is the tenth 0 emmand- 
ment ? 

A. Thou ſhalt not covet t any Thing 


that is thy Neighbours. 


See all theſe Commandments at large in the 
twentieth Chapter of Exodus, from the firſt ware 
to the eighteenth. 


21. Q. What is the Sum of theſe. ren 
Commandments which is given us in be 


New Teſtament ? 
A. The Sum of the ten Commind- 


ments is, Thou ſhalt love the Eord:thy 


God with all thy Heart, and thou 
ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf.* 


* "The ni nine following Queſtions did; 3 
are employ'd in Duties and Sins. relating to G 
and Man, becauſe this Matter comes more with- 


in the Knowledge and Practice in Children: Per- 


haps this Account may be thought too long by 
ſome Perſons in ſo ſhort a Catechiſm. To others 
it may not ſeem ſo complete and ꝓartieular as they 
might expect, becauſe the Repetition of thoſe 
Particulars which are plainly and clearly expreſſed 
in the very Words of the Ten Commandments is 


| avoided here. Repetitions of the ſame Thing are 


not needful in ſuch a Lonnie or ſhort View 
of Religion, 
| Hf 4) an Nute 
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Parts by Figures (1.) (z.) (3.) The Teacher may 
1 repeat 


* 
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Matt. xxii. 37, 38, | 39. Feſus aid unto him, 
Thou alt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
Heart, and with all thy Soul, and with all thy 


Mind. This is the firſt and great Commaniment : I 


And the ſecond is like unto it, Thou ſhalt love th 
Neighbour as thyſelf.” On theſe two Command- 
ments Bang all the Law and the Prophets. 


22. Q. bat do you mean by loving 
God with all your Heart? __ 
A. To love God with all my Heart 
is t have the higheſt and beſt Thoughts 
of him, to deſire his Favour above all 


Things, and Delight to pleaſe him al- 


ways. 


Nehem. ix. 5. Thy glorious Name is exalted 
"ave all Bleſſing and Praiſe. Pal. Ixxiii. 5. 
- Whom have J in Heaven but thee ? And there is 
none upon Earth that I defire beſides thee. Pal. * 


Iziii. 3. Thy loving Kindneſs is better than Life. 
Pal. xl. 8. 7 delight to de thy Will, O my God, 
go is within my Heart. 


- How muſt you ſhew your Love 


232 


bet; A, By theſe three Things. 5 8 
13. By paying him conſtantly the 
"Worſhip that he requires of me. 


2. By doing heartily whatſoever elſe 
he commands me. WE 


* 


3. By bearing patiently what he ſuf- 
fers to befal me. 5 


Note, Whereſoever the Anſwer is divided into 


«a ww wo ao 
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bs repeat the Queſtion at every Figure, and thus 
y make the Child's Anſwer more EO Q. 
# 7s the ß thing whoreby you muſt ſhrew your Love © 
? „e 
y (..) Deut. vi. 13. and Matth. iv, 10. Thon Halt 
: worſbip the Lord thy God and bim only fbalt thou 
erde. Plal. v. 7. In thy Fear will I rworfbip m- 
g ward thy Holy Temple. n 5 
„ Exod. xxxiv. 11. Obſerve thou thut wwhith 
| I command thee. Pal. cxix. 34. Ia hoop thy 
1 ” Law, yea, T jhall obſerve it with my cubole Heart. 
7 8 (3.) Rom. xii. 12. ===_—_ tent in Tr u- 


lation. Micah vii. 9. I will bear the Indigna- 
tien of the Lord becauſe I have ſinned againſt him. 
1 24. Q. What Worſhip doth God re- 
; | errand... 7 A 
_ A. I muſt hearken diligently to his 


s Holy Word, and praife him for his 
. Greatneſs and Goodneſs, I muſt pray 
, to him daily for what Mercies I want, 
: and give him Thanks for what Treceive, 
e Deut. xxviii. 21. F thou jbalt hearken dili- 


gently to the Voice of the Lord thy 60d. 
Be will ſet thee on high. Pſal. Ixxxv. 8. I will 
hear what God the Lord will ſpeak. Pal, cxlv. 

. Great is the Lord and greatly to be praiſed. 

fal. cxxxv. 3. Praiſe ye the Lord for he is good. 
Col. iv. 2. Continue in Prayer, and watch in the 
ſame with Thankſgiving. Pſal. Iv. 17. Eventin 
and Morning and at Noon will I pray. Pal. 
cxviii. 3. O give Thanks to the Lord for he is 
good. Eph. v. 20. Giving Thanks always for all 
Things unto God. Ne AY Is 


26. | 
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26. Q. And what do you mean by 
loving your Neighbour as your ſelf? | 
A. To love my Neighbour as my- ' 
ſelf is to do to all other Perſons as 1 
could reaſonably deſire them to do to 


me if I were in their place. 
Matth. vii. 12. Al Things whatſoever ye could 


bas Men ſbould dounto you, do ye even ſo to them; 


> * is the Law and the Prophets. 


. —_ How muſt 1 few eur K Love 
te your Ne 


ighbour 2 - 
he Theſe three ways, 
1. By honouring and bent thoſe 
that are ſet over me. 
2. By ſpeaking the Truth and deal- 
ing honeſtly with all who are about me. 
By wiſhing well and doing good 


3 
toall Mankind, whether they be F riends, 


Strangers, or Enemies. 


See the Note at 2. 23. | | 
11.) Rom xiti. 1. Let every Soul be fubj ef to 


Be higher Powers, Heb. xiii. 17. Obey N that | A 
| have Rule over you. 's 


(2.) Epbeſ. iv. 35. Let every Man ſpeak Truth 


_ with his Neighbours. Rom. xiii. 7. Render to all 


their dues. Rom. Xii. 17. Provide 7. Rt honeſt 
in the Sight of all Men. 
(3:) Ver. 10. Be kindly affectioned one to an- 


h other. Gal. vi. 10. Let us do God to all Men, 
_ eſpecially to the Houſhold of Faith. 1 Pet. ii. 17. 


Love the Brotherhood. Deut. x 19. Love ye-the 
Stranger. Mat. v. 44. Love your Enemies, do 
good. to then thai hate you. | $7. 37 
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F 27. Q. You have told me the Duties 
you muſt do; can you tell me alſo the 

| Sims that you muſt avoid © 
A. 1 muſt avoid all the Sins of 
the Heart, the Sins of the Tongue, 


| | and the ſinful Actions of Life. 


Prov. iv. 23. Keep thy Heart with all dil- 
gence. Mat. xi. 19. Out of the Heart procetd 
Lo] Thoughts. Pſal. xxxiv. 13. Keep thy Tongue 
2 Evil. Ver. 14. Depart from Evil and do 
j Good. Col. iii. 9. 77 have put off the old Man, 


1 4 (z. e. ſinful Nature) with his Deeds. 


28. Q. What are the Sins of the 
Heart? d 

A. The Sins of the Heart are theſe, 
a Neglect of God, Pride and Stub- 
tbornneſs, Malice and Envy, with 
all other evil Thoughts and unruly 
Paſſions. 


Pſal. x. 4. The wicked twill not ſeek after 
Gad. God is not in all bis Thoughts. Prov. 
xvi. 5. Every one that is proud in Heart is an 
Abomination to the Lord. Jer. vii. 24. They 
4 walked in the Imagination | Marg. Stavborn- 
neſs ] of their evil Heart. Epheſ. iv. 34. 
Let all Bitterneſs and Wrath a=== be Huck wit 


— ho —— 


® It wauld have been too tedious and! improper 5 


here to enumerate every particular Sin of Heagt, 


Lip and Life. Such only are mention'd asChil- 


dren may underſtand, and of which Children are 
ſometimes guilty, See a larger Account in the 
Preſervative from Sin and Folly. from 
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from you with all Malice. Gal. v. 26. Let us | 
not be defirous of vain Glorymunanonwying one an- 
otber. Mat. xv. 19. Out of the Heart of Man 
proceed evil Thoughts. Gal v. 24. They that 


= are Chriſt's bave erucify'd the Fleſp with its 
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Afﬀetions (or Paſſions) and Lats. Mat. v. 22. 
In boſocver is angry with bis Brother without 
a Cauſe, Gall be in Danger of the Tudgment. | 
29. Q. bat are the chief Sins of | 
„„ . 
A. The chief Sins of the Tongue 
pare Swearing and Curſing, abuſing 
the Name of God or any Thin 
that is holy, ſcoffing and calling ill 
Names, Lying and filthy Speaking. 
Jam. v. 12. Above ail Things my Brethren 
feoear not. Matt. v. 44. Bleſs and curſe not. 
Lev. xix. 12. Neither Halt thou prophane the 
Name of thy God. 2 Pet. iii. 3. Scoffers, wal- _ 
king after their own Luft. Prov. xix. 29. 
Fudgments are prepared for Stoxners. Matt. 
v. 22. Whoſoever ſpall ſa Thou Fool, ſhall be 
in danger of Hell-fire. 1 Pet. iii. 9. Not ren- 
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dring Railing for Railing. Col. iii. 8. Put of 6 


all theſe, Anger, Wrath, Malice, Blaſphemy, 
filthy Communication out of your Mouth: I ye 
not one to another. | 


30. Q. What are thoſe ſinful Actions 
which you muſt avoid -_ 

A. Sinful Actions are ſuch as theſe, 
Gluttony, Drunkenneſs and Quarrel- 
ling, wanton Carriage and Miſpend- 
ing of time, eſpecially the Lord's- 
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f | Day, doing Diſhonour to God or 


| Injury to Man. 

Luke xxi. 31. Take heed to l l TP at 
any Time your Hearts be over - charged with 
Surfeiting and Drunkenneſs. Jam. iv. 1. Whence 


they not from your LuſisP 1 Theſſ. iii. rt. 
Study tobe quiet, and to de hour own Buſineſs. 


iii. 13. Not in Rioting and Drunkenneſs, wot 
| in Chambering and Wantonneſs. Rom. ii. 23. 
| Through breaking the Law thou diſbenoureſt Ged. 


(Lede worketh no ill to bis Neighbour. 


Q. Have you never broke the 


31. 
Commund: of Cod, and fi nned againſt 
„im? I 


4. My own Heart and-Conſcience 


tell me that I have broke God's Holy 


Commandments, and finned againſt 


him both in 1 er Word and 


] Deed. 


Prov. xx. 9. Who can ſay, 1 34 1 my 
Heart clean, I am pure from my Sin ? Jam. iii. 2. 
if any Man offend not in Ward, the ſame is a 


perfert Han. Jn many T, bing, we offend all. 
Eceleſ. vii. 20. There is not 4 juft Man upon 
Earth that deeth Good, and Armes not. 


32. Q. How do you know that you have 


/i "_ inThought, Word and Deed againſt 


"I ed Gol. 2 


come Wars and Fightings among you? Come 


| Rom. xii. 11. No? flothful in Bufine/s. Rom. 


I Rom. xiii. , 10. Love thy Neighbour as thyſelf. 


* let evil Thoughts run too 
much 


F 1 
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much in my Mind, and ſpoken too man: 15 
evil Words, I have too often done ſuch 
Deeds as are evil, and neglected what 


is good. 
See the Scriptures under the former Queſtion. 
33. Q. Whence comes it io paſs that 
| you have been ſuch a Sinner ? 


A. Twas born into the World with / 
Inclinations to that which is evil, and 
I have too much followed theſe In- 

clinations all my Life. 1 
Pal. Ii. 5. Behold I was ſhapen in Iniguity, 
and in Sin did my Mother conceive me. Gen. 
viii. 21. The Imagination of Man's Heart is Þ 
eil from his Youth. Ephel. ii. 3. We all had © 
our Converſation in Times paſt in the Luſts of 
the Fleſe, fulfilling the Deſires of the Fleſh and 
of the Mind, and were by Natare Children 6 
Wrath, even as others. T 
34. Q. How came you to be born 


1 fuch Inclinations io Evil? 


A. All Mankind are born in Sin, 
becauſe they come from Adam, the 
firſt Man who ſinned againſt God. 


Job xiv. 4. Who can bring @ clean Thing out 
F an unclean? Not one. Fob xv. 14. What 
is Man that be ſbould be clean, or be who is 
born of a Woman that he ſhould be righteous? 
Rom. v. 12. By one Man Sin entered into the 
World. Ver. 19. By one Man's Diſebedience 
many were made Sinners. 3 

No more of Original Six is expreſſed in this 

ICatechiſm than almoſt all Chriſtians acknow- 

ledge 3 
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ledge ; nor indeed are Children well capable 
of taking in any deeper Accounts of this Doc- 
trine. 


5 35. Q. But why did you follow theſa 
ſ evil Inclinations? Was it not your Duty 
* | zo reſeſt them when you knew they were 
JA. Ioughttoreſiſtevery ſinful In- 
* | clination, and therefore I have no 
* } ſufficient Excuſe for myſelf before the 
* God. 


Rom. vi. 12. Let not Sin reign in your mor- 
tal Body that you ſhould obey it in the Luſts 
thereof. Rom. i. 20, 21. They are without 
| Excuſe, becauſe when they knew God they glo- 
| rified him not as God, but became vain in their 
Imaginations. Rom. iii. 19. Every Mouth muſt 
| be ſtopped, and all the World become guilty be- 
Lfore God. 3 ; 
36. Q. What do zou deſerve becauſe of 
your Sins! „ 
Al. My Sins haye deſerved the Wrath 
and Curſe of the Almighty God who + 
made me. | 
Epgheſ. v. 6. Becauſe of theſe Things cometh the 
* Wrath of God upon the Children of Di ſobedience. 
? Gal. iii. 10. Curſed is every one that continueth 
not in all Things which are written in the Brok 


: of the Law to do them. Pia. xxvii. 11. He that 
made them will not have Mercy on them. | 


Note, The Curſe of God Falling on Man for Sin it 


- 
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when the Great God ſolemnly gives up, or ap- 
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points a Perſon to ſuffer Pain, Shame, or Death, dr 
all theſe together on the Account of Sin. 


37. Q. 1s the Wrath of God fo ter- 


| rible that you cannot bear it? 


A. The Wrath of God is terrible 
indeed, for he can make Sinners ſuffer 
all the Miſeries of this Life, the Pains 
of Death, and che Torments of Hell 
for ever. 

Nahum 1. 6. Who can fend before his Indigna- 


tion? and who can abide in the Nierceneſs of | 
bis Anger? Rom. i. 32. The Judgment of God | 


13, that they which commit ſuch Things are worthy 
of Death. Luke xii. 5. Fear him who after he 
Bath killed hath Power to caſt into Hell. Mark 
ix. 45. Into the Fire that never ſhall be quenched. 

38. Q. How do you hope to eſcape 


God's Wrath which your Sins have de- 


ſerved 4 


A. God is merciful, and has ſent 
Jeſus Chriſt into this World to become 
the Saviour of ſinful Creatures, as the 


Goſpel teaches us. : 


John 11. 17. God ſent not his Son into the 
World to condemn the World, but that the Worll 
through him might be ſaved. Matt. i. 21. Thou 
ſhalt call his Name Jeſus, for be _ fave his 


- People from their Sins. 1 Theſſ. i. 10. Jeſus 


zb hi delivered us from the Wrath \to come. 
1 Tim. 1. 15. This is a faithful Saying, and wor- 


thy of all Acceptation, Feſus Chriſt came into the 
Werld to laut Sinners. 


39. 1 IWhat is the Goſpel + ? A. 
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« A. The Goſpel is the glad Tidings 
of the Way of Salvation by Jef Chrijt, 
which was foretold in the Old Teſta- 
ment, but 1s plainly revealed in the New. 
Gal. iti. 8. The Scripture fore ſeeing that God 
would juſtify the Heathen through Faith preached 
before the Goſpel unto Abraham, ſaying, in thee 
hall all Nations be bleſſed, i. e. Ver. 16. In thy 
Seed, which is Chriſt. Luke 11. 10. 1 bring you 
good Tidings of great Foy—for unto you is born 
this Day—a Saviour, which is Chriſt the Lord. 


See 1 Cor. xv. 1, 3, 4. Rom. iii. 21, 22. Mar. 
XVI. Ig, 16. 


| 40. Q. Who is Jeſus Chriſt 2 

FR. - 25 2 the Son of God, 
Who was with God before the World 

was made, but he hecame the Son of 

Man, and dwelt with Men abour ſeven- 

teen hundred Years ago. EE 


John x. 36. 7 ſaid, I am the Son of God. 
John xvii. 5. Now, O Father, glorify thou me 

” with the Glory which 1 had with thee before 
"© #he World was. John i. 1,14. In the Begin- 
| : ming was the Word, and the Word was with God 
5 and the Word was made Fleſh, and dwelt 
4 among us. John v. 37. He is the Son of Man. 
1 | 41. Q. But is not Jeſus Chriſt God as 
* well as Man? 58 

A. Though he be a Man yet he is 
God alſo, for he is a glorious Perſon, 
in whom God and Man are joined to- 
gether, and his Name is Emmanuel, or 
God with us, 2 John 
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John i. 1. The Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 1 Tim. ii. 5. There is one God 
and one Mediator between God and Man, the 
Man Chrift Feſus. Col. ii. 9. In him dwelleth 
all the Fulneſs of the Godhead bodily. Rom. 1x. 
5. Who is over all, God bleſſed for ever. Matt. 
1. 23 A Virgin fhall bring forth a Son, and they 
all call his Name Emmanuel, which being in- 


terpreted, is, God with us. 1 Tim. ili. 16. God | 


tas manifeſted in the Fleſh. 


42, Q. What did Feſus Chriſt do n 


Earth in order to ſave Sinners? 
A. He did three Things. | 


Will of God by his Preaching. 
(2.) He ſet them a Pattern of 


Holineſs by his own Practice. i 
 (3:) He obtained Pardon of Sin and 
everlaſting Life for them by his Obe- 


dience unto Death. 


Note, as before in Queſt. 23, 26. Whereſoever 


the Anſwer is divided into Parts by Figures, (1.) 
(2.) (3.) the Teacher may repeat the Queſtion at 
every Figure, and thus make the Child's An- 
ſwer more eaſy, as, Q. What is the firſt Thing 
ta, Chriſt did? &c. Q. What is the ſecond 
Thing? &c. | 


(1.) Efa. Ixi. 1. The Lord hath appointed me to |; 


preach good: Tidings, i. e. the Goſpel. John xv. 
15. All Things that I have heard of my Father 
have I made known unto you. ä 

(2.) John xiii. 15. I have given you an Exam- 
ple that ye ſhould do as I have done to you. 1 Pet. 


ii. 21. Chriſt ſuffered for us, leaving us an Exam- 


ple, that we ſpould follow his Steps, (3. Phil. 


(1.) He made known to Men the 


e 1 — Qt " 
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(3+) Phil. ii. 8. He became obedient to Death, 
even the Death of the Crojs. Rom.v.19. By the 
Obedience of one ſhall many be made Righteous. 
Heb. ix. 12. By his own Blood he entred into the 
Holy Place, having obtained eternal Redemption 
for us. 1 John i. 7. He is faithful and juſt to 

forgive us our Sins, and the Blood of Feſus Chriſt 
bis Son cleanſeth us from all Sin. 


43. Q. How could Chriſt obtain Par- 
fon and Life for us by His doing or ſuffer - 
ing! 
" Our Sins had deſerved Death, 
but Chriſt was the Son of God, ard 
perfectly righteous, and God appointed 
him to ſuffer Death to take away our 
Sins, and to bring us into his Favour. 

Rom. vi. 23. The Wages of Sin is Death. 
1 Pet. iii. 18. Chrif hath once ſuffer d fer Sins, 
the Fuſt. for the Unjuſt, to bring us ts Gad. 


. 2 Cor. v. 21. He that knew no Sin was made Sin 
for us (i. e. a Sacrifice for Sin.) 1 Cor. xv. 3. 
” Chriſt died for our Sins according to the Scriptures. 
I John ii. 2. Feſus Chrift the rigbteou. e 7s 
rhe propitiation for our Sins. 1 John. iii. 5. 


He was manifeſted to take away our Sins. Rom. 
V. Io. When we were Enemies we were recon-— 


ciled to God by the Death of his Son. 
44. Q. 1s Zeſus Chriſt now among the 


Dead? 


A. No, he aroſe from the Dead on 
the third day, and afterward went up 
to Heaven to dwell at the Right-hand 
of God, 5 
| Wy + 1 Cor. 
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1 Cor. xv. 4. He was buried and he roſe again 
the third Day. Eph. i. 20. God raiſed bim from 


the Dead,and ſet him at his own Right-band in 
heavenly Places. h | N 

45. Q. What is Chriſt now doing in 
Heaven? = 5 

A, He pleads with God his Father 
to beſtow Mercy on Men, and he rules 
over all Things for the Good of his 
People. 5 
IIa. lin. 12. He bare the Sin of many, and made 
Interceſſion for the Tranſgreſſors. 1 John ji. 1. 
1f*. any Man fin we have an Advocate with the 


Father, even Feſxs Chriſt the Righteous. Eph. i. 
17, 22. The God of our Lord Feſus Chriſt—gave 


him ts be Head over all Things to the Church, _ 


Acts x. 36. He is Lord of all. 
46. Q. What muſt you do to becoms 


one of his People, and to partake of this 


Mercy ? 

A. I muſt repent of my Sins, and 
confeſs them before God and ask Par- 
don for them; I muſt have Faith in 
Chriſt as my Saviour, and obey him as 
my Lord and Ruler. 


Acts iii. 28. Repent of thy Wickedgeſs, and 


pray God, if perhaps the Thought of thy Heart 
may be forgiven thee. Prov. xxviii. 13. Whoſo 
eonfeſſeth and forſaketh his Sins ſhall find Mercy. 
Luke xi. 4. Forgive us our Sins. Acts xvi. 31. 
Believe on the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and thou fhalt 
be ſaved and thy Houſe. Acts v. 31. Him hath 
God exalted with his Right-hand to be 4 1 
| on 
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and a Saviour. Heb. v. 9. He became the Aus 


thor of eternal Salvation to all that obey him." 

47. Q. What is it to repent of Sin? 

A. To repent of my Sins is to be 
ſorry at my heart that I have offended 
God, to hate every thing that diſpleaſes 
him, and to take heed that I offend- 
him no more. | 

Pſal. xxxviii. 18. I ill be ſorry for my Sin. 


2 Cor. vil. 10. Godly Sorrow worketh Repentance. 


Pſal. cxix. 104. { hate every falſe Way. Job xxxiv. 


42. If I have done Iniguity Twill doit no more. 


48. Q. What is it to have Faith in 


' Chriſt as your Saviour? 


A. To have Faith in Chriſt as my 
Saviour is to believe that Chriſt is the 
Saviour of Sinners, and to give myſelf 
up to him and truſt in him that he 
may ſave me in his own way. 

Acts viii. 37. believe that Feſus Chriſt is the 
Son of God. 1 Tim. i. 15. with 2 Tim. i. 12. 
This is a faithful Saying, and worthy of all At- 
ceptation, Feſus Chriſt came into the World to 


fave Sinners. 1 know whom T have believed [or 


truſted] and I am perſuaded be is able to keep 


. that which I have committed to him. 2 Cor. 
viii. 5. They gave up their own ſelves to the 
Lord. N ; 


49. Q. What Reaſon have you to hope 
that you ſhall then be delivered from the 
Anger of God? 
A. It we repent of Sin and truſt in 
— „„ Chriſt, 
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Chrift, God hath told us in his Word 
that he will forgive our Sins and fave 


our Souls. 

Acts ii. 19. Repent and be tonverted that your 
Sins may be blotted out. Acts x. 43. Whoſoever 
believeth (or truſteth) in him foall receive Re- 
miſſion of Sins. Acts xvi. 31. Believe on (or 
truſt in) he Lord Feſus Cprift and thou ſhalt be 
"arr oh 


zo repent of Sin, and io iruft in Chriſt 
and obey bim? 

A. We have ſinful Hearts and can- 
not do theſe Duties of our ſelves, but 
God has promiſed his own Holy Spirit 
if we pray for it, to renew ourHearts 


to holineſs and help us to do his Will. 

2 Cor. ili. 5. Not that we are ſufficient of | 
our ſelves to think any thing as of ourſelves, but 
sour ſufficiency is of God. Eph. ii. R. By Grace 
ye are ſaved through Faith; and that not of your- 
felves, it is the Gift of God. Luke xi. 13. Hozw 
much more ſball your heavenly Father give the 
Holy Spirit to them that ast him? Ezech. xxxvi. 
26. A new Heart will I give you. Ver. 27. Aud 
JT will put my Spirit within you. Ver. 37. T will 
yet for this be enquired of by the Houſe ef Tjrael 
to do it for them. Rom. xii. 2. Be ye trans- 
formed by the renewing of your Mind. Tit. iii. 
' 5. He ſaved us by the waſhing of Regeneration 
and the renewing of the holy Ghoſt. Rom. viii, 
26. The Spirit alſa helpeth our Infirmities. 

51. Q. 


* 


50. Q. But is net your Heart ſelf 
Jinful, and have you Power of your felf © 
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* 51, Q. How muſt you offer up your 
Prayers ſo as to be accepied of God and ob- 
tain his holy Spirit or any Bleſſings from him? 

A. In all our Prayers and all our 
Services we muſt ſeek for Acceptance 


only from the Mercy of God and for 


the Sake of Chriſt; for we have fin- 


ned and deſerve no good thing. 
Dan. ix. 15, 17, 18. We have ſinned, we baue 


* done wickedly—O our God, hear the Prayer of thy 
Servant — for the Lord's Sake — We do not pra- 


ſent our Supplications before tbee for our Rightt- 
ouſneſſes, but for thy great Mercies. Eph. i. 6. 


He hath made us accepted in the Beloved. John 


xvi. 23. Whatſcewer ye ſball ask the Father in my 
Name he will give it you. Ver. 24. Aik and ys 
all receive. UL 
32. Q. Hath God provided any other 
means for our Help in the way to Heaven? 
A. God hath given his Holy Word 


both to Fews and Chriſtians, he hath 


ſent his Miniſters to help us to under- 


* ſtand his Word, and appointed ſome 


ſpecial Signs and Tokens of his Mercy 


for our Uſe. 


Pal. cxIvii. 19. He fheweth his Word unto 
Jacob, his Statutes and his Fudgments unto Iſrael. 
John xvii. 14. 7 babe given them thy word. 
Mal. ii. 7. The Prieſts Lips ſhould keep Knowledge, 
and they ſhould ſee the Law at his Mouth, fur 
he is the Meſſenger of the Lord of Hoſts. Nehem. 
vill. 7. The Levites cauſed the People to underſtand 
the Law. Eph. iv. 11. He [i. e. Chrift] gave — 

ER Paſtors 


* 
. 
— 


PCT _ _ 
un 0x4, SA 3 BHD * 
— 3 on 


1 1 
3 _— 2 —_ 


$14 | 


Ld * 
9 * 1 
. G a - 2 Dr 
. e wu 2 - 4 — 
- R e 5 7 1 — 4 
2 Voie th 9 e rr my . 
33 U 2 a * e 25 = nh * io £83 3d — . 
re B b 4 — N — . 
— . — e b „ eee . g — m_ 7 2 — 2 one, 
— . a wp N. 0 " — 1 EIT * IIS. wg. * 8 " — 
on 2 F 4 N 8 y R * CCC e pay s fu * 5 
OI 8 — , r rr rr —. . "* m_ 
- ; = 9) — — . = « X — - r * ö oy 20 E 
= e : 2 * 2 5 | = * : 
: x s — Ne * \ 
* — 5 — 2 - "TIS 1 
1 p * .- 3 4 
7 = A 
1 
— ; - = 
* 


er 
n 


baptizing them. 


2+ The Child's Catecbiſin. 
Paſtors and Teachers — for the Work of the M. 
niftry, &c. Gen. xvii. 11. I ſhall be a Token 


off the Covenant between me and you. Rom. iv. 


11. He received the Sign of Circumciſion. Matt. 
XXViil. 20. Teaching them to obſerve whatſoever I 
have commanded you. 


Q. What are the ſpecial Signs and 
Tokens which God hath appointed to ſhew 


forth his Mercy among Chriſtians ? 


A. There are two Signs or Tokens 
which are commonly called Sacraments 
of the New Teſtament, and _ are 
Baptiſm. and the Lord's Supp! 


Matth. xxviii. 19. Go ye and teach all Nations, 
1 Cor. xi. 20. He Lord's 
Supper. Ver. 24. This do in Remembrance of me. 


54. Q, What is Baptiſm ? 
” Itis a waſhing with Water in is 
Name of the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Spirit. 


Kart xxviii. 19. Baptizing them in / the Name 


of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt. 


ot 


. 55. Q. dat is meant by this waſh- 


ing? 
; 1 It 9 our being cleanſed 
from Sin, and our becoming new 
{ Creatures and the Diſciples of Chriſt. 
Acts xxii. 16. Ariſe and be baptized and 


waſh away thy Sins. Tit. ii. 5. The 1 
of Regeneration and the renewing of the Holy 
| och Gal. 111, BOP: As many f gon as have 


e 
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7. bet baptized into Chriſt bave put on | 
en i. e. are his Diſciples. 
v. 


1 56. Q. Why muſt we be baptized in 
5 the Name of the Father ? | 
1 A. Becauſe it was God, the Fa- 
3 ther of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who 

1 this Salvation, and he is 


our Father alſo if we are true Chri- 
ſtians. | 
Eph. i. 3. Bleſſed be the God and Father if 
our Lord F 75 ſus Chriſt, who hath bleſſed us with 
all EEE Bleſſings. John xx. 17. Igo to 
my Father and your Father, to my God and your 
God. 2 John 9. He that abideth in the Dot- 
N 2 of Chriſt hath both the Father and the 
1 
1 7. Q. Why muſt we be baptized in 
5 * 1 — of the Son of God? 
HA. Becauſe this Salvation was 
} preach'd by the Son of God as our 
great Prophet, he procured it for us 
Jas our High-Prieſt, and he beſtows 
It on us as our Lord and King. 


Acts wi. 22. A Prophet fhall the Lord your 
God raiſe up to you like unto me. Luke iv. 18. 
The Lord hath anointed me to preach the Gof- 
pel to the Poor. Heb. ii. 17. That he might 
be a merciful and a faithful High-Prieſt to 
| make Reconciliation for the Sins of the People. 
I Acts v. 31. God hath exalted him to be a Printe 
I aud a Saviour, to give Repentance to Ijrael, 

and Forgiveneſs Y Sins, 


CR 4c? = 


2 
© 
* 


58. . 
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38. Q. Yhby muſt it be done alſo in 
the Name of the Holy Spirit:? 
A. Becauſe the wondrous Works 
| of the Holy Spirit bare witneſs to this 


Salvation heretofore, and *tis this Hol: 
Spirit enables us to obey the Goſpel 
now, and to hope and wait for this 


Salvation. | . 
Heb. ii. 4. God alfp bearing toi tneſ both 


1 
f 


with Signs and Nonder,. 2 Gifts of 


the Holy Spirit. 1 Pet. 1. 22. Ie have purified 
your Souls in obeying the Truth through the 


— 


; for the Hope of Righteouſneſs by Faith. 

59. Q. What doth this Baptiſm in the 
Name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
1 oblige you lo do? VER” 
HA. If I am baptized Iam given up 
| | to the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
ture and a Chriſtian; and having been 
" [once waſhed J mult not defile myſelf 
pagan with Sin. » IM 

Rom. vi. 2, 3. How ſhall we that are dead to 


tized into Feſus Chriſt. Ver. 4. We ſhould walk 
in newneſs of life. 2 Cor. v. -F any Man 
5 in Chriſt be is a new Creature. 2 Pet. 
ii. 20, 22. Thoſe who profeſs Chriſtianity and 
return again to Sin are compared to the Sow 
] that was waſhed and returns to her wallow- 
i ing in the Mire. 


60. Q. 


Spirit. Gal. v. 5. Ve through the Spirit wait 


Spirit, that I may live as a new Crea- 


Sin live any longer therein ? e were bap- 
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60. Q. ¶ bat is the Lord's Supper? 
A. It is the eating of Bread and drink- 


s ing of Wine in Remembrance of the 
is Death of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. | 


of * * 3 2 


y /q 1 Cor. xi. 24, 25, 26. This do in Ra | 


1%. A, often as ye eat this Bread and drink 
- | this Cup, ye do foew forth the Lord's Death till 


be come. 


nify ? 
A. The Bread when it is : broken 


ab ae; WY ee 
2 9 - Bea FI 
8 n 2 8 i 3 
CESSES LLP E 2 s 
ye. © Fd wy <= 3 7 ö 


"8 wounded or broken on the Croſs far 
1 Us. 
1 Cor. xi. 23, 24. — He tot rhe Breat!, 


* Js 


| 8 faia, Take, eat, this 4s my Bady 0hich was 
p Ibroten for you. 


w 


Z | which was poured out in his Death 
I to take away our Sins. 

3 1 Matth. xxvi. 27, 28. And be took the & 
I (i. e. the Cup of Wine, or the Fruit of the 
Pine, as Ver. 29.) and gave Thanks.and gave it 
1 - them, ſaying, Drink-ye ail of it; for this 


5 "for many for the Remiſſion of Sins. 
63. C. Why muſt the Bread be eaten 
and the Mime be drank? | 
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61. Q. What doth the Bread A- 


| Ggnifies the Body of Chriſt which was 


and when he had given Thanks he brake it and 


| | 62: Q. What doth the Wine Jignify? 
a 4. The Wine poured out into the 
9 ſignifies the Blood of Chriſt 


is my Blood of the Nero Teſtament which is foed 


184 
14 
1 
14 
75 
#$ 7 
34 
A 
% 
FF 2 * 
"i 
: wii 4 
11 5 
mo 
1 
5 1 
1 1 1 
| 1 17 
< B01 | 
8 
1 x 
15 5 
x 4 qi 
17 Ru 
: 1 
vil 4 
3 | 
ti * 
90, 1 
* Tn \ 
1 
i 
| q 
N. r 
*. 
1. ; 
Bt 
>.” | ; 
3 
1 5 1 
in! 
28% , 
4 7 af : 
1 
* : 
+ 1 1 
. 
1 
. 
* 


40 The Childs Catechiſm. 
A. To ſignify our partaking of 
the Bleſſings which Chriſt: hath ob- 
tained for us by his Death. | 
1 Cor. x. 16, 17. The Cup of Bleſſing which 
ve bleſs, is it not the Communion of the Blood 
| of Chriſt ? The Bread which we break, is it 
q 7707 the Communion of the Body of Chriſt ? 
Ve are all Partakers of that one Bread. And 
probably it is with Reference to this Sacra- 


ment which Chriſt deſigned to ordain in his 
Church, that he repreſents our believing in 


|: Fleſh and drinketh my Blood hath eternal 
Je 
4 IEP ig drink indeed. 

64. Q. I hat doth the Lord's Supper 
oblige us to? LY 

A. Thoſe who partake ofthe Lord's 
Supper ſhould thankfully remember 
the Love of Chriſt, who died for 
them, and they ſhould love and ſerve 


him to the End of their Life. 
me. Gal. ii. 20. T live by the Faith of the Son 


| 

John xxl. 15. Lerd thou knowe/? that I Iove 
thee. John xiv. 15. If ye love me, keep my 
Commandments. Pſal. Ivi. 12. Thy Vows are 
upon me, O God, I will render Praiſe unto 

| 7-ce. | 


05. Q. When you have done the Will 


i 
4 
= 
© 


of God and ſerved Chriſt to the End of 


| your Life, what are your Hopes after 
2 Death® A. When 


Luke xxii. 19. This do in Remembrance of 


him thus, in Fehr vi. 54, 55. Whoſe eateth | 
for my Fleſb is Meay indeed, and 


of God who loved me and gave himſelf for ne. 


1 0 Pd , 
„ 
WE . 


eee 2 bY 2 Ee OED. 
ER NE is 


and Facob : he is not a God of the Dead but of 


| ſhall dwell with God and Chrift and be 
happy. 


ftanding at the Right Hand of God. 
And they toned Stephen ſaying, Lord Feſus receive 


A. When my Body dies and my Soul 
goes into the World of Spirits I hope it 


} : 


Luke xz. 37, 38. The God of Abraham, Iſaac 


the Living, for all live unto him. Luke xvi. 20, 
22. Lazarus died and was carried by Angels into 
Abraham's Boſom. Luke xxili. 46. Jeſus dying, 
ſaid, Father, into thy Hands I commend my Spi- 
rit. Acts vii. 5 5. Stephen looked up ftedfaſtly 
into Heaven and ſaw the Glory of God, and Feſus 
Ver. 59. 


my Spirit. 2 Cor. v. 8. Abſent from the Body 
and preſent with the Lord, 1. e. Chriſt, Phil.1.23. 


66. Q. And do you not gxpett ſome 


1 greater Happineſs afterward ? 


A. Yes, I hope for more complete 
Happineſs when my Body ſhall riſe 
again and be joined to my Spirit at the 
Day of Judgment, : | 

1 Cor. xv. 42, 43. So is the Reſurrection of 
the Dead. It is ſown in Diſhonour, it is raiſed 
in Glory. Rom. viii. 23. Wegroan within our- 
ſelves waiting for the Adoption, that is the Re- 
demption of the Body. | | 
Since the Scripture makes ſo frequent men- 
| tion of Angels and Devils as Inſtruments of 

divine Providence; and ſince dvelling with An- 
gels or Devils is our common Deſcription of 
Heaven and Hell, it was hardly proper to finiſh 
this Catechiſm without ſome Account of theſe 
i good and Evil Spirits; but it is placed at the 
7 W.2 very 


The Child's Catechiſm. 41 


J preſented as being entirely under God's Com- 


| Children may not be affrighted. 


this World of Spirits you ſpeak of, whi- 
ther the Soul goes at Death? _ 


tis out of Sight, in which there are 


Devils, and for the Souls of Men 
both good and bad. = | 

Matth. xxii. 30. The Angels of God in Hea- 
ven. 2 Pet. ii. 4. Devils are ſaid to be caſt 


juſt Men made perfef. 1 Pet. iii. 19, 20. The 
Spirits in Prifin which ſome time were diſobe- 
dient. d 
68. Q. Who or what are Angels? 
A. They are good Spirits who walt 
on God and worſhip him in Heaven, 
but they are often ſent down to do 
Service here on Earth. ah 
> Matt. xxii. 30. The Angels of God in Hea- 
ver. Rev. vii. 11. All the Angels flood round 
the Throne and worſhipped God. Pſal. ciii. 20. 
_ | Bleſs the Lord ye his Angels women that do 
" his Commandments. Dan. vi. 22. My God hath 
ſent his Angel, and fbut the Lions Months that 
they have not hurt me. 4 
69. Q. 


th 


very End, that Children need not converſe | 
| much about them till they are eight or nine F | 
Years old: And then 'tis fit they ſhould be re- 


mand and the Government of Chriſt, that 4 | 
67. Q. But let us hear firſ® what is 


A. Tis a very large World, tho? 
different Dwellings for Angels and 


1 down to Hell. Heb. xii. 23. The Spirits 7 9 


| 69. Q. 


| v. 8. 
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Who or what are Devils? 

A. They are evil Spirits who were 

at firſt Angels of God, but having 

ſinned againſt him they were caſt out 

of Heaven, - and now they are always 

| tempting Men to fin. 


Rev. xil. 9. That great Dragon, the old Ser- 
pent, called the Devil and Satan, who deceiveth 


I rhe tobole World, be was caſt out into the Earth, 


and his Angels were caſt out with him. This 
| Text bears an Alluſion to their firſt Sin and 
Fall, 2 Pet. ii. 4. God ſpared not the Angels 
bat Anned, but caft them down to Hell. 1 Thell. 
qlil. 5. Left by ſome means the Tempter baue 
tempted you. Even Chriſt himſelf was tempt- 
ed of the Devil. Matth. iv. 1. See 2 Pet. 


70. Q. But are not all theſe Spirits 
both good and evil put under the Domi- 
nion of Chriſt ? | 

A. Yes, Chriſt is Lord over them 
all: He employs the Angels for the- 
Good of his People; and the Devils 

can do no Miſchief but when Chriſt 

ſuffers them. "i LM 
1 Pet. iii. 22. Feſus Chriſt who is gone into 

Heaven, Angels, Authorities and Powers being 

| made ſubjeft to him. Acts xii. 11. The Lord 


| hath ſent his Angel and delivered me. Heb. 
| 1. 14. Are not they all miniſtring Spirits fent 


IJ forth to minifter for them who ſhall be Heirs 


Salvation? Luke viii. 32. The Devils be- 
ſought him that he would ſuffer them to enter 


Into the Swine: And he ſuffered them. 71. Q. 


Chriſt ſhall come down from Heaven 


from Heaven. 2 Tim. iv. 5. The Lord Feſus 


| The Trumpet ſhall ſound, and the Dead ſpall le 1 
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Q. What will become of tbe 
Bebib as Laſt? 3-8 
HA. They are now kept as Priſoners 
tor ſome greater Puniſhment after 
| the Judgment-day. 1 
Eph. iv. 8. He led Captivity captive. Jude i 
6. Angels that kept not their firſt Eftate—are 
reſerved in everlaſting Chains under Darkneſs 


till the Judgment of the great Day. See Rev. 
TAE. 10-5 


72. Q. When will this Day of Fudg- A 
ment come, when you ſaid your Body Gall | 
ie from the Dead? 1 

A. At the End of the World Jeſus 


to judge all Mankind, and for that Pur- 
poſe he ſhall raiſe all that are dead to 
Life again. * 

1 Pet. iv. 7. The End of all Things is at hand. | 
1 Theff. iv. 16. The Lord himſelf foall deſcend Þ 


Chriſt who foall judge the Living and the Dead 
at his appearing. John v. 28, 29. The Hour is 
coming in which all who are in the Grave ſhall % 
bear his Voice and come forth. 1 Cor. xv. 82: 


raiſed. 1's 
73. Q. What hall be done to Man- 
kind when the Dead are raiſed to Life? 
A. Chriſt ſhall call them all to ap- 
pear before his Seat of Judgment 
here both the Righteous and the 
| TOO 1 


be 14 Wicked muſt give an Acdanel 0 
him of their Behaviour in this World. 

| Muatth. xv. 31% 32. When the Son of Man 
er 1/2a/1 come in bis Glory, before him ſpall be ga- 
7 - nl ther'd all Nations. Rom. xiv. 10, 12. We 
ſhall all fland before the Judgment: Seat of 
 Chrit—— —-every one of us Kuli give Account 
F himſelf to God. 

1 74. Q. How will the righteous ap- 
1 pear in that Day? 


A. The Righteous ſhall appea 
with Courage and Joy as the Children 
of God who have done the Will of 


their heavenly Father, and are made 
like him in Holineſs. 


[ 1 John iii 10. In this the Children of God 
| are manifeft, and the Children of the Devil; 

1 whoſoever doth not Righteouſneſs is not of God. 
| 1 John ii. 29. Every one that doth Righteouſ- 
| neſ3 is born of him. Eph. iv. 24. The new man 
] which after God is created in Righteouſneſs and 

true Holineſs. 1 John iv. 17. We may have 
| boldneſs in the Day of Fudgment, vecauſe as be 


is ſo are we in this World. 


|. "Pi; Q& And how will the Wicked ap- 


pear then ? 

A. The Wicked ſhall ſtand before 
| the Judge with Fear and Shame, like 
Children of the Devil; for they have 
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| done his Will and are like him in ſin- 
4 ful Works. 
. Dan. xii. 2. Some ſpall awake 7 everlaſting 
7 8 Shame, & c. John viii. 44. 77 are of your Fa- 
=. ther 
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| ther the Devil, and the Luſts of your Father ye 
will do. Acts xiii. 10. Thou Child of the De- 
A vil, thou Enemy of all Righteouſneſ\. 
6. Q. And how will Chriſt the Judge 
| 40 of Men and deal with them in Judg- 
ment? 


A. He will place the Righteous at 


his Right-hand and the Wicked on the 
Left, and will paſs a Sentence on them 


both, according as their Works have 


been. 3 
. Matt, xxv. 33. He ſpall ſeparate them one from 
another, be ſhall ſet the Sheep on his'Right-hand, 


but the Goats on the Left. 2 Cor. v. 10. We muſt 


all Rand before the Fudgmeut-ſeat of Chriſt, that 
every one may receive according to what he 
hath done, whether it be good or bad. © 


77. Q. After the Fudgment what ſhall 
become of the Wicked ? 

A. The Wicked ſhall be driven into 
Hell-fire both Soul and Body, to be 
tormented with the Devil and wicked 
Spirits for ever. 
Matt. xxv. 41. Then ſpall he ſay unto them 
on his Left-hand, Depart from me ye curſed inta 
everlaſting Fire, prepared for the Devil and his 
Angels. Matt. xui. 42. There ſpall be wailing 
and gnaſping of Teeth. Rev. xx. 10. And they 
Hall be tormented Day and Night fer ever and 
ever. 


78. Q. And what ſhall be done 10'the 
Righteous ?"Þ8>o©o© 


A. The 
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A. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſhall carry 
the Righteous up with. him to Heaven, 
both Soul and Body, to live there with 
God their Father and with his holy An- 


gels in everlaſting Joy. Amen. 


Matt. xxv. 34. Then fhall the King ſay unto 
them on the right Hand, Come ye blefſed of my Fa- 
ther, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you. 
1 Theſſ. iv. 17. And ſo ſball we ever be with the 


Lord [i. e. Chriſt] Heb. xii. 22. Je are come 


mane t0 the heavenly Fernſalew and to the innu- 


a merable Company of Angels. After the Judgment 
in Rev. xx. 11—15. It is ſaid in Rev. xxl. 3, 4. 
= God himſelf fall be with them and be their God, 


and God fhall wipe away all Tears from their 
Eyes, and there ſhall be no more Death nor Sor» 
row, Crying nor Pain, &c. | 


THE, 


HISTORICALCATECHISM 


FOR 


Children and Youth. 


ueſt. HO was the Maker of 

the World? Anf. 

The Almighty God made the Heavens 

and the Earth, and all Things that are 
in them, Gen. i. 1. and ii. 1. 

2. Q. How long was God in making 


the World? A. He made it by his 


Word in the Space of fix Days, and 
he reſted on the ſeventh, and called the 
Day holy, Gen. i. 31. Heb. xi. 3. Gen. 
P - 
3. Q. Who were the firſt Man and 
Woman that God made? A. Adam and 
Eve, Gen. i. 27. and iii. 20. 

4. Q. In what State did God make 
them? A God made them in his own 


Likeneſs in a holy and happy * 


Gen, i. 26. and v. I. 5. 


N 1 


N e 


5. Q. How did they behave them- 


ſelves ? Did they continue in this State © 


A. No: they {ſinned againſt God by 


eating of the Fruit of a certain Tree 


which God had forbid them upon Pain 


of Death, Gen. ii. 17. and iii. 6. 
6. Q. How came they to eat of this 
Fruit? A. The evil Spirit that lay hid 


in the Serpent perſuaded Eve to eat of 
it, and ſhe perſuaded Adam, Gen. iii. 


I, 24 £2, 2. 2. + 


7. Q. What Miſchief followed from 


hence? A. Sin and Death were brought 


into this World by Adam's Diſobedience, 
and ſpread among all his Children, Rom. 


v. 12, 19. | 


8. Q. Were Adam's Children all Sin- 
ners? A. All of them were born in 


Sin, but there were ſome in thoſe early 


Times who learnt to know and worſhip 
the Lord, and were called the Sons of 
God, P/al. li. 5. Rom. v. 19. Rom. iii. 


12. Gen. iv. 26. and vi. 2. 


9. Q. Did the Knowledge and Wor in 
of God abide long in their Families? A. 


In following Ages all Mankind grew 
ſo bad that God drown'd the World by 


a Flood of Water, Gen. vi. 5, 17. 


10. Q. 
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was drown'd? A. Noab the righteous 
Man was ſaved withall his Family, and 
a few living Creatures of erer y kind, 
N 18, 29. andl vii. . 


i N. How was Noah faved ? * 
ae Ark or great Veſſel of Wood 
which God wbt him 20 build, Gen. 


vi. hogs and vii. 7. ST; 


2. Q Me were the Sons of Noah? 


2 5 bem, Ham, and Zapheth, and by 


them the World was peopled apes mc 
_ Gon W 4 34. 
. Q. bar Crime cas Ham ack 


i He made Sport with his Fa- 
on and he was cur ed, Gen. ix. 21, 


. 


Shame and they were bleſſed, Ver. 23, 
26, 255 
5. Q. Who was God's ſpecial Favou- 


11 55 the Family of Shem? A. Abra- 
bam who was called the Father of Be- 


lievers and the Friend of God, Rom. iv. 


11. 2 Chron. xx. 7. 


16. Q. Why was be called the Father, 
that is, the Pattern of Believers? A. 
Becauſe he believed ſome ſtrange Pro- 

. miſes 


4. Q. What did Shem and Jap heth 
2 A. They concealed their Father's 
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miſes of God contrary to the 8 


Appearances of Things, Rom. iv. 1 1, 18. 


. 
A. (I.) That he ſhould have a Son 


when he was an hundred Years old. 


(2.) That his Children ſhould poſleſs the 
Land of Canaan wherein he had not a 
Foot of Ground. And, (3.) That all 
Nations ſhould be bleſſed by his Off- 

| ſpring, that is, Chrift, Gen. xvii. 8, 16, 


17. and x11. 3. and xxit. 18. As vii. 53. 
18. Q. Why was Abraham called the 
Friend of God? A. Becauſe God made 


many Viſits to him, and he was very 
obedient to God, Gen. xu. 7. and 


xv. I. and xvii. I. and xviii. 1. Jen. 
ii. 21 23. Jobn xv. 14. 


a of Abraham's Obedience? A. He 
left his own Country at God's Com- 
mand, not ew whither he was to 
go, Genmxii. 1 4. Heb. xi. 8. 
20. Q. What was another great In- 


ſtance of Abraham's Obedience? A. He 


was ready to offer up in Sacrifice his 
beloved Son Iſaac at the Command of 
wo Gen. xxii. 12, 

1. Q. Was Iſaac a good Man? A. 


Yes, be feared the God of his Father 


E ore 


Q. What were thoſe Profniſes ? 


Q. What was the firſt great In- 
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Abraham, and he went out to pray or 
meditate in the F jelds, Gen. xxiv. 63. 
and xxvi. 2, 24, 25. 


22, Q. ho were tacks is ner 


A. Eſau the Eldeſt, and Jacob che 
youngeſt, Gen. xxv. 25, 26. 

23. Q. What is remarkable concerning 
Eſau? A. He deſpiſed the Privilege 
of being = F ray and fold it ro 


Jacob for a Mets of Pottage, Gen. xxv. 


JT Ya 

24. Q What is written concerning Ji 
eob? A. He obtained his Father's Bleſ- 
fing by Deceit as well as his Brother's 
Birth-right by Craft, Gen. xxvii. 36. 

25. Q. Why was his Name called 
Iſrael? . Becauſe he afterwards be- 
came a very good Man, and prayed 
and prevailed for a Bleſſing from God, 
Gen. _ 26, 28. 

26. Q. How many Children had Jacob 

or Ifract? ? A. Twelve, who were cal- 
led the twelve Patriarchs, or Fathers of 


the twelve Tribes of 1/-ae, Gen. xxxv. 


— A vii. 8. 

Who' was the moſt 2 of 
Iſrael's Tons? A. Foſeph, whom his 
Brethren fold into Egypt, and he after- 


wards became _ Ruler of the Land 
under 


For Children and Duth. 53 
under Pharaoh the King, Gen. xxxvii. 
27. and xli. 40. Alls vii. 9, 10. 
28. Q. Did not be then revenge him- 
felf upon his Brethren? A. > wh he 
ſent br them and their Families, toge- - 
ther with his Father in the Time of 
Famine, and fed them all 1 in the Land 
of Egypt, Gen. xlv. 4 
29. Q. Did the Familie of Iſrael con- 


tine to dwell in Egypt? A. Yes, till 


another Pharaoh King of Egypt made 
Slaves of them, and drowned their Chil- 
dren, and then God delivered them by 
the Hand of aun Exod. i. 11, 22. 
and iii. 7. and v. 1. | 
30. Q. What was this Moſes? 4 
He was one of the Children of Tae! 
who was wondrouſly ſaved from drown- 
ing by Pbaraob's own Daughter when 
he was a Child, Exod. ii. 10. 
31. How did God appoint him to 
deliver frael? A. God appeared to 
mn; in a burning Buſh as he was keep- 
ing Sheep, and ſent him to Pharaoh 
to bid _ let Urns. go, Exod. iii. 
11 
32. Q. What did Moſes do to prove 
that God Sad ſent him? A. He wrought 
ſeveral Miracles or or Agne and Wonders 
2 in 
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in the Sight of Pbaraob, Exod. iv. | 


10. 

. Qs How did Moſes at laſt deliver 
the People from their Slavery? A. When 
Pharaoh refuſed to let the People go, 
God gave him Power to ſmite Egyp! 
with many Plagues. See the 7th, 8th, 

9 10th and 11th Chapters of Exodus. 


"cM 


34. Q. bat was the laſt of theſePlagies 


wdjed precured the Releaſe of Iſrael? A. 


An Angel deſtroyed all the Firſt- born 


of the Egyptians m one Night, but he 
paſs'd over and did not hurt any of the 
"_— of Iſrael, Exod. x11. 27, 29. 


5. Q. How was this Deliverance of 


Iract kept in Remembrance to following 
Ages? A. God appointed the yearly, 
Sacrifice of a Lamb in every Family, 


which was . * The Feaſt of the Paſi 


over, Exod. xii. 3, Oc. 

36. Q When Pharaoh let Iſrael go out 
of Egypt how did they get over the Red 
Sea? A. Moſes. with his Rod divided 
the Waters of the Sea aſunder, and the 
People went through upon dry Ground, 
Exod. xiv. 16, 21, 29. — 

37. Q. What became of the 8 
that followed tbem? A. When Moſes 
ſtretched his Hand over the Sea the 

Waters 
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Waters returned upon the Egyptians and 


they were all drowned, Exod. xiv. 28. 


38. Q. Whither did the Children 9 


Iſrael go then? AH. They went throug 


the Wilderneſs whereſoever God guided 
them, by a Pillar of Cloud in the Day- 
time, and a Pillar of Fire in the Night, 


39. Q. How long was it before they 


came to the Land of Canaan which God 


prongs A. They wandered forty 
ears in the Wilderneſs for their Sins, 
„ 42. TS |: -+..-- 

40. Q. What did they eat all that 
Time? A. God fed them with Manna 
or Bread that came down every Night 


from Heaven, Exod. xvi. 4, 15, 35. 


41. Q. bat did they drink in the 
Wilderneſs * A. Moſes ſmote the Rock 
with his Rod and Waters guſhed out 
in a River that followed them, Exod. - 
xvii. 5, 6. 1 Car. x. 4. Pſal. cv. 41. 

42. Q. What did they do for Clothes 
during theſe forty Years? A. Their 


_ Garments waxed not old nor did their 


Shoes wear out, Deut. xxix. 5. 

43- Q. What were the Laws which 
God gave the Iſraelites when he choſe 
them for his own People? A. Some ge- 

E 3 neral 
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neral Laws that related to their Beha- 
viour as Men, ſome ſpecial Rules rela- 
ting to their Religion as a Church, and 
others about their Government as a Na- 
r 8 ld 
44. Q. What were the general Laws 
which related to their Bebaviour as Men? 
A. Thoſe Laws which are commonly 
called Moral, and which belong to all 
Mankind: Theſe are chiefly contained 
in the ten Commandments, Exod. xx. 
45. Q. In what manner was this 
Moral Lew or ten Commandments given 
them? A. God firſt ſpoke it to them 
from Mount Sinai with Thunder and 
Lightning, and then wrote it for them 
in two Tables of Stone, Exod. xix. 16, 


—  -_ —— — 


The Laws of the Fews which relate to their 
Behaviour as Men, to their Religion as a Church, 
and to their Government as a Nation, are all in- 
termingled in ſuch a Manner, that 'tis hard to ſay 
under which Head ſome of them muſt be ranked: 
Even in the ten Commands, which are uſually 
called the Moral Law, there is ſomething Cere- 
monial and peculiar to the Fews: And indeed 
they are all properly but one Body of Laws given 
to that People whom God choſe for his own: 
Yet for Diſtinction- ſake they may be diſtributed 
into three Kinds, as in this Catechiſm. 


18. and 


15 


18. and xx. 1, 18. ma XXIV. 12. Des 
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46. Q. What Were the ſorctal Lac 
which God gave them relating to their Re- 


ligion as a Church? A. Many Rules 


about their Worſhip of God, their 


Prieſts and Sacrifices, about ſprink- 
ling of Blood, and waſhing” with Wa- 
ter, about holy Times and holy Places. 


47. Q. What was the chief Deſign of 
theſe Ceremonies? A. Partly to ; hl 


them from the Idolatry Ws evil Cut. 
toms of other Nations, and partly to 
figure out the Bleſſings of Chriſt and the 
Goſpel, Lev. xviii. 3, 4, J. Col. ii. x6, 
17. Heb. ix. I——14. | 
48. Q. What were their peculiar Laus 
conſidered as a Nation? A. Such as re- 
lated to their Peace and Wars, to their 
Houſes and Lands, to their Wives and 
Servants, to their Life and Limbs. 


—_— at. 


— 


WES. The Doctrine of ede Peigloss ms Sarrifice 
had a larger Room in this Catechiſm, but I was 
conſtrained to cut this Matter ſhort, as well as 
many others, leſt it ſhould be thought tedious 
to Children. See ſome few more Hints about 
them in the /arge Rs 2a of Names, Set. 3, 
8, and 13. 
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49. Q. Why did God rd them 


fuch particular Rules about thefe common 


Things? A. To diſtinguiſh them from 
all other Nations as God's own People, 
and to ſhew that he was their King as 
well as their God, Lev. AX." 22, 26. 
Lev. xxiv. 22. 1 Sam. xi. 12. 

50. Q. Were the People of Iſrael obe- 
dient to God in their Travels rhrougb the 
Wilderneſs? A. No, they a grie- 
voully againſt him and they were often 
puniſhed by the Hand of God, but he 
would not utterly deſtroy them, Pfal. 
cv. 15 45. 

. Q. Who brought them into the 
PF? of Canaan after their forty Years 
wandering in the Wilderneſs? A. Moſes 
being dead 7o/pua (whoſe Name is the 
ſame with Jeſus) brought them into the 
promiſed Land, 70%. i. 5, 6, 11. Alls 
vii. 15 
. Q. Did tbe Iſraelites behave 
8 better when they were come to 
Canaan? A. No, they er fell 
into Idolatry and worſhipped the falſe 
Gods of the Nations round about chem, 
Judges ii. 11, 12. 
53. Q. In what manner did Cod fhew 
bis Diſpleaſure for this Sin? A. He gave 
them 
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them up ſometimes” into the Hands of 
their Enemies who plundered them and 
made Slaves of them, Judges it. 14. 
54. Q. Hou did God deliver them 
rom the Hands of their Enemies? A. 
When they cried to: the Lord he raiſed 
up Judges who ſubdued their Enemies 
and delivered the F Judges 11, 18. 
and UL. 9, 18 
55. Q. bat were the Names of ome 
of the chief of theſe Fudges ®  5,, the Cara- 
2. Gideon and Jeobibab 7 ogue f Scri p- 
Samſon, Eli and Samucl. ture- Names. j 
56. Q. Who governed the People of 
Lirael after the Fudges? A. They de- 
fired a King like — — Nations and q 
God bid Samuel anoint Saul to be the 
firſt of t eir Kings, 1 Sam. ix. and x. 
57. Q. How did Saul behave himſelf ? 
A. He governed well for a little Time, 
but afterwards he rebelled againſt God, 
and God removed him, As xi. 
_ | 
9. Q. Hal became of Saul at laſt: ? 
A. "Being forſaken of God, .and being 
wounded in Battle by the Philiſtines, 
he fell on his own Sword and died, 
I Sam. xxviii. 6. and xxxi. 3 4. 


9 Q 
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60. 55 M bo was the ſecond King of I- 0 
rac]? David, who was raiſed to ] 

the Kingdom from keeping of Sheep, 
1 Sam. xvi. 11,13. Pſal. Ixxviii. 70,71. ; 
61. Q. What was David's Character? ? 
A. He was a Prophet and a Man after r 
God's own Heart, who delivered 1/-ae! ˖ 
from their Enemies, and ruled them 
well, 1 Sam. xiii. 14. As ii. 30. and : 
X111. 22, . 3 
62. Q. But was not David guilty of 
ſome great Sins? A. Yes, and God { 
i 
f 
| 


uniſhed him for them in the great Trou- 
les he met with in his Family, 2 Sam. 
8 EO 1 
63. Q. N bo was the third King of 
Ifrael? A. Solomon the Son of David 
who was the wiſeſt of Men, 1 Kings iv. , 
29—31. 1 5 0 
64. Q. Mbat did Solomon do for f 
God and for the People? A. He built 
a very glorious Temple for the Wor- 
ſhip of God at Feru/alem, and he raiſed | 
the Nation of {/ael to their higheſt 
Glory, 1 Kings iv. 20, 21, 25. and vi. 
I, 2, Oc, and x. 27. | 
65. Q. What became of the People of 
Iſrael in following Ages? A. They were 
divided into two Kingdoms which were 
| called 
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called the Kingdom of Judah and the 


Kingdom of I/-ael, 1 Kings xii. 15—20. 
66. Q. How did they behave themſelves 
toward God after this Diviſion ? A. 
Moſt of their Kings as well as the Peo- 
ple provoked God by their Idols and 
their great Wickedneſs, 2 Kings xvii. 


Wo 1 
6. Q. How did God puniſh them for 
theſe Crimes? A. When they would not 


hearken to the Prophets which God 
ſent among them, they were carried 
away captive by their Enemies into the 
Land of Mhria, 2 Kings xvii. 6, 13, 
18, 19, 20. and xxv. 8—1 1. 2 Chron. 
xxxvi. 14—21. F 
68. Q. Did they never return again to 
their own Land? A. Yes, after ſeventy 


Years Captivity, the Tribe of Fudab 


returned with many of Benjamin and 

Levi, and they were all called Fes, 

Ezra 1.5: Nevens. 1. 2, 
69. Q. What did they do at their Re- 


urn? A. They built the City Feruſa- 


lem and the Temple again, and they _ 
ſet up the Worſhip of the true God, 
Ezra v. 1. and vii. 6, 25. Nebem. ii. 17. 
70. Q. Did they continue afterward 
to obey God and dwell in their own Land 
IM A. Though 
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A. Though they were guilty of many 
Sins, yet they never fell to the Worſhip 
of Idols again: (Rom. it. 22.) Nor 
were they ever wholly driven again out 
of their own Land till after the Com- 
ing of the Mz N ah the Saviour. 


The Hiſtory of the N. ew Teſtament. 


HO is the Maſſiab tbe 
Saviour of Mankind *? 


. Queſt. 1 


A. Jeſus Chriſt the Son of God who was 
ſent down from Heaven to ſave Sin- 


ners, Matt. xvi. 16. 1 John iv. 14. 
2. Q. How did be come into the 
World? A. God prepared a Body for 


kim, and he took Fleſh and Blood and. 


was born of a Woman, Heb. ii. 14. 
and x. 5. Gal. iv. 14. 

3. Q. What Notices were given of the 
88 of Chriſt the Saviour? A. 


Many Promiſes had been given of his 


—— 
ꝙ—— 


* As the Hiſtorical Part of the Old Teſtament 


begins with this Queſtion, ho is the Maker of 
the World ? So the Hiftorical Part of the New 
Teſtament may properly begin, Who is the Ca- 
piour ? f 
In 


I 
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in former Ages by the Prophets, and 
more lately by an Angel, Luke i. 35, 70. 

4. Q. What did the Prophets foretel 
concerning the Coming f Chriſt? A. 
Among many other Things they de- 
clared, that a Saviour ſhould be born of 
the Stock of Abraham, of the Houſe of 
David, and in the Town of Bethlehem, 
Gen. xil. 3. Gal. iii. 8, 16. 2 Sam. vii. 
2, 3. Fer. xx. 5.6. Alls xili. 22, 3% 

AAaꝛtt. li. 5, 6. 

5. Q. Hew did an Angel give notice of 
bis coming? A. The Angel Gabrief 
foretold the Birth of John the Baptiſt to 
prepare the Way for Chriſt, and he told 
the Mother of Jeſus that ſhe ſhould 
bring forth the Son of God, Cate i. 17. 
197 35» 76. 

5. Who was the Mather of 
Chriſt? A. Mary a Virgin 1 the 
Houſe of David, Late i. 27, 37, 2 

2 Who was the ſupt oſed 2 aber 
of Chriſt? A. Foſeph the Carpenter was 
ſuppoſed to be his Father, becaule he 
married his Mother Mary, Luke iii. 2 3. 
Matt. i. 20, 24. Matt. xiii. 55; | 

8. Q. What further Witneſs was gi- 
den to Chriſt in his Infancy? A. By 
| Angels trom Heaven, by Wie Men 
F from 
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from the Eaſt, and by Simeon in che 
Temp 8 
128 Haw did Angels bear witneſs to 

| 14 2 A. They ſung Praiſe to God in 
the Air at his Birth, and told the Shep- 

| herds that they ſhould find the Child 
Jeſus in a 2 at Bethlehem, Luke 
11. 8—1 
10. Q. What Witneſs did the Wiſe 
Men of the Eaſt bear to Jeſus? A. They 
ſaw a ſtrange Star in the Faſt which led 
them to the Houſe where the Infant lay, 
and they came and worſhipped him, 
At. Den 

1. Q. What honour did Simeon do | 
Zim 4 in the Temple? A. He was an old 
Man, yet God aſſured him that he ; 


222 


ſhould ſee the Saviour before he died, 
and he took Jeſus in his Arms and ac- 
knowledged him to be the Saviour, 
Luke ii. 26 30. 

enen What is written concerning 
tbe Childhood of Chriſt? A. At twelve 
Years old he was found talking with the 
Doctors in the Temple, but he went 
home at his Mother's Call and was 
ſubject to his Parents, Luke ii. 42, 


46. 51. 


13. M | 


* 
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13. Q. When did Chriſt begin bis 
public Miniſtry? A. At thirty Years 
of Age he came forth and was baptized = 
a | by 7ohn, who was ſent from God to 
- _ preach and to baptize with Water, 


Q Luke iii. 10, 21, 23. 
te 14. Q. V bat was the Doctrine which: 
| John the Baptiſt preached ? A. He re- 
ſe | proved Sinners, he preached Repent- 
Y | ance and the Forgiveneſs of Sins; and 
d | he directed his Diſciples to Jeſus as the 
75 Saviour, Mark 1. 4, 7, 8. John i. 29. 
ly Acls xix. 4. 5 

| 15. Q. What became of John the Bap- 
% | tiſt at lat? A. He was beheaded by 
d Herod at the wicked Requeſt of- his 
Cc | Niece, when ſhe had pleaſed him with 
l her fine Dancing, Mark vi. 17— 28. 
16. Q. What Honour was one to Chriſt 
4 at his Baptiſm? A. The Spirit of God 
like a Dove deſcended upon him, and 
8 a Voice came from Heaven ſaying, This 

is my beloved Son in whom I am well 
* pleaſed. Matt. iii. 17. Luke iii. 22. 
. 17. Q. What became of Chriſt in 
* mediately after his Baptiſm? A. He was 
22 |F forty Days in the Wilderneſs where he 

endured the Temptations of the Dævil 

and overcame the Tempter, Matth. iv. 


LE is HH. F 32 - ——ll 
: * 
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18. Q. YYhat were the chief Parts of 
the Miniſiry of Chriſt in his Life? A. | 
ee, , : 

1. He fulfilled the whole Law, and 
gave us a perfect Example of Piety to- 
ward God and Goodneſs to Men. 

2. He preached to the People his 
divine Doctrine which he brought from 
Heaven. 

3. He wrought Miracles to prove 
that he was ſent from God. 

4. He choſe out his Apoſtles and 
trained them up for their publick Ser- 
VICE. | 

5. He appointed two laſting Ordi- 
nances in his Church. 

19. Q. I berein did he give an Ex- 
ample of Piety toward God? A. In his 
conſtant Obedience to God his Father 
in all Things, in his Zeal for God's Ho- 
nour among Men, and in his frequent 


2 


In this as well as in the CHild's Catechi/m of 
the Principles of Religion, there are ſome An- 
ſwers which are divided into diſtin Parts by 

Figures, (1.) (2.) (3.) (4.) Now in order to 
make the Remembrance of theſe Anſwers eaſier 
to Children, the Teacher may repeat the Queſti- 
z en as often as there are Parts in the Anſwers; : 
| — thus, Q. Whichis the firſt Part of his Miniftry— 
f Q. Which is the ſecond, &c. 


| 
2 
| 
1 
| 


Converſe 
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Converſe with God in Prayer, Jobn vüi. 
28, 29, 49. Fohn ii. 17. Mark i. 35. 
| Luke vi. 12. John Xvil. 
20. Q. Wherein did he ſhew a Pat- 
tern of Goodneſs toward Men? A. He 
went about doing good to the Bodies 
and Souls of Men, he was full of Com- 
paſſion to the Miſerable, he took Chil- 
dren in his Arms and blefled them, 
Matth. 45 23. H K, 3. Ma 
13, I 
r.Q, What were . chief e 
of Chriff s Preaching to the People? A. 
5 _ ſix Things; 
He explained the Law of God to 
he” People, and ſhewed them that it 
required Holineſs in their Thoughts as 
well as in their Words and Actions, 
MNaltb. v. and vi. and vii. 
2. He reproved and condemned 
many of their ſinful and fooliſh Tradi- 
a and taught them that God did 
not regard Ceremonies ſo much as the 
great Duties of Love to God and Love. 
to Men, Matth. xxl. 36 40. and 
rin, IO, 18. 22. 24a 255 
3. Tae preached the Goipel of Par- 
don of Sin and eternal Life in Heaven 
to them that repent and believe in him, 


Maltb. iv. 17. Fobn iii. 16, 17. 4 Q. 
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4. He threaten'd the eternal Puniſh- 


Sinners, particularly to Hypocrites and 
Dnbelievers, Matth. xiii. 41, 42. and 
xXxiii. 28,29, 33. Jobn iii. 18, 36. and 
„ 

5. He ſometimes declared and main- 
tained his own Commiſſion, that he 
was ſent from God to be the Saviour 
of Men, John v. 19——4t 

6. He foretold the D 
the Zews, and his own ſecond Coming 


in Glory to raiſe the Dead, and to judge 


the World, Math. xxiv. 15, Cc. xxv. 
31, Sc. Jobn v. 27, 28, 29. ; 


28. Q. hat were the chief Miracles 


That be wrought to prove he was ſent 
from God. A. Such as theſe, 

1. He fed many thouſand Perſons 
twice with a very few Loaves and Fiſhes, 
Matth. xiv. and xv. 

_ 2. He gave Sight to the Blind, and 
Hearing to the Deaf, he made the 
Dumb to ſpeak, the Lame to walk, 


and healed all manner of Diſeaſes by a 


Word, Matth. iv. 23. and xi. 5 


3. He commanded evil Spirits to 


depart out of the Bodies of many whom 
they had poſſeſſed, Mark 1. 27. 


4. He 


ent of Hell to all willful and obſtinate 


eſtruction of 


C a — 
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4. He raiſed ſeveral Perſons from the f 


Dead, and one (namely Lazarus) out 
of the Grave, Mark ix. Luke vii. 
Jobn xi. 

23. Q. How tid be train 1 up bis Apo- 
Ales for their publick Service? A Theſe 
four Ways; 

1. He explained to them in private 

what he taught the People by Parables 
and Similitudes in publick, Mar 
Iv. 34. 
2. He told them more plainly that 
he was the Meſſiab, the Saviour of the 
World, and that he ſhould die as a Ran- 
ſom for Sinners, and riſe again the third 
Day. Matth. xvi. 16 22. and 
XX. 28. 

3. He prayed with them often and 
taught them to pray, firſt without his. 
Name, and then in his Name. Luke 

xi. I, 2. John Xvi. 
He wr them to ſend the 
Spirit of God after his Departure to fit 
them for their publick Service, Luke 
XXIV. 49. Jehn xv. 26. and xvi. 

24. Q. What were the two Ordinances 
which Chriſt appointed in his Church 2 
A. He appointed Baptiſm and the 
Lord's Supper to continue to the End 


of 


4 a. 3 
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of the World, Matth. xxviii. 20. 1 Cor. 
Xi. 24—26. 5 

25. Q. Thus we have heard how Jeſus 
lived, let us hear now, in what manner 
did be die? A. He was meek and pa- 
tient and reſign'd tothe Will of God in 
ſuffering and dying, Fohn xviii. 11. 
Matth. xxvi. 39. 

26. Q. What were his ſharpeſt Suffer- 
ings* A. The Anguiſh which he en- 
dured in his Soul in the Garden juſt 
before his Death, which made him 
fweat Drops of Blood, Mark xiv. 33> 
34. Luke xxil. 44. 

27. Q. What kind of Death did be 
de? A. He was crucified, that is, 
His Hands and Feet were nailed to a 
wooden Croſs, and there' he hung till 
he died in extreme Pain, Mark xv. 24. 

yoo XX. 25. 
| 8. . When Jeſus Chriſt had Bo- 
Wire? Goa /o much in his Life, how came 
he to die jo ſhameful and painful a Death? 
A. He was appointed of God to be a 
Sacrifice, to take away the Sins of 

Men who had deierved to die, Acts ii. 

23. 2 Cor. v. 21. Heb. ix. 26. 

29. Q. But what Reaſon bad Men to 
kill bim? A. No juſt Reaſon at all; 
but 


— — 
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but the Teachers and the Rulers of the 

Jes hated his Doctrine and Reproofs, 

and were much enraged to ſee the 

People follow him, Mat. xxi. 45, 46. 
A XV. 10. 

30. Q. How did they lay bold Je- 


ſus? A. They bribed Judas one of 
his Apoſtles to betray him into the 


Hands of their Officers, and he led them 
to his Maſter by Night and ſhewed 
which was he by killing 185  Maith; 


xxvi. 14, 15, 47, 49. 


31. Did none of the Diſciples 


defend their Lord and Maſter *® A. Pe- 
ter at firſt defended him with the 


Sword, but afterwards his Courage 


failed him ſo far as to deny that he knew. 
him, John Xvill. 10, 25, 27. Matth. 
xxvi. 72. 

32. Q. Did Peter continue in this Cin, 
or did herepent ® A. Feſus caſt his Eye 
upon him, and he repented and wept 
bitterly, Matth. xxvi. 75. 


33. Q. Who condemned Chriſt tn dia? 


A. Caiaphas the High-Prieſt condemn- 
ed him as worthy of Death, and Pontius 
Pilate the Roman Governor at the De- 
ſire of the Zews gave him up to be 
nailed to the Croſs, Malth. xxvi. 57, 


65, 66. Matith,xxviil, 24—2 6. 34. C. 
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34. Q. Was he crucified immediately, 
or did he ſaffer other Injuries before bis 
Death * A. He was mocked, he was 
ſpit upon, he was crowned with 
Thorns, he was ſcourged and wick- 
edly abuſed, Math. xxvii. 2931. 
35. Q. In what Company was he 
crucißed? A. He was crucified in a 
moſt ſhameful Manner between two 
Thieves, as if he had been the chief of 
Sinners, Luke xxiii. 33. | 
36. Q. What Miracles attended his 
Death? A. The Sun was darken'd at 
Noon for three Hours together ; there 
was an Earthquake which opened many 
Graves, and the Veil of the Temple 
was rent in two Pieces, Math. xxvii. 
84. | 
37. Q. Who took care of his Burial ? 
A. Foſeph of Arimathea a rich Man and 
one of his Diſciples buried him in his 
own new Tomb, and Pilate and the. 
Fews ſet a Guard of Soldiers about it, 
AZatth. xxvii. 57 — 66. 
38. Q. Ihen did he riſe from the Dead? 
A. On the firſt Day of the Week after 
he had lain three Days in the Grave, 
i. e. Part of three Days, Matib. xxviii. | 


1—5. | 
39. Q. 


W O99. 99 a ON 


drank and talked with them, and gave 
them moſt certain Proofs of his Reſur- 


after his riſing S he the Dead? A. He 


the Goſpel and the Doctrines and Rules 


1 When he had given his Apoſtles 
their Commiſſion to preach the Goſpel 
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39. Q. . To whom did he appear after 


Bis i again? A. He appeared many 
Tin his Diſciples, he eat 46 | 


rection, Acts i. 3. and x. 41. 
40. Q. How long did he tarry on Earth 


tarried forty Days converſing with his 
Apoſtles, and inſtructing them further in 


of ws Kingdom, A#s i. 3. 
. How did he go up to Heaven ? 


to all Nations, and bleſſed them, they 
ſaw him carried up to Heaven in a 
bright Cloud, Mark xvi. 15 19. 
4 1. 9. 
2. Q. What did the Diſciples do when 

their Lord had left them? A. They re- 
turned to Feruſalem and waited for the 
Spirit of God to come upon them ac- 
cording to the Promiſe of Chriſt, Als 
L 1% . 
43. Q. I bal was the firſt Thin g they did 
towards their publick Work ? 2 They 
choſe Matthias by Prayer and by Lotto 
be an Apoſtle in the Room of Judas the 
Traytor, As i. 23-26. 44.Q. 


down his' Bowels guſhed out, Maß. 
xXvil. 3, 5. Als i. 18. | 


45. Q. Yhen did the Sj pirit of Gel - 
come upon the Apoſtles and ber Diſci- 


ples? A. At the Feaſt of Pentecoſt 


which was about ten Days after FIR, 


went to Heaven, As ii. 1, Oc. 
46. Q. In what manner did the Spi- 
rit of God come upon them? A. A Noiſe 
like a ruſhing Wind filled the Houſe 
where they were met, and cloven 
Tongues of Fire fat upon them, Af 
li. 2, _ ";_ 
47.Q. What was the firſt LE 
Effett of the Spirit of God coming upon 
them? A. Fach of them was enabled 
to preach the Goſpel in ſtrange Lan- 
guages, H. , . 
What vas the Doctrine they 


75 85 > 4. That Jeſus who was cru- 


cified was the Meſſiah, i. e. the Chriſt, 
the Son of God and the Saviour 'of 
Men ; and that Sinners who repent and 
believe in his Name ſhould be ſaved, 


As ii. 36, 38. and iii. 19. and iv. 
4 49. Q. 


10.12. 


by > >.» "What Became 0 adas? 294 
When he ſaw that Chriſt 900 condemned | 
he went and hanged himſelf, and falling 


LAY Aman AH ZZ. 


2 49-Q What Succeſs had their Preach- 


Three thouſand were con- 
_ and baptized in one Day, and 
five thouſand in another, Acts ii. 41. 


and IE. 4. and v. 14. 


o. Q. What 1 did 1 they work 


to confirm their Doftrine? A. Some 


that were Cripples had the Uſe of their 
Limbs given them, Multitudes of Sick 


were healed by them, ſome perſons 
were ſtruck dead and others rais'd to 
Life, Adds iii. 2, 7. and v. 111. 
we "2 $09.1X- 40. 

Q. Had not other Believers in 
Ciritt Power of working Miracles alſo ? 
A. Yes, Jeſus Chriſt communicated very 
great Gifts and Powers to them by lay- 
ing on of the Hands of the Apoſtles, 
Mark xx. 17. Acts vi. 6,8. and viii. 

14 18. 


perſecuted} A. Yes, they were put in 
Priſon by the High-Prieſt, they were 
beaten by Order of the Council, James 
the Brother of John was ſlain by Herod, 
and Peter was put in Priſon again, in 


order to be put to death, Acls v. 18, | 


19, 40. and X11, 2, 3, II. 


S „ 
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2. Q. Were not the Apoſtles greatly 


76 The” Hs geen! ne Dis 


53. Q. Did God give them any mira- 
culous Deliverunces? A. Several Times 
when the Apoſtles were een 
they were releaſed by Angels, Alis v. 
18, 19. and xii. 7. and xvi. 23, 26. 
54. Q. Who was one of the chief Per- 
N of the Chriſtians at this Time? 
A. Saul a young Man, a zealous Pa- 
riſee, who was afterwards called Paul, 
Abts vii. 58. and viii. 1, 3. 

55. Q. Did be live and die a Perſe- 
cutor ? A. No, he was ſtruck down 
to the Ground by a Blaze of Light as 
he was going to Damaſcus to unprifon 
the Chriſttans, and Jeſus Chriſt called 
him with a Voice from Heaven, Airs 
ix. : 8. 

6. Q. What is afterwards related of 
him? A. That he became a zealous 
Preacher of the Goſpel, he was made 
the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, and ſpent 
his Days in travelling to convert the 
Heathen Nations, As ix. 20-22. Gal. 
ii. 7, 8. Rom. xv. 16—2 1. 

57. Q. What became f Paul at laſt? 
A. After he had done more Service for 
Chriſt by Preaching and Writing than 
the other Apoſtles, and endured more 
Sufferings 1 in his Life, he was put to 


TD © death 


out IB Life in preaching the Goſpel, 
and had writ Letters to the Chriſtians, 


A Xt, * 2 Tim. iv. 6. 
58. Is there any further Account 
ter? A. „When he had laid 


he was crucified in his old Age as Chriſt 
foretold him, John xxi. 18, 19. N 
14.44. 

59. Q. What is „eee concerning 
John tbe Apoſtle? A. After many La- 


bours in the Miniſtry he was baniſhed 


to the Ifle of Patmos, * Feſus Chriſt 
appeared to him in Viſions, and in- 
ſtructed him by his Angel to write the 
= of the Revelations RW. 


"= Q. What became of the other Apa- 


Ales ? AA. Ancient Hiſtories give us 


ſome uncertain Account of their Tra- 
vels and their Sufferings, but there is 
very little written in Scripture concern- 
ing them. 
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Compoled for Children from eigh | 
| Years old to ten or twelve. 525 


The Child's 405 Morning Proyer. 11 


Reat and gracious God, who haſt 
created all things by thy Power 
and governeſt all things by thy 'Wif- 
dom, thou art the Author of all our 
bleſſings by Day and Night: I give 
Thanks to thy Majeſty that thou haſt 
given me Reſt the Night paſt; and 
that I am brought fafe to Tee another 
Morning. 
Preſerve me this day, O Lord, from 
every thing that may do me hurt: and 
whereſoever I am, let me remember 
the great God ſees me; that 1 1 
not dare to ſin againſt him. 
* Here and in all I praiſe thee that 


5 hs Place, where 


Parents and Kindred 
are mentioned, 'tis 
necefſary that Chil- 
name only ſuch Kin- 


r. 


Friends to 


dren be taugbi to 


dred as they have 


J have Parents * and 
provide 
FoodandClothing for 
me, and every thing 
elſe that J want: Do 
them good I beſeech 
thee both here and 

here- 


3; 
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* 
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learn what they reach me, and willingly 


to do what they command, me, that I 
may pleaſe them in all Things and hve- 


as becomes one of thy Children. 


l would praiſe thee alſo, O God, that 
thou haſt given us ſo good a King and 
Queen in this Nation. Bleſs them and 
their Royal Family with all proper 

Bleſſings, and keep us all in peace. 


I deſerve no good thing from thee 
becauſe I offend thee ſo often; but L 


deſire to be ſorry for my Sins, and I. 
pray and hope thou wilt ſpare me, and 
ſhew me thy love, becauſe thou art 2 
God of Mercy, and becauſe Jeſus 


Chriſt thy Son died upon the Croſs. to 


| fave ſuch. Children as I am from the 


pains of Hell. 


 _ Now he is gone to Heaven to plead 
with God for them, and to bleſs them: 
Grant, O Lord, that Imay ſee his face: 
there hereafter, and ſing his praiſes. 
To Thee, O Father, to thy Son 


and thy holy Spirit, I deſire to pay all 


| Honour and Obedience now and ever - 
more. Amen. 
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- The Child's daily Evening Prayer 
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Lord our heavenly Father, thou 


PR ; 
. 
. 


. 
| i 


take our reſt, .I pray thee look down 
upon me while I ſleep ; for if thou take 
care of me I need be afraid of nothing. 
Accept the Thanks of a Child for all 
the good Things I have this Day re- 
ceived; and as I lye down in peace this 
Evening, ſo let me awake and riſe again 
in peace in the Morning to ſerve thee. 
I hou ſeeſtand heareſt every thing that 
I have ſaid or done all this Day: O par- 
don every one of my faults, and be not 
angry with me, for thy Son Jeſus Chriſt 
has fuffer'd Death for our Sins, and I 
deſire to truſt in him to ſave me from 
thy Anger. | ABR] 
Let me learn to know thee while I 
am a Child, and in to fear thee 
and love thee and to do thy Will with 
delight. And I humbly -ask that thy 
holy Spirit may inſtruct and aſſiſt me 
in = things needful for me to know and 
to do. | 


Help me to honour my Fatherand my 


Mother, to obey all my Teachers and 


Governors, to love my Brothers and Siſ- 
2 ters, 


haſt made the Night for us to 


s 
| 
| 
| 


ters, my Friends and Neighbours, às 1 


i 10 5 2 Aye 2 


would have them love me. Let me not he 
an Enemy toany Perfon whatſoever, and 
fuffer not others to be Enemies to me. 

I intreat thee, O:Lord,forChriſt's ſake 
give meevery thing that is beſt. both for 

my Soul and Body, for thou art wiſe and 
gracious, and able to do better things 
for me than I am ablew AK.. 

And when T have ſerved thee to my 
utmoſt in this World, then take my 
Soul to live with thee in Heaven, where 
E ſhall ſerve thee far better than I can 
do on Earth, and give thee n For 
ever and ever. Amen: 


The Child's or Youths Prayer for Lord's 
Day Morning. 
[To be uſed juſt after the other Morning Prayer] 


God of Power and Grace, who 
haſt raiſed thy Son Jeſus from the 


Dead the firſt Day of the Week, I 


pray thee raiſe my Thovebth this Day 
up to Heaven where Jeſus Chriſt is. 
Thou haſt taught me to call it the 
Lord's Day; O may I ſerve my Lord 
Feſus much on his own Day and get 
more Knowledge of him continually; - 
Let me know' him as the Son of God | 


and the Son of Man, whoſe Name it 
Emanuel or God with us, who redeemed 
Sinners with the price of his own Blood. 
Let me love to hear and to read ot | 
God and Chriſt and the Things of Hea- | 
ven: make me delight in thy Worſhip, {| 
and learn what I muſt believe, and x 
what I muſt do to be ſaved from Hell. | 
Whether Jam at Church or at home | 
let me lay aſide both work and'/play | | 
from Morning to Night, that I may 1 
honour thee in the beſt Manner I am 
able ; and if I ſhould die while I am a | 
Child ſend thy bleſſed Angels to carry 
me up to the holy and happy Children |] 
in Heaven, for the fake of Fe/us Chriſt | © 
thy beſt beloved Son. Amen. 


The Childs or Youth's Prayer for the . 

| Lord's Day Evening. - 1 

[To be uſed juſt after the ot ber Evening-Prayer.5 0 

Ae ſt holy and moſt merciful God, 
who haſt given us this Day 


chiefly to hear thy Word, to pray to 
thee, and to praiſe thee. 1 ; 
Il I thank thee that I have friends to c 
teach me the Knowledge of God the 4 
Father and of his only Son Jeſus Chrift. | « 
our Saviour; and that thou giveſt us 
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thy. holy 88 my ſendeſt by 


Miniſters to ſhew us the Way to Heayen. 


Remember not againſt me, O Lord, 


the tranſgreſſions of this Day, but make 
me remember ſome of the 2 hinge 
I have heard or read at home orabroa 


that I may hate every Sin, and be more 


careful to perform thy Commands. 
Let me hope in thy Mercy, through 


the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt Son in 
this World, and fing thy 4, hy 
thy Saints and holy Angels in ws 


among 


World to come. Amen. 


The Child's Grace hors Meat. 


beſeech thee, O Lord, that the 


Food which thou provideſt for me 


may ſtrengthen me to perform my daily 
Duties; and as thou preſerveſt my Life, 
let it be ſpent in thy fear, for th ake 


of thy Son our bleſſed Saviour. Amen. 


The Child's Grace after Meat. * 
Ake me truly thankful, O Lord, 

for my daily Bread, and for all 
other Mercies which I receive. And 


help me to love and ſerve thee the Giver | 


of all good for Jeſus Chriſt's Sake. Amen. 


THE END. 
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Publiſh'd by we Avrion for i 
. Uſe. .of Children. EE 


lvin ne Songs for C bildren. 
Tenth Edition. 
Te Art of Reading and Writing En- 
li 225 with Rules for reading Verſe and 
for true Spelling. The Third Edition. 
Prayers for the dail Ufe and Imitation 
of Chillren ſuited to their different Ages 
and the various . Occaſions of their 
younger Years : Together with Inſirue- | 
tions to Tauth in the Duty of Prayer | | 
drawn.up by way of Queſtion and An- 
ſwer, and a 8 Addraſ to them on 
„char Subject. The Second Edition. 
. Catechiſms or Inſtructions in the Prin- 
oe of the Chriſtian Religion and the 
Filters of Scripture, compoſed for Chil- 
dren an Youth according to their dif- 
ferent Ages; to which 1s prefixed a 
large Diſcourſe on the way of Inſftrufion 


by Catechiſms. The vecony GOP 14 
correctec. | 
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"ADVERTISEMENT, 


HE large Diſcourſe of Inſtruction 
by Catechiſms being omitted, the 


feveral Carechi ms contained in this laſt 


Book are now printed ſeparately in 
ſmaller Volumes for the Uſe of Chil- 
dren of different Ages; together with 
a few of the Prayers for Children; 


and are publiſhed under the following 
Titles, viz. 


The firſt Sett of Catechiſms and Prayers; 
or the Religion of little Children under 


ſeven or eight Years of Age. 


"The ſecond Sett of C atechiſms and 
Prayers; or ſome Helps to the Reli- 
gion of Children and theit Knowledge 


of the Scripture, from ſeven to twelve 
Years of Age. 


The Aſſembly's Catechiſm with Notes ; 
Or the Shorter Catechiſm compoſed by 


the Aſſembly of Divines at Weſtminſter ; 
to which is added, a brief Explication of 
the more difficult Words and Phraſes con- 


tained in it, for the Inſtruction of 


Youth at twelve or fourteen Tears of 
Age. 


A Pre- 


—,- 


* 


* 
Tx 


£ 


FIT I" 


Wy 
oy 
"= 


S «AW 


r 4 
CY ** 
D 


l 9 
P 9 


Ane 
4 nf 


* 
* 


ou 


* 
* 


4 


88 2 2 
1 9 = 
a * a" 
* 
* : EL. 
- 
4 5 
* 
> 
«> — 
— * 
2 
32 
N ” 


. TT 


= r — 


: Ir rot from of * gin and Flies , 
and Nouth written in a wa 
and Anſwer: To whi 
large Catalogue of remarkable WW 
Scripture: - Names, colleRed for the Uſe 
of Children, and explained for their 
better Acquaintance with che Holy 
Veriptures. r 


* 


0 -—” | * 
4 ; : * 
* 
= 
© g 

* 

* = 

= 

o * 
1 


Tx CY R R A T A. 70 | 
There is @ great Miftake in the Miete; of the 


Pages, 'proceeding at once from 26 to 39, the" as 
Pert 7 the Book * wanting. 
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